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56 LETTEHS FBOM THE EAST. 

On the fifth day a beautiful breeze sprang up, 
and ficknen and weariueflB fled away. The 
Marea came in sigfat, and we saw a sunset equal 
to some I have seen in England. One lovely 
evening, in particuhiry I well remember. The 
idand of Zea was on one side, and a very pretty 
Greek town of wiiite houses with flat roofs on its 
declivity, and a diurch at the bottom, just like 
one of our own village churches: the high and 
romantic land of Greece, very barren, was on the 
other side, and the sun sank gradually over the 
scene with indescribable splendour. But the 
twilight here is much shorter than with us; nor 
do the hues of sunset, though more delicate and 
soft, linger so long in the sky. The range of 
Grecian country, terminating in the capes Colon- 
na and Negropont, was extremely lofty, and the 
hills finely wooded ; and far in the back-ground 
were moimtains covered with snow. The islands 
of Mitylene, Ipsara, and at last Tenedos, came 
in sight, with the land of Troy. But the land of 
the East, to which we were fast approaching, now 
became the great object of interest ; and the en- 
trance of the Dardanelles at last opened, a vessel 
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4l' LETTERS FROM THE EAST. 

amidst every village. The country was rich in 
many parts with com, which had been already 
cut ; and a cool kiosque was seen, shaded with 
its luxuriance of wood. But all this only whet- 
ted my impatience to behold Stamboul, as the 
Turks call it; and night came down again to 
augment it. For the last few days the sky had 
become more beautiful, of a most delicate blue, 
bounded near the horizon by a ridge of white 
clouds ; and the last day of our voyage was par- 
ticularly fine, when a gentle breeze brought us 
towards the capital of the East The first view 
rather disaf^ints you ; the surrounding shores i \ 
are not striking, and you are inclined to ask, I iie 
" where is the magnificence of Constantinople ?" I ^ 
But when you enter the canal, and turn the | :<f^\ 
point where the seraglio stands, and the site of 
the city, being built on declivities, rises higher, I Ij 
so that houses appear to range on houses— and I ^jj 
Fera and Galata, with the inmiense dark grove I ^g 
of C3rpress on the place of graves that crowns the I i:,jrj 
hill, open to your view — ^you are struck with I j^^^ 
admiration. The houses of wood, of which the I i; , 
city is chiefly built, have indeed nothing grand I ^ 
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COKSTAKTINOPLE. 



in their appearance ; three-fourths of the fnmta 
are taken up with windows. But it is the novd 
and beautiful blending of trees and verdure with 
every part ; the innumerable minarets, some wit 
gilded tops that glitter in the sun ; and the 
perior mosques, of a nobler appearance, and tow- 
ering above all other buildings — whidi impress 
the mind of a stranger with feelings unknown 
at the si^t of any other European city. 

Our vessel being bound from Odessa, pnv 
oeeded up the river to the village of Buy ukder^, 
a few miles distant, celebrated for its beauty. 
This afforded an excellent opportunity to view 
the scenery ; and few who have once done this 
can ever foi^t it. Each ade of the river '—-a 
Doble stream, of a mile, or sometimes half that 
in width — was thickly covered with halntatioDs. 
In one part was a mosque of the purest white 
marble, most riddy ornamented and gilded, 
and the dark cypress around it; on the left, a 
summer seraglio of the Sultan, with its small 
pleasure-ground, stretched along the shore. The 
hiDs on the European side, descending nearly 
cbae to the river, and prettily woodeid. yet so 
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small that they looked in miniature; and the 
little Turkish houses, standing in the riyer, or 
hanging in parapets over it, or thrown back in 
a retiring wood,—- put one in mind of what ooe 
has imagined of Chinese scenery and dwellings. 
My view often wandered with delight orer the 
Asiatic side, as the scene of future pleasures. 
*^ At last/' I said to myself, ^^ my long-cherished 
hopes are accomplished ; it is all Oriental diat I 
see : but my expectations are surpassed.^* 

After casting anchor at Bujnikder^, the cap- 
tain procured a boat to carry us back to Con- 
stantinople. One Turkish rower only had to 
pull against a strong wind for some miles; it 
was most laborious woric for him, though well 
paid: it was the fast of Ramadan, and die 
poor fellow pointed to his stomach very ex- 
pressively, to fflgnify he had eaten nodiii^ all 
day. It was evening as we entered the basin rf 
Constantinople, an4 it was like a scene of en- 
chantment. The seraglio, in part a range rf 
white buildings, beautifully figured in finoot, 
with hanging roofs of a lead colour, but widwui 
any magnificence of architecture, stood close lo 
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cfprew-grore At sdod a» eti a mig «t in, die 
tnngm outt^vttBMii pfatpbcuiniiiwirpii aiimiid 
ity flBd W!M k^pt iq^ at iulertak dnoag^ dbe 
nig^: thb rendered it rerj vauaSe to walk 
ilhtre Miter mtmet. Ot the Gfeek bojran, or 
imMciiwii, iicare c ij one noir lemauHu Those 
wlioweK^ not dab ID the tamalto hare fled from 
ihm homes and left dieir fionilies and poaK*- 
ii0fM» at tbe mercy of tbe Turks. The Tilhge 
of Therafia. an tbe Boa|dionis was celebrated 
aHke for tbe beaatjr of its women and the im- 
eommon loveliness of its ntuation. It was a 
luxury to a Mranger in die cod of evening to 
see die Greek ladies and princesses waUdng 
diere^ wilb their raven hair scarcely confined, 
ffid die ridi veil tamed aride; dieu- claaric 
hatwe» and fine forms harmonizing well with 
die exquisite seenery around. But now every 
padi is fllent there, and dieir palaces are de- 
serted. 

As I sat one afternoon beneath the portico of 

the Palace of the Janizaries in Constantinople, 
two Greeks, of a superior class, were brought in 
under a guard* It wsm impossible not to be 
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other people in ttieir iicxttnt^ m taking otf' thv 
head at one blfjw. Afterwanis at Siiiynui^ 1 
went eariv one moniii!*^ to the extvutiou ot 
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twenty-three Greeks, who were put to death in 
this way with little pain. But the scene was 
closed before I arrived at the spot, where the 
bodies were then lying in a heap.' It was truly 
shocking to see how cheap human life was hdd. 
The women were better off in this respect : but 
woe to those who had any beauty ! they always 
found their way to the harems of the Turks, 
to become their slaves and mistresses, while 
the plain ones were cared nothing about. A 
young and very lovely Greek was offered for 
sale by an Armenian merchant at Constantinople 
for twenty thousand piastres, (about six hundred 
pounds). One of the pashas who had owed the 
merchant that sum, had sent him this lady, who 
had become his captive, as payment, with direc- 
tions that he must sell her for the full amount. 
The sex were, indeed, sadly degraded at this 
period. At the storming of Hivaly, a Greek town 
m the coast of Asia Minor, the Turks having put 
dl the men to the sword, and secured the few 
)eauties for their seraglios, sold the rest of the 
vomen for fifty piastres, or thirty shillings, 
-piece. In several of the warehouses of the 
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a Tcrr vaayesdt air- Thex wiD st on 
h flKtHf* sptcaid vilh soft carpets^ in die open 
anv a great part of thedar; and jrousee saat 
of dmn le diiiiu g so mo^deadT, with dieir head 
and noMewfaite beaid lestii^ on didr hoBoniy 
and dodied in a lig^t pink ex- white doiptrj, 
Aat Aey bring to mind die scene of the ancient 
Boman senators, when die Godis first rushed 
into the Forum, and took their tranquil fivms 
tor statues^ But nothing can exceed their in- 
d<dence: they hcdd a string of beads in their 
hands of different colours, to phiy with like chil- 
dren, from mere inanity of thought, during the 
intervals of smoking. 

From the extreme tranquillity and regularity 
of their lives, and their freedom from strong 
passioiiK, derangement is a very rare circum- 
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ffhh dnfr pnpfe- ^V Mie d»t ^Uitir^l 
tbe bmiw fiir lunadis*. the odIv omt in ihr city- 
It poBesBfid a ipwioiiK courts vith » fountain 
and ctDea^ in die mojiile; and the trlU wrrti 

Twcy £bw;. ami t^ ■Mnhws» cf emrh wm ()uM 
mi mefitatm^ if :»k)i «d exnrrwiion in ullow 

— , ^ aoie. TlfiaK wag. im> violence or utrtm^ tt«M»- 

tiniL (if acT kind inamfe^ited, ()i>«) old ihimi 

^"•^^^ ^ij ^«» ^app^ to fbv hi* guiur aikI hIii^ fo utiy 

^ LoveenhftTe little power fm \\\t nihtil wHli 

— - -r . a iKonfe amoDiF irhom the free HMMoiiMUoii */( 
1 :i5- jj.. « sexes, or the knowlefl^e of tmU iHlM-r, ii* 

::r ^'"-^ ^v fiiihid by custom. For amhitum, ttf il»« r« -* 

iiii '-'"• * . .- MB desire to rise in the worlil, wImiImK Io 

^ iif^^' ^. riches or fame, the Turk citrfjiiiily im##i4 I* ^m 

,,!£ rti^ ^' „ than any other being. The pruli* ^;# f#n»Ml/, i^» 

,i^ivs ^ die trouble of sufttaining it, a<Ruu Immi UmI« , 

- ^» "^^^ -m diae being no order* of m4>iliry M4»»iMiy.*« »!,« »m 
_, c xi*'^^ Giye him his Arab homeH, hin »«|/hn4l,i( nfn.., 

his pipe and coffee, hin iMtal. in tJM- A^tuU , nm^I 
the Turk is in general aniiMiUA wiUi Mi«- «^«*<<- 
j^,pp5v^ " which Alia has asaigmtd him. 'i Jm^ j^ioi. •<»■ • 
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of the table have few charms for him, for no 
other nation can equal his temperance at table. 
But his idol, his ruling passion, is beauty ; tot 
this he will pay any price. He will procure 
this from every nation : when the first wife of 
his fancy begins to lose the fireshness of her 
charms, he will seek another more seductive; 
no matter whether Persian, Circassian, Greek, 
or Armenian. How admirably the prophet has 
adapted his paradise to the passions of his coun- 
trymen ! The banks of roses on which the true 
believer sinks down, the palm, the orange, and 
the trees of perfume waving their eternal sha- 
dows over him, the fountains which gush away 
with a sound as of melody— all would be tame 
and unavailing, but for the maids of im- 
mortal beauty, who await him there. 

The feast of Beiram having commenced, we 
went to see the celebrated game of the jerrid, or 
hurling the blunt javelin. We formed a party of 
six gentlemen, and were attended by three Janiza- 
ries. The coffee-houses in the suburbs of the city 
are often beautifully situated and shaded : near 
one of these were a number of little cars,- very 
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figure fitting on the earth, and mourning at 
the tomb of her husband or son : but her grief 
had no voice; and her face dien partly un- 
shrouded, with its pallid hue, looked as little 
enchanting as death itself. 

On emerging from this vast cemetery, we 
descended the hiU, and entered a small wood, 
where groups of Turks - were seated in the 
shade, or beneath awnings, smoking and con- 
versing, or amused with a buffoon. The field 
wherein the game was to be played presented a 
scene truly Oriental. It formed a kind of amphi- 
theatre, the steep declivity of which was cover- 
ed with innumerable spectators, who sat in 
rows on the ground, their turbaned heads, of 
all the colours of the rainbow, rising in ridges 
one over the other to the summit. Above 
these, on the brow of the hill, were pitched a 
number of tents; and beside them stood se- 
veral open carriages, filled with Turkish ladies, 
veiled: The Sultan was in a kiosque that 
overlooked the field, before which were ranged 
his guards, unconunonly fine men, all in white 
dresses. A number of beautiful Arabian cour- 
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r'n and 1000''^' 

^''' ' sew, richly caparisoned and held by grooms, 

^ . stood around, and gave a vanety to the scene. 

face r- • j^^ ^ ^^^^ valley below were the combatants 

I hue- K» ^^ ^^ j^^j Yj^^ ^^^ Turkish musk 

, Btruck up, and the game Was warmly engaged 

-" ^"^ ' m. The dexterity of the players was admir- 

-nterea ^j^jg. g|;arting at full speed in all directions, 

^^^ . they threw the jerrid with infinite skill, and 

^rs ^"^^^^^rfi^L warded off their antagonist's, or caught it as it 

J buffo* JV flew. 

he p^y /^. Though there are no carriages here, yet the 

rui^ * ^^^ ^ Turkish boat% in which you are borne rapidly 
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to any part of the shores of the Bosj^orus, are 



^;tat<H^ an exceeding luxury. They are very light, 

jrb***" ^ and finely carved within, and often gilded. 



[^^, n*** You are pestered, the moment you arrive at 

^^ satf'^ ^^j the water^s edge, with innumerable applica- 



^^i^ ^^ " tions. The boatm^i are admirable rowers: so 

side ^''^^ 1^ ^^'^y o^ tl*em have the privilege of being the 

^xh Ttf'*^ ^ prophet's cousins, that the green turban is quite 

in * *^^ ^^ common among them. We embarked one fine 

^bi<* ^ ^ morning to visit the islands of Chalet, Prin^ 

^ t0f^ . ^ '"P®» ^°d others, seven miles from the city. 

tifVJ A^^^ The scenery they contain is really exquisite. 
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There is a convent in each; a recluse could 
never wish for a lovelier retirement. A party 
of the natives were seated in the shade of a 
large tree, smoking and sipping coffee. It 
would be worth while to know how far a Turk 
is sensible of the picturesque ; he certainly has 
the range of the finest parts of the world. 
But it is quite amusing sometimes to see him 
seated beneath the portico of a coffee-house, 
that overlooks scenes, which have no equal: 
with his little cup of coffee or sherbet, which he 
sips at intervals, musing between, or eating 
sweetmeats with childish fondness; while his 
deep external solemnity, his formidable weapons 
and lofty demeanour, afford a singular contrast- 
On landing at Prinkipo, we were surrounded 
by a number of unfortunate Greeks, who were 
truly objects of sympathy and pity. They had 
not taken any part in the revolution; but, 
being not wholly free from suspicion, were sent 
here by the Turkish government to await their 
doom. What this would be they knew not: 
they put the most eager questions to us : the 
deep dejection of their countenances, for most 
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2 td'j« at flf dioB looked pale and wretched, showed how 

.,^3t. Ay^ bitter was the state of suspense in which they 

I the ^ ^ were hdd; and it was not in our power to give 

-J cd^ ' them any oGnsoiation. 

v^o^ far 1^^ We set out Toy eariy one morning, a party 

he c0V£^:* of ox, to make die tour of the walls of Con- 

^ tk ^ stairtino|Je, It was a very sultry and cloudless 

'cies to ^ ^ day; but any fiitigue would have been repaid 

- 4 cc&^ ^y si>^ A promenade. The country in the {m» 

have u^ ''^ mfcdiate neighbouihood it is vain to attempt 

i^«1d<^' todescribe. These ancient walls have a most 

rfo* * *^ noble and venerable appearance ; diey are 

_. . ^ ^ about fcMty feet high in many parts, with their 

. i^jj^ftfp* towers quite duouded with ivy. But it was 

i^ctfic^ in vain we attempted to discover tfie place of 

" jitffo*^ the breach by which the Turks entered. The 

1,- ifto** ^hde circuit of the walls is eighteen mites; 

rfiiey ^ but the line towards the sea is not so lofty as 

' luti<J^' ^ *^ '^^ About a mile off, on the plain, is 

. tf€«*^ ^ '^% mowiid, where Mahmoud pUnted his 

^^ ^ standard, and first beheld the city ; and, tran*. 

, kitf^f ^ ported with its beauty, swore by the prophet 

to «^-^ ^^^ ^ ^^ *«nce till it was his own. It is 

for ^' ™ectly opposite the gate of Tophcani, whence 
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the unfortunate Constantine made his last 
sally, and, being mortally wounded, was borne 
to a shaded spot near by, where he expired. 
There was an Armenian coffee-house at this 
place, outside the wall : we entered it, and 
soon felt the reality of Oriental luxury. When 
exhausted by heat and fatigue, to recline on 
soft cushions by the side of a fountain, t6 drink 
Arabian coffee or sherbet, and take the Argill^e, 
where die smoke, after passing through a vase I 
of water, comes cooled through a soft and curl- 
ing tube to the mouth— all this acts on the 
^nses with a powerful charm. 

We afterwards came to the ruins of a small 
Greek chiurch, lately destroyed, which had been 
held in peculiar veneration, on account of some 
sacred fish preserved there in a pool with infinite 
care. At the storming of the city by Mahjnoud, 
the wall near which this church stood was con- 
sidered impregnable. One of the Greek priests 
was frying some fish, "secure in his situation. 
On a messenger entering with the news that 
the Turks were forcing their way in, '* I would 
as soon believe," exclaimed the priest, " that 
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Atwmm. 
Stni^BP to sw, 
ad tbcK acred <iih wi^ pKwrvwl t£S bic^ 
inTioUhk, bat Act too In^ tukn. v:t1i their 
mtstars^ befiore the socrikji^mft^ Tuil^ \VKiW 
ve wane tkere, two poor Gtveks df^w ni^!)K 
with muks of the deepest rencKncew and one 
of diem shed tears at sight of the niins. We 
then took a boat, and landed not &r (ronx the 
Atmeidan, or cfairf squaie of the cttv: hen^ 
stands the ^pkndid mmque of Sultan Mah- 
moud, but no European, at that time^ was 
allowed to enter the mosques, and we could 
only gaze on the outside of Saint Sophia. On 
passing by one of the gates of tlie seragliis it 
stood open and afforded a glimpse of the rich 
gardens within : but this was forbidden grt)und. 
At the foot of the gate lay a number of headA 
of the wretched Greeks, and the boys were 
tumbling them about like footballs. Near tliis 
was a large fountain of a strikingly rich and 
elegant appearance, carved and gilded on the 
four sides, with several streams of water gush- 
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ing out. The care shown by this people to 
provide the lusury of water for the traveller 
cannot be too highly praised, and prevuls all 
over the East. At intervals along the roads 
itnd within the city are erected neat stone 
fountains^ placed, if possible, in the shade of 
trees : with a tin vesael suspended by a chain, 
to drink out of. We entered next the great 
bazaar, called the Bezestein. The bazaars are 
places of high interest to lounge in. Each 
b»de has its own street and department. The 
circular roof, by which also the light enters, 
screens them from the heat. It is a great treat 
to sit beside one of the merchants on his ele- 
vated seat, and observe the variety of people 
of various ranks and costumes who pass before 
you. The Persian, the Armenian, the Nubian, 
and the Tartar merchants, arrived with cara- 
vans from the most distant parts of Asia ; jfll- 
grims from Mecca, with their green turbans, 
and toil-worn yet haughty features— for each 
devotee holds his head higher after that enter- 
prise : Dervishes, who traverse all parts of the 
empire, some half naked, others decked in van- 
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oufi Qruamaibb. The Turkiiiti 
here at an cariv faoor, BM■lm^ mu iu^ iitut 
diop, fittfi in hk soft fibp^iei^ wiu. ni^ viv^ ii 
his hand, and is supplied with oafit?t a: mtervau*^ 
from the bpIIpt dose bv : lie nevei aj»k^ lor cuf*- 
torn, but waits tnuiquUlT till applied tu. Tnu^ 
he remains till Bunaet. 

We spent a few da\> ven^ delicti uliy at 
Theiapia, at tbe house of Mr. L. ; where a ver\' 
siogulfir adventure befel us. After sunset we 
Bet out on a long walk with Mr. and Mrb. L. 
and ascended the hill above tlie village. After 
eDJoying a good while the wide and exquisite 
scenery which the path commanded — the whole 
channel of the Bosphorus, the Black Sea, and 
the Seven-hilled city in the distance — we pro- 
posed to return direct home ; but the lady pre- 
ferred descending to the water<-gide, and to re- 
turn by a more agreeable and circuitous path. 
The tents of the Turkish soldiers, wild and 
irregular troops, lately arrived from Asia Mi- 
nor, were scattered on the declivities aroimd ; 
and it was certainly not prudent to be walking 
at 80 kte an hour, and without a guard. Wc 
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had nearly gained the foot of the hill when we 
were challenged by a sentinel from a bank 
above; Beveral others soon came up, and ar- 
rested our progress. They conducted us to the 
tent of their chief, in the middle of which he 
was reclining on a carpet ; but the entire igno- 
rance of each other^s language rendered the in- 
terview useless. The scene was very striking- 
The group of tents stood on a lofty bank at the 
water's edge, and the watch-fires at the entrance 
of each threw a vivid glare around : the whole 
was overspread by a noble group of trees, 
through the mas^ve foliage of which the moon- 
light scarcely penetrated. We were then «■- 
dered to a spot outside the tent, where the 
ropes crossing formed a sort of barrier. Thej 
most probably took us for Greeks; for soon 
after leaving Therapia a party of soldiers came 
there in search of two Greek gentlemen and » 
lady : and our companion's dress, in a light blue 
turban and black veil, favoured this idea. The 
chief at last allowed us to enter his tent, where 
he again endeavoured to examine us. He was a 
bold-looking man, with a handsome black beard 
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The white tents in one part were ranged close 
to the edge of an inlet of the Bosphonis; and 
the light of their watch-fires, spread over the 
waters, mingled with the most soft and cloud- 
less moonlight. As we advanced into the wood, 
large groups of soldiers were seated smoking be- 
neath the trees, and almost shrouded by their 
deep shade. Farther on in the valley, this camp 
of seven thousand troops was lighted by nume- 
rous lines of fires ; or the blaze of the pine-torch 
suspended from the trees. We reached at last 
the tent of the Facha, who was absent from the 
camp ; but his chief officer, the Kiaia Bey, was 
there, with two more officers of rank. The tent 
was lined with crimson silk, and floored witli a 
rich Persian carpet. The chief behaved in a 
very polite manner; apologized for his people 
having arrested us ; but advised us never to 
walk out late again without a guard, in such 
disturbed times, as he could not be answerable 
for the behaviour of the irregular troops. De- 
licious Arabian coffee was then introduced in 
small china cups, placed in another cup of 
chased silver, accoi-ding to tlie eastern custMn. 
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- ^Eiiik m ft ^iocr: dhsaoK^ ain«inc^ tnr 
trees, ^le wiic vet > i tec Turki^r i»u<u iRt> 

arcLered a ommd of six ^dh?Ts tr ftr^vminsu^x u> 
to Tliernsa. ^liere we ftr7:\i*c a: a iair 



The niQaqiie of the ^-hirhiuj Hemshfs «if«ir^ 
ed a mgdkMT esihihitian during the fcasa cd Bc'K 
raa. Takn^ off our shoe^ at die entrance^ ^t 
mingled amoog the ass^smMa^^^ of Turki; thai 
vas seated an t]ie floor. There mus a irroat doal 
rf amplkaty and degance in the huililing : a 
Ifflge drcular s^noe in the middle iras incJiw^^i 
by a ruling, within whidi w«ie near twentv der* 
vishes. Above, was a gallery with « frcmt ,rf 
gflt latdce-wOTlc, whidi held « j5w*t rmroWr of 
spectators as wdl as the musicians. The doxtw 
tions, if so they may be callea, Ix^n with tho 
chanting some parts of tho Koran, by n dor 
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▼iae in the gallery, wbtme voice gradually be- 
came loader, and the denruhes bdow began to 
walk round in a dide, slowly, with their arm* 
folded. At last the music struck up a lively 
stiam; and one of them, advanciDg into the 
middle of the circle, began to spin round like a 
top. They all threw off the outer garment, and 
in their white vest set to spinning, with their 
arms extended in a line with the top of their 
heads, and their eyes closed It is really in- 
credible how they oould endure such an inces- 
sant motion for such a length of time, it being 
continued for more than an hour, with two or 
three intervals of rest of a few minutes each. 
Though so many in a small space, and the vest 
of each flung out like a parachute, they did not 
come in contact with each other. 

The same day we had the pleasure of seeing 
the Sultan go in procession to the mosque. 
He landed from his splendid barge at the en- 
trance of the fort, and advanced slowly on a 
most beautiful charger, surrounded by his guards 
and chief officers on foot. First came the Jani- 
zaries in red ; then the soldiers, who wore mag- 
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LETTER II. 



CONSTANTINOPLE. 



We took boat one afternoon, with two Eng- 
lish gentlemen, for Scutari, to see the howling 
Dervishes. The mosque was very plain. Having 
taken our seats in the gallery, we waited for 
some time, while the dervishes were engaged in 
drinking, as our guard, a captain of the Janizar 
ries, informed us, to excite themselves to go 
through the strange exhibition that followed. 
A young man of the order then mounted on a 
flight of steps without the door, and summoned, 
in a very loud and mournful voice, for nearly 
half an hour, the faithful to attend. The der- 
vishes all entered, and, ranged in a long line, 
began to rock their bodies to and fro in simul- 
taneous movement. But this motion soon be- 
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came moie rapidr Mid Alk ami Mi)haniinefi, ac 
first praDomiccd m a bw wad «ul bmrr h«inH[ 
from tfadr lips with vii^kncK. Thiey chitu jiU 
thiev off their outer gamKntnv '«pnm|S ^'*>^ ^^^ 
ground, and thiew th^ stum {trru'AuAf ahnuc 
As their imagi iwt wMi beoMK mnnt hfcflfjcfir 
some stripped thenueUe* fwarl^ aak^eflr ofJiien^ 
foamed at the nooth; mut fw twfi odi AKtv 
exhausted, smk m the ^^jfijoflr aami nhit iEn«t» 
of God and the Prophet mi^f bit bi^Arrf a£»# 
off. It was a sngular ffpitctark fs€ fti')r.hi44H«t.aYi 
and hypocrisy combuurfi; hiit wi-ukf ^EnMiiitri ')94l^ 
more disgusting^ 6v ciK;^ iMrik Ektiiujf, cf r,A» «Aii 
applied them to tbttr k^ «nrf (icitf^ xtai ^xi^r^ 
parts of their bnrfi-!»y ttrll hirj»wlii-iig ^i« txtiulif^ 
their pain the oamifr /rf rhtc EfitrBAly ui wl'irjwc 
honour, they irocdd bm^e tWr #:T»wii Jr/iji* tt^steuk- 
hly heliere, they <«ff«f^ iSL fid^ A gT»t*Jt pwt 
of the derriJie^ ar* nf/tjim/j»±h ii^itenhjt* mA 
profligates, as the Ijietfjer iKf^ifTirftid T .iit* «fv 
often heard to call tbeoi. Ti^y cwa«ie< </ va- 
riouf orders; some live in iiiirxia;t4U:*fV:«y othftrs 
lead a vandmng life tfapcMi^n d^ff^rretn part* of 
the empire, chiefly 9uW«4tin^ on the ht>sfxulity 
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of the faithful In the island of Cyprus I met 
with a young dervise of this kind ; his features 
were fair and effeminate, and his long hair fell 
in ringlets on his neck and bosom; on the latter 
he wore several pieces of stained glass^fancifiilly 
disposed ; his appearance betokened any thing 
but devotion. Others are to be seen roving about 
with thick dishevelled hair, wild looks, and half 
naked; these profess poverty and setf-deidal, 
and are held most in reverence by the people. 
Many of these men ^ however, are sincere teach- 
ers and examples of their religion, and lead the 
life <^ pilgrims, or fix on some secluded spot, 
where they live abstemiously, and repay with 
their counsels the simple presents of the people. 
The most eminent of them are termed Santons, 
and have handsome monuments built on their 
graves in the shade of trees, which are ever after 
regarded with peculiar veneration. 

The fast of Ramadan ended a few days ago. 
As rigidly kept as that of the Jews : — ^the Turk 
finds it severe enough to remain from one sun- 
set to the next without a morsel ; then coffee 
and his pipe are indeed his solace, for these are 
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With wittt tnmiltuoiu jot (lid 
Ae WievcB deport tfacnaelTes in a cdStf^ 
not fir 6an the palace (if the Eun^i.ih 
i^or ! They danced wildly in i^rmipn 
Id die smid of die goitar and tambfiur, «tnw 
isKBd one anodier as diev talketi of rhe nif^t 
neirat liand, when die first app earn n n* (»f rhr 
nev mom dmuld gnntiHnri* tliat H.ama<lan won 
ofo^ and Bebam was begun. It (rame lU lane \ 
on diat ni^it ev^^ minaiet of rtie grand 
er«f^ • moaqoes was illrnnTHPfi from tiip to lieittiJiu 

ver, *** witfi innumerable rows of lampn. Y<iu (!fiuUl 

pitgicD? diatinguiah dioae of Achmetl, l^ileinuum^h, uml 

J soCJ'? *^ St Sophia; it was a peculiar and splendid fljiJit; 

oaJy* ™d die vast dty aaad its people itemed tii l)« 

presents » * huAed in the sdUness of midnight, waiting fiur 
jjj are ttf*^' die signal of fiestivity. The Enmunit frrjm the tup* 

lUineo^ ;, of die hi^ieat minarets eagpriy beat dieir linik* 

^^^ trhi^ *'* to catch die first ^impse of the new nuNm ; the 

enei**^ ™"°™* ^ ^** percdved, loud and joyful Ai nit's 

ended »^* '- ^t"ch spread mstantiy all over the city, an^ 
r the J*^' nounced diat the hour of indulgence was comif, 

xeXS^ ^ Jk *°^ ^ compensation for all thtfir deniidi*. It 
iii(^' '^ ""*% jJeaaing to obsorve, the next day» the 

his *>!«*'*' '''*'"'• ° 
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looks of kindness and almost fraternal feeling 
which they cast on each other. The poor man 
is often seen at this period to take the hand, and 
kiss the cheek of the rich and haughty, who re- 
turns the salutation as to his equal, a brother 
in the glorious faith of their Prophet, a co-heir 
to the privileges of his Paradise. Delight was 
pictured in every countenance ; every one put 
on his finest apparel, and the sound of music 
was heard on every side, mingled with songs in 
honour of their religion. We are too apt to 
divest the Turks of domestic virtues, yet one 
cannot but be struck with their extreme fond- 
ness for their children; beautiful beings they 
often are, beyond those of any other country. 
In Damascus, I have many times stopped in the 
streets to gaze at children of six or eight years 
of age, whose extreme loveliness it was impossible 
not to admire ; — ^and afterwards in Tripolitza, 
I cannot forget how the love of a Turkish lady 
to her two youngest children risked the murder 
<rf herself, her son and daughter, and her most 
intimate friend. 

The population of Constantinople has been 
much overrated: according to General Sebas- 



'3 
■1 



i*i 






^ 



I.? 






iuiBhiin: £Ks&sa. mir tunursi tuiUHaiu >. AUi tiv 

jint if ^ilii^!^ lUiiur till -iiim^*^ a' titr 3il>ull%/l^'l^*fc. 
«£tiiiiXB]£ <si£ru: iiiin£iT*ti. tnnuoEUit mnn -V ^-*aw 

dft jfitt- tfflUBHBotc iJiir ^ Turk utiiimr. ^ 7ifr> ^* m-V 



V\-e are*** 

their extP«=J^ . ./ ^ "^ - 

* *^"^ \At*^ rf their fie«iires> di^rt the >^>trtt «ikI the ^^^-«c^ 

^ ^' -nr^" •^"^ "^"^ deroted to this smmvkI dutv ; tlH>v 

't ir^ W 

lin^^ * »r.ftf& "^ genendlT sflenu ave thsit the !«hukI xiJt AlU 

Is J^ ^ 

'^^ ty,'/ pwrnounced in a lovand humMe ttHH\ i* <rftix^i 

w^ w 01^ '*c«'d- The mosques are in gtnic^ral iUiMUMiit^K 

pen ^^^ j^iju and the architecture quite simple ; \\\^ wi^ww \^ 

jiightc*'' God and passages firom the Koran art? inwriUtnl 

Ij^bie ^ gold letters on the walls^ A loftv wni^lor 
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goes all round the interior of the building: the 
circular space in the middle, where the pulpt 
of the Imaun stands, is lighted by a dome at 
the top. The assembly range themselves be- 
neath the corridor on mats and carpets; die 
greater part of the time is occufned in prayer. 

The habits of an Oriental are very nmple; 
the absence of every kind of public amusemoit 
and dissipation, with his rigid adherence to all 
the usages of his fathers, makes one day the pic- 
ture of every other. A Turk erf" good conditiiHi 
rises with the sun ; and as he sleeps on soft cu- 
abions, divesting himself but <tf a small part of 
his dress, it costs him little trouble at the toilet- 
He offers up his prayer, and then breidcfastH en 
a cup of coffee, some sweetmeats, and the luxury 
of his pipe. Perhaps he will read the Koran, or 
the growing poetry of Hafiz and Sadi; for a 
knowledge of the Persian is the frequent accom- 
plishment of the upper ranks of both sexes. He 
then orders his Arab horse, and rides for two or 
three hours, or exercises with the jerrid, and 
afterwards dines about mid-day on a highly sea- 
soned pilaw. In the afternoon, the coffee-houses, 
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^ ^^a^^'^ whither the Eastern story-tellers resort, are fa- 

I v|^ vhend^F^ Tourite places of entertainment; or seated in 

I'crlited brs^' ^^ ^^ kiosk, on the banks of the Bosphorus, 

- juigc thflW*** ^^ yields to his useless but delightful habit of 

•nd cup*'' musing. But the decline of day brings the 

• J i0 pje Turk's highest joys : he then dines on a variety 

. ^i? «f seasoned dishes, drinks his iced sherbet, en- 

tijpKnmS joys probably a party of his friends, and after- 

., jjjgjfl^ii* wards visits the harem, where his beloved 

'"* ^^ j-r^^ children are brought him; and his wife or 

- ^ eflJ* wives, if he has more than one, with the atten- 

- ^srffr slants and slaves, exert all their powers of fas- 
^ ^ - ggjll^' dnation for their lord. The Nubian brings 

^^ hi attkett* him the richest perfumes; the Circassian, ex- 

'^^ ^^^'^^ \g!^* celling in her loveliness, presents the spiced 

^^ ndtkel"^ ^^^ "^^ *^® ^"^"^ confection made by her own 

^^^^^^y^l^^ '^a^ds, and tunes her guitar or lute, the sounds 

' ^^ tA S^» ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ mingled with the murmurs of the 

S*^^ j^ fountain on the marble pavement beneath, 

in is *^ ^\ The utter desolation of the unhappy Greeks 

ranks ^^ ^^^^j forces itself on one's notice every day. The 

^' ^ ^ crtiA ^ spacious quarter of the Fanal, entirely inha- 

^^ ^* hi^y*^ ^^^ ^^ *^"^' ^^ ^^"^ "^^^y deserted. The 

nid-<i«y ^^eeJ^ ammating spectacle which the Bosphorus often 
rnoon,^ 
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presented at evening, of their pleasure-boats 
filled with Greek beauty and gaiety, has quite 
disappeared. Two fine palaces, which stood at 
the water's edge, were inhabited by two bro- 
thers, who held financial situations under the 
government. Being suspected, their heads were 
cut ofFon the same day; and their palaces as 
we sailed by them, were forsaken. The sweet 
shaded scenes around the hamlets and cottages 
on the shore, where this once happy people de- 
lighted to dance in groups to the mandoline, 
and sing the songs of their native land, are now 
mute. At times, in walking along the Bos- 
phorus, you may meet some wretched Greek 
flying from his pursuers, or see some murdered 
body floating near the shore. I mingled one 
day in a group of the lowest Turks, who were 
gazing on the corpse of one of their victims 
with an appearance of great satisfaction. One of 
them took hold of the body with a hook to 
throw it into the sea ; but another wretch in- 
stantly stepped forwards and stripped it first 
of all its clothing, when it was cast naked into 
the water. On visiting a fine khan, near the 
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Fanal, whidi was frequented by the rich Greek 

'*^ r^^ . merchantSy not a being was to be seen save two 

^**^'.\. .^^t Persian merchants, seated smoking in the open 

area, with pale and still features, and thdr long 

beards dyed black. Much of the effects of the 

[tuati**'* captive ot slain proprietors stiU remained in the 

i^nrtments. 

What tales of blood might be told of this 

war of extermination ! Just before our landing 

. li^sx^^^" ^ • at the town of the Dardanelles, a large village 

k>oce b*pP? '^Ttj- <» the opposite shore was attacked at night by 

ri* to ^ ^ a body of Turkish soldiers, and men, women, 

Y oati'^ ■•''^ |u «Jid children put to the sword, to the amount of 

iiinff ^^^ ^ ' several hundreds. 

,^vc^ ^^^^^^j^ ^^ ^ ^™^ evacuation of Parga, when its 

or s^ ^'^ ji i P^' people knew not where to find an asylum, 
' 1 ^r^ ^ ***^^^ *^d «** family had a distress all its own, a 
^t T»»*^ ^^ father and mother— I knew the circumstance 
• oac ^ *^ (w: well— offered an English officer their only and 
^t s»*^^*^^*^urti *^«t»*«l daughter. « Take her, signior,'' they 
^jy ^th • said, "j&om Ae misery around, save her from 

t an^^^ t« ^ Pacha, treat her always with kindness, and 
^ stripP^ she shall live with you." The young Greek 

^o^ cast ^ , stai resides with him, but her parents most 
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probably perirfied. Here, separatioos like this 
might be said to be mild, compared to some 
scenes, where the parents were butchered before 
the eyes of their children, who were borne away 
for the pleasures of the captor. 

At Smyrna, after the first massacre in the 
streets, the Greeks shut themselves in their 
houses, but sevend times they made attempts 
to escape in boats. Having watched that the 
shore was clear of the enemy, they hurried on 
board with their families, to gain some neutral 
vessel in the harbour. The Turkish soldiers 
quickly gathered on the beach, and kept up a 
fire of musquetry on them. It was sad to hear 
the cries from the boats, and see the poor fugi- 
tives dropping as the bullets struck them. 

After I left Smyrna, a singular circumstance 
occurred to an intimate friend and fellow-tra- 
veller, who chanced to spend a short time 
there. He was sitting in his apartment in the 
hotel one day, when a young and respectable 
Greek woman entered, and threw herself at his 
feet, weeping bitterly. She implored him to 
save her life, and procure her escape. Her 
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it a village inhabited by a few Greeks, 

tered a poor coffee-house to get some 

ment. They soon produced a dish of 

a and some fruit; and, what was more 

:able, some very good white wine. In the 

; of the meal some Turkish cavalry ap- 

3hed, amusing themselves with throwing 

errid at each other. The affrighted Greeks 

mtly hid the wine, and brought in its place 

essel of water. We wished the Turks at 

icca for spoiling our dinner: they entered, 

1 made some very pointed inquiries; but 

ustapha soon satisfied them, and, after de- 

anding some refreshment, they departed. 

VTien the heat had abated, we directed our 

ourse towards Buyukder^ : the jprospect from 

ihe hills, of that village and its valley, with the 

Turkish camp still pitched in it, the Black Sea 

beyond, and the river beneath, flowing between 

the shores of Europe and Asia, was noble in 

the extreme. It being evening, we turned 

down to Therapia ; and being kindly pressed by 

Mr. L. to spend a day or two with him again, 

sent the janizary with the horses back to the 
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SCENERY OF THE BOSPHORUS. 

^ city. The next day being Sunday, the 

I of the French ambassador's palace, v 

long rows of trees on the eminences, afiToi 
cool and retired promenade. Mr. M. a 
chant, who lived close by, dined with m 
visited his garden in the evening, and tt 
seats on the terrace just over the water, 
pipes brought. He was an elderly man, ai 
bachelor, and had left Scotland long ago. 
/ talked of his native land with deep pleasv 

^^ and of the days of his youth* Singular, as t 

sun was going down on the exquisite scenery 
^ the Bosphorus, stretched like fairy-land aroun 

us, to think and to talk so of the scenes c 
"lang syne,'' and all their dear associations 
r A cup of the whisky, and a song of the High- 

- lands, with a sight of the kilt, or his " ain dear 

;. lassie,** would have been more dear to him than 

^ the Arabian coffee we were sipping, the evening 

^ call to prayers from the mosque, or the shroud- 

fc ed and still forms of the women stealing along. 

^ The condition of the women in Turkey has 

I little resemblance to slavery, and the pity given 

f to it by Europeans has its source more in inia^ 
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ginadoD than reality. From thnr nstunlljr n- 
tired and indolent haUts, they care ksg about 
ex»rise in the .open air than ourselves. Tbey 
are very toad ti the bath, where large parties 
of them frequently meet and spend the greater 
part of the day, di^laying their rich dresses to 
eadi other, conversing, and takiog refreshmenU- 
From this practice, and the little exposure to 
the Ban, the Turkish ladies have (rften an ei- 
quisite delicacy of complexi<Hi. They (rflai 
sail in their pleasure-boats to various parts of 
the Bosphorus, or walk v^ed to the favourite 
promenades near the cemetery, or in the gu- 
dens of Dolma Batcke, with thar attendants; 
and they sometinies walk disguised throu^ the 
streets of the city, without any observatiML 
The government of ui English vrife over her 
own household does not equal that of the Tur- 
kish, which is absolute, the husband scarcelj 
ever interfering in the domestic arrangements; 
and in case o! a divorce her portion is always 
given up. 

The practice of eating opium does not appe»f 
to be so general with the Turks as is commonlj 



'iPIUM-CAnifG. 



Ibid aiipKt; ds fixed ^iuinefls n£ 'he '^ve it >ne 
tnae, or the maitiind iin^tneaa .it .inother* 



, ^ Miefod. Bat tins ia .l lec .>t .leopie it * ^>iw 

Ujin ^tBttnopiedeniiBd to rhia<inii^: ina 'he Flitv 

' _j-- \ riikia^ » tfaer aie <'ailpfi. ^lare *bat loilow ind. 

jfr than fl**** ' »_. ' , . . 

^ . vi w linciitcll ton tdainiy cj£ this lieacmctiTe liabic. 

^ . Arf* ^^f**^ aekicBi live hBToerd "iurtr ; 'o5« .lil iptJe- 

'' !^ ^^ titEfiirfiMil; and aa tfa«r itrenicrti ^aatt»* *he 

Jkgf caynig finr the vrvid excxtement 'if ipium :ii»* 

* iry f aeaBBSk. It is uaeieaft to warn a T!ienakite rhat 

I ^^ j(5 '^fi i» himyiiig to the tyrave. EEe 'tfjine* in the 

tJtf ff^ gw'ming to a largp cafle&4ifmae« a ▼ejl-Mi:nown re* 

•'^ . jj^ ; anrt for dns- purpose^ close to the -rtiperh nnjv4iie 

^^ ' ' . -gni ^ Siilprnmnich. HEavinsj -iwailowcid hia^ JilU li*^ 

7, their »^^ , . 

.^ wji? **^ hmmdf in the piartien in nrmu whicil is^ 

^^ /Jb«J^ afaufcd by treea^ He ha» rui \^sth to cdiauigti hib^ 

^ ^ fmstkaLf. finr motiaiL wnukL ^Hsturb hii* hiippint!>w> 

^^ r ji,: wfei he wiiL teJL yoiL i» rmiescribafak. Then 

. ^ t&e xnoflt w3d. auL blisi^il rcT^eiieii' (samtt cr*jwd- 

^^ Mg (mfamL ffi» g^e fixed (m the river bimeatli^. 

CMOBd witi t&e aoiLf of e^erv nadtjn;. or on 

At im^estBz !Ji0i?e» of Asa oppoate> or ¥a«»adx 

^ ^airf wfet tie giLfcd minairet* of Sukbttaait^h 

^^ * "t on Bngfr: — tf cxtcraat obj^ei^i hkri^at^eu^ 
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as is allowed, the illusions of opium, the Turk 
is privileged. There, till the sun sets on the 
scene, the fancy of the Theriakee revels in love, 
in splendour, or pride. He sees the beauties of 
Circassia striving whose charms shall most de- 
light him ; the Ottoman fleet sails beneath his 
flag as the Capitan Pacha : or seated in the di- 
van, turbaned heads are bowed before him, and 
vmces bail the favoured of Alia and the Sultan. 
But evening comes, and he awakes to a sense of 
wretchedness and helplessness, to a gnawing 
hunger which is an effect of his vice ; and hurries 
home, to suffer till the morning sun calls him to 
his paradise again. 

In this city you cannot proceed far withoul 
remarking the great number of coffee-houses ami 
sweetmeat^shops. The former are attended from 
sun-rise till night. Each person brings his small 
tobacco-bag in his pocket, which he is very ready 
to offer to a stranger who is unprovided. What- 
ever residence a traveller enters, from that of the i!i 
prince to that of the peasant, the universal com- 4 
pliment is the pipe and coffee ; the latter drunk 
without milk, and the former of a very fine and 
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meat ^Im^ and purrhasr what wmilil jilcM^v % 
child in England, and devmir » *iih a> Hnn-h 
fancbesf;. 

The dtDadm of the £ni;lish nifn-lwnt* wK 
ded here, is not an cn^-iahlt- imc. Hi^liio-d tu 
their own wmtracted drcK and thai dtNiiiutts 
with oue or two cxtvjitions "f fi'malf »viot\ ; 
no puUic amuwrnents, library, or Hiii-iii\ ihi-iv 
is a sad monotony in tluir life. Tiny sro Viiy 
hoBfritable to strangers, and <io nol sjwii- nnv 
attentions to make a residenw tliere nji^iiilili', 
The chief resource to a travi-llir \i ai l.mvl 
StrangfOTiTs. At his tahle, or at the rv.niiirt 
parties, were to be mot individunlx of ilijli'iiiil 
nations, chiefly Amieniam) and Fninko i biif 
there was a want oS vivacity ant) iiiti'ti'"! In 
them, arising from the n>straint prininfiil by lln> 
unfortunate state of affairs, and all irHcfiliiiiiK'' of 
viatswith the other aml)ost<adorNlK<iii(t m an "ltd 
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At the palace at this tune was Lady G. T^ a 

younger sister of Lady Hester Stanhope, and 
possesaed of the same spirit of enterprise and cou- 
rage, though less romantic and Oriental. She had 
just arrived from Persia, by way of Ge^Hgia, and 
had travelled great part of the way on bcn^eback. 
At Tebnz an offer was made her at an intro- 
duetion to the seraglio of the Prince Royal d 
Persia ; but it was declined. Sudi an offer oc- 
curs but once in a perscm's life. The beautiful 
author of the " Letters from TuAey" would have 
embraced it with delight, for ^e was a favourite 
with the Oriental women, and no subsequent tn- 
Teller has ever had her opportunities of knawii^ 
and describing them, or periiaps ever will. What 
can he moreexquiaite than her pictureofFatima, 
the Pacha of Adrianople^s bride, endowed with 
that mild digni^ and sweetness of carriage so 
often possessed by the Turkish ladies, and seated 
amidst her handmaids, directing their tasks <J 
embroidery ; each of whom was selected for ba 
beauty, but herself " so gloriously beautiful" ss 
to excel all her viator had ever beheld I 

Before leaving Stamboul, it is but justice to 
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LETTER III. 



ALEXAKDBIA. 



We left at last the " Pride of the East,'* at 
fljght of which the Prophet might hare smiled 
with much greater reason than he did at that d 
Grand Cairo. We sailed from CcmstantiDqile od 
board an Engh'sh vessel bound to Smyrna. HaT- 
ing cast anchor near the town of the DardaneDes 
on the following morning, we went otk sh(»e to 
visit the site of the ancient Abydos, about two 
miles distant. A lofty tumulus, with some re- 
mains of walls on the side towards the sea, mart 
the spot. The distance across the strait to where 
Sestos is supposed to have stood, is scarcely a 
mile; and any strong and practised swimmer 
might pass it without much difficulty. I "^^ 
little aware then, that this passage was destine 
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of peculiar good fortune Wei me, in the «>- 
gaging my rontantic and inraluable servmt, 
Michelle Milovich, a SckTonian: had I been a 
Moalemiii, I would ever after hare blessed the 
Prophet for causing that day to shine on me- 
He spoke seven languages, had read a great 
deal, and travelled yet moKf was perfectly 
brave, conversed with nluch intelligence, and to 
wander through new scenes was his passioaate 
delight. " I have heard, Sir," he first ad- 
drrased me, " you are going to Egypt, and 
dull be very happy to attend you there. I haxe 
travelled over the greater part of the worid, hut 
cannot die in peace till I have seen the Pyra- 
mids and the ruins of Thebes." My only cora- 
ptmion in many a st^tude and sorrow, more 
than once the preserver of my life, and always 
devoted and faithful ; how can I ever think of 
him without attacJunent, or forget his tears wben 
we parted? 

On the fourth morning, as the sun rose, we 
were close to the lale of Scio. Its appearance 
is very singular: six or ei^t miles from the 
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shore is a lofty chain of barren and purple rocks, 
which shut out all view of the interior, and the 
space between these and the sea is covered 
with deli^tful gardens and verdure, which in- 
doee the town on every side, except towards the 
main. 

The fine dimate cX this isle, the profusion of 
ddidous fruits, the beauty of its women, and 
the fnendly and hospitable character of the peo- 
ple, caused it to be preferred by travellers to 
any other of the Greek islands. In the evening, 
idien the setting sun was resting on the craggy 
mountains and the rich gardens at their feet, 
the shores and the shaded promenades around 
the town were filled with the Greek population, 
among which were multitudes of the gay and 
handsome women of Scio, distinguished for their 
frank and agreeable manners. 

On landing, we went to the ConsuTs house : 
he was a Sciote, and received us with much 
dvility. His wife and daughter, who were both 
very plain, made their appearance, and sweet- 
meats and fruit, with coffee, were handed round. 
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The day was sultry, and the water-melons and 
oranges, which were in great abundance, were 
very refreshing. 

The unfortunate Sciotes were the most effe- 
minate and irresolute of all the Greeks. The 
merchants Uved in a style of great luxury, and 
the houses of many of them were splendidly fur- 
nished. From the commencement of the revolu- 
tion, they contrived to preserve a strict neutra- 
lity; and, though often implored and menaced 
by their countrymen, refused to 6ght for the 
liberties of Greece, or risk the drawing on them- 
selves the vengeance of the Turks. So well had 
they kept up appearances, that the Ottoman 
fleet never molested them : till, unfortunately, 
one day a Greek leader entered the harbour 
with some ships, having a body of troops on 
board, who were landed to attack the citadel, 
in which was a small Turkish garrison ; and the 
Sciotes, fancying the hour of freedom was come, 
passed from one extreme to the other, rose tu- 
multuously, and joined the troops. The fort 
was soon taken, and the garrison, together with 
the Turks who were in the town, was put to 
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the sword. This was scarcely accomplished,, 
when the Ottoman fleet entered the harbour; 
and the Greek forces^ who had come from Samos, 
too inferior in number to cope with them, in- 
stantly embarked, and took to flight, leaving the 
island to its fate. Those islanders who had 
taken part with them, consisted chiefly of th« 
lower orders ; and two hundred of the chief mer 
chants and magistrates repaired on board the shi] 
of the Capitan Pacha, and made the most solemi 
protestations of innocence, and unqualified sub 
mission to the Porte. The admiral received then 
with great civility, expressed himself willing t 
forget all that had passed, and ordered coffee an* 
a variety of refreshments. But no sooner ha 
the Pacha landed his forces, about six thousan 
men, than he gave the signal for the massacr 
The details given me afterwards by Sciotes wl 
had escaped were enough to harrow up the sou 
During the massacre, the Turks, exhauster 
sheathed at times their bloody sabres and ataj 
hans, and, seated beneath the trees on the shor 
took their pipes and coffee, chatted, or fell asle< 
m the shade. In the course of a few hours th< 
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roae refreshed, and began to slay indiscrimi- 
nately all who came in their way. It was vain 
to implcune mercy ; the young and gay Sdotes, 
but a few days before the pride of the iskmds, 
found their loveliness no shield then, but fell 
stabbed before their mothers^ eyes, or, flying 
into the gardens, were caught by their long and 
braided tresses, and quickly dispatched. The 
wild and confused cries of pain and death were 
mingled with the fierce shouts of Mohammed 
and vengeance ; the Greek was seen kneeling for 
pity, or flying with desperate speed, and the 
Turkish soldier rushing by with Iiis reeking 
weapon, or holding in his hand some head drip- 
ping with blood. The close of the day brought 
little reprieve ; the moonlight spreading vividly 
over the town, the shores, and the ijch groves 
of fruit-trees, rendered escape or concealment 
almost impossible. But, as the work of death 
paused at intervals from very weariness, the 
loud sounds of horror and carnage sunk into 
those of more hushed and bitter woe. The 
heart-broken wail of parents over their djang 
and violated child — the hurried and shuddering 
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populace, into large pits dug for the purpose, 
which served as universal sepulchres. 

Twenty thousand are computed to have pe- 
rished during the few days the massacre lasted. 
Happy were the few who could pass the barrier 
of rocky mountains, beyond which they were 
for the time secure, or who were received into 
some of the boats and vessels on the coast, and 
thus were snatched from their fate. It was my 
fortune afterwards to meet several times with 
these wretched fugitives, wandering in search of 
an asylum; so pale, worn, and despairing, they 
presented a picture of exquisite misery — girls 
of a tender age on foot, sinking beneath the 
heat and toil of the way, yet striving to keep 
up with the horses that bore the sick and dis- 
abled of their party : and mothers with their 
infant.s whom they had saved, while their hus- 
bands and sons had perished. One who had 
been a lady in her own land, weeping bitterly, 
related to me the murder of all her children, 
who were five young men. Many a young 
Sciote woman was to be seen, her indulgent I jjj^, 
home lost for ever, her beauty and vivacity I -^^ 
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ance; the lofty mountains around have many 
(rf thar abrupt declivities covered with firs. 
The condition and advanta^a of the Greek 
cietgy are much supnior to those of the Catho- 
lica. The former are allowed to marry if tbej 
have not taken priests' orders ; and appear to 
lead a pleasanter life, and are mare free and 
courteous in their manners, than thdr brethren 
(^ Rome ; and their convmts are infinitely more 
neat and clean. This mcmastery of Nehah- 
monce allows every traveller the privilege of 
remaining sever^ days under its roof, where he 
will tind a comfortable chamber and good fare ; 
ftM- if there are any wines or provisionB par a- 
cettence in Aeir neighbourhood, monks are kk 
to have tbem. 

The Boil of this island produces an abundaoce 
of excellent fruits, the fig, olive, orMge, al- 
mond, and pomegranate ; the climate is healthy 
and delightful ; and, with the exception of the 
Isle (rf Rhodes, a stranger could not find a mon 
desirable residence. The red wine is the nw* 
esteemed in the isluid ; a small part only is ^^' 
ported, the Greeks making too good a use i>f H 
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e, and the elegance and mildness of 
rs of the Ottoman lady. But it is hard 
ave a Grecian isle without feelings of 
t. Of the different countries it has been 
ielight to visit, were I to choose a residence, 
ould not be on the shores of the Bosphorus, 
d the mountains of Europe and Asia rising 
m the water^s edge ; their sides covered with 
oves, villages, and delicious retreats, and be- 
veen their feet the deep and lovely glens which 
*ut a Moslemin in mind of Paradise — nor in 
£he glorious plain of Damascus, with its rushing 
streams and gardens of unrivalled luxury, em- 
bracing the sacred city in their deep bosom — 
but in some isle like Scio or Rhodes, of a pure 
and equal climate; its shaded walks leading 
through woods of orange, almond, and citron ; 
above which rise its pointed and purpled moun- 
tains, their wild bosoms covered with a thousand 
fragrant shrubs, the odours of which fill the air : 
where the sun sets in glory on the wave, and 
gilds the summits of other isles, which appear 
all around at the horizon^s verge ; and the moon- 
light brings softer scenery, with the guitar, the 
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and is encircled by a deep grove of cypress-trees. 
No guard or shade around a cemetery can be so 
suitable as that of this noble tree: with its wave- 
less and mournful foliage, it looks the very em- 
blem of mortality. The Orientals love that 
every thing should be sad and impressive round 
the abodes of the dead, which they never ap- 
proach but with the deepest reverence; and 
they often sit for hours in their kiosques on the 
Bosphorus, gazing with mournful pleasure on 
the shores of Asia, where the ashes of their far 
thers are laid ; for the rich Turk of Stamboul 
generally wishes to be carried after death to the 
Asiatic side, which he believes destined to be 
the last resting-place and empire of his country- 
men, " when the fair men from the North shaU 
have driven them from Europe." 

The society of Smyrna, consisting of the 
European merchants and their families, who 
mixed together on the most friendly footing, I ^ 
was very agreeable : the public rooms, callea I ^ 
the Casino, handsomely fitted up, were op^ I j. 
at eight o'clock every evening, and possessed I ^ 
a reading-room ; and travellers and strang^r^ i »j^ 
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harmonize little with the aspect of desolation 
and decay : the clusters of pigeons of many- 
coloured plumage, which flew around and nes- 
tled amidst the ruins of the Temple of the Sun 
at Balbec, had an effect much more in harmony 
with the splendid remains and scenery of the 
plain so truly and beautifully described iii 
" Lalla Rookh;^ 

In Smyrna we lodged at the hotel kept by 
an Italian. The windows of the apartments 
commanded a fine view of the bay and its 
rommitic shores. Several Greek priests and 
merchants dined at the table dTi6te, where we 
had a medley of Greek and European dishes. 
They looked very care-worn and suspicious; 
and they had good reason, for they could not 
go out of doors without danger of being mur- 
dered. One morning, as I stood in the street, 
a Greek servant, for declining to buy meat at I jl 
the stall of a Candiote butcher not far off, I ^ 
was stabbed by him with his long knife, and 
fell bleeding on the pavement About fifty 
Greeks got on board a Ragusan vessel, in order I g, 
to escape, the captain having been paid a laiige I ^ 
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the entnuioe of a poor dwelling in the skirts of 
the city: her fine tall figure, reclined against 
the wall as she stood, and her head bent to- 
wards some unhappy countrywomen, whom she 
was addressing, gave additional interest to 
the perfect symmetry of her noble and classic 
features. 

The inextinguishable lightness and versatility 
of character of the Greeks are real blessings 
their present situation; no vicissitudes appear 
to strike them with surprise or despair : active, 
enterprising, andf indefatigable, they possess the 
materials for making excellent soldiers : vain to 
excess, and ever sanguine in all their hopes and 
undertakings, ^I heard them exclaim, as they 
marched out of Tripolitza to attack the Turks, 
" We have beat them with sticks ere now ; and 
shall we not drive them before us with our 
swords ?''— Call on a Greek to die, and he will 
take leave of the world, to appearance, passion- 
less and undismayed ; bring the guitar and the 
wine, and he will dance, talk with infinite 
gaiety, and sing the Moriote songs all the night 
long. 
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A cncmtetJOioe of m reiy interesting and af- 
fecdng kmd ooemral at tiiis tifioe in one of the 
Giedc ifiles. A nimiber of the ifiLanders^ terri- 
fied at the approach of a Torkifih foiTie^ hurried 
OD board a large boat, and pashed off from the 
land. Tlie wife ci one of them, a young woman 
of nDoommoD Welmess, seeing her hufband de- 
parting, stood on the ^lore, stretching out her 
hands towards the boat, and imploring, in the 
most moving terms, to be taken on board. The 
Greek saw it without concern or ptr, and, in- 
stead of aiding her escape, bade his companions 
hasten their flight This unfortunate woman, 
left unjHioteeted in the midst of her enemies, 
struggled through scenes of difficulty and dan- 
ger, rf insult and suffering, till her failing health 
and strength, with a heart broken bv sorrow, 
brought her to her death-bed. She had never 
heard from her husband ; and, when wandering 
amongst the mountains, or lying hid in some 
wretched habitation, or compelled to urge her 
flight amidst cruel fatigues, her affection for 
him, and the hope of meeting him again, bore 
up her courage through all. He came at last. 
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when the enemy had retreated and 'the Greeks 
had Bought theiF homes again ; and lewning her 
situation, was touched with the deepest reraom. 
But all hope of life was then extinguished; het 
•pint had been tried to the utmost; love had 
changed to aversion, and she refused to see or 
forgive him. There is at times in the character 
of the Greek women, as was observed oa more 
than one occasion, a strength and sternness 
that is truly remarkable. The sister and rela- 
tions of the unfortunate wife alluded to were 
standing round her bed ; and never in the 
days of her health and love did she look bo 
touchingly beautiful as then : her fine dark eyes 
were turned on them with a look, as if she 
mourned not to die, but still felt deeply her 
wrongs : the natural paleness of her cheek was 
crimsoned with a hectic hue, and the rich tresses 
of her black hair fell dishevelled by her side. 
Her friends, with tears, entreated her to speak 
to and forgive her huaband ; but she turned her 
face to the wall, and waved her hand for him to 
be gone. Soon the last pang came over her, 
and then affection conquered ; — she turned sud- 
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twenty guns: Aey vcre frvim tHe isir v>f H> vV*t^ 
the BadTes of itiiidi jwe die K*^ j^kI K>ioc>4 
saflcws in their djitt- The wiiKl f a: uxl us* a^hI 
we were put to our resouice$ to p*ss the ti^m^ 
agieeaUy; but in Fraich vessels a pa>5<nxg\n" i* 
always less at a loss in calnis ami l>affling >kuuU 
than in any other, as the men selilom I^vh* thoii 
gaiety and good spirits. The mate, who wh^wuhI to 
have the chief command, was a fine and anltimtiM 
young Frenchman, who had a umall coIUh>(Iou 
of mterestfaig books ; the nominal (*ii|Miitu« Mou 
sieur Gras by name, was a little fiit >tmn« willl M 
serious and melancholy aspect. Kvi^ry mot m)M|i{ 
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and evening, before breakfast and supper, the 
crew were summoned to the poop, and he recited 
prayers in a sad and distinct tone, to which they 
all responded. On board was a most motley 
assemblage of passengers. A fat young German, 
who was on his way to Grand Cairo, to set up 
for a doctor and cure the Turks and Arabs, 
without knowing a word of their language, 
was accompanied by a sprightly young Italian 
woman, who had left her dear land to live with 
this phlegmatic fellow on the banks of the Nile : 
his pipe scarcely ever quitted his mouth, and he 
told marvellous tales, sitting on the deck with a 
naked neck and bosom ci VorientaL There was 
also a tailor from Italy, of a pale countenance 
and spare figure, destined for Alexandria to ex- 
ercise his calling ; and he put one in mind of 
the button-maker from Shefiield, who came on 
speculation to Constantinople with a cargo of 
his material, and found the Turks never wore 
buttons. A third was a dog-merchant, also an 
Italian, with his wife : he had a number of dogs 
of a very fine breed, to dispose of in Egypt, if 
he could find purchasers among the Franks or 
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the faithful. These three worthies and their 
two chiirti amiei (the tailor having no tender 
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' . ^^: compamon with him) travelled in great harmony 

^ ' ^j, t(^ther, and, while the baffling winds lasted, 

\ iw^fWl WIS ' 

' ^ # — ffej afforded no small amusement But at last we 

■* - ^rWm.«i« ^^ °^" ^^ ^°^ *°^ sandy shores around 

y ^^^ ^ d i* Alexandria. How sweet after a voyage the first 

rur^ tne gjgj^^ ^f j^j ^^ ^^ traveller has felt ; and 

a ^ -rt0«J^ Pompey's Pillar on the eminence above the 

,v a ?pr¥" - • " town, the canal frcHn the Nile just beyond, and 

;> her tJ^* ^^ thousand recollections attached to the residence 

w on the ^, of Cleopatra, gave an intense interest to that 

^qiiitt^*^ now before us. 

"''■'^!^ 

; J tor i>^^. 
Sheffield.'*';. 
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LETTER IV. 



EGYPT. 



Aftee a delay of a few hours we landed at 
Alexandria. It was mid-day; the heat was 
excessive, and there were few passengers in 
the streets. We were quickly doomed to feel 
what might well be termed the succession of 
^® Egyptian plague ; swarms of flies were per- 
petually fastening on our faces and eyes, so 
that we could scarcely find our way, and were 
obliged to keep our handkerchiefs perpetually 
waving. When we entered a coflPee-house, our 
sherbet or lemonade was instantly covered by 
a dark mass of insects, if we happened to leave 
up the tin cover with which the drinking-ve*- 
sels are always provided to guard against this I ^ 
invasion. We went to an okkal, and ordered I | 
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tcNDe dinner : the apartment was filled with n 
variety of peo[de of different costumes : a Turk 
fdt disposed to entertain them with a song — he 
put his tw9 fore-fingers bdiind his ears, fmd 
balding forward as he sat cross-l^ged, ejected 
sudi hideous nasal sounds, intended to be pa- 
r-rTEl ^' dietic, that we were obliged to take refuge in a 

small room upstairs. Here they soon brought 
r^rrT ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^> detidously dressed, and a 

dessert of fruit, whidi, with some excellent 

• --r rf« ^ cofiee, made a supeib repast after the starva- 

r* «s? eui^r tion on board ship. We hired apartments in a 

] thett ^^ " private house, and took possession of them the 

qiiVV same evoiiiig ; but the mosquitoes were dread- 
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'T be t^^^ ^y annoying— it was almost useless to close 

" your eyes, for you were quickly awakaied by 



I -je* ' :*e 



- OUT ^ t half-aJozen keen bites on different parts of 

7r ^ ^ '\^ *® ^^y ' ^"* ^^ face was the favourite part, 
jj^j^*****^* which next morning looked any thing but pale 
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wfiur. 

01^*'' • ^ Thefollowing day, having hired a couple of 

iiff^^ donkeys, the universal mode of conveyance in 

^^.^ijch *^ ; ^»8 country, and an Egyptian guide, I rode to 

\^ t^ e^^^ r«npey's Pillar. It is Ccmnthian ; the shaft is 
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about ninety feet high, and the base about five ; 
it is formed of three pieces of red granite, and 
stands on a small eminence. It may be seen 
from a great distance aromid. The Needle of 
Cleopatra, not far off, is near seventy feet in 
height, and formed of an entire piece of the 
same stone, covered with hieroglyphics, some of 
which are nearly effaced. The guide who at- 
tended me was a handsome elderly Egyptian, 
of a tall figure, and white beard; and was 
dressed in a long blue cloak, which left his 
bust and arms naked : he walked and ran be- 
side our noble coursers in the intense heat of 
the day. Vast and shapeless heaps of ruins 
are all that remains of ancient Alexandria, and 
one cannot well imagine a residence more 
mournful and heart-oppressing than the mo- 
dem city. Tracts of sand spread on every 
side, varied here and there by a spot of ver- 
dure, or a group of palms. There is not on? 
object of interest, or a single pleasant walk, in 
the flat and monotonous region around. The 
Convent of Mahmoudich and the English Con- I ,j^ 
sul's garden, are the only exceptions. Th? I ^ 
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Ht iarnnociiiiir scirrcri vr 'Aurmir'^L ^=kL- 
tiie Pac^ of Xxnn iiTuiniL "tiLi- sr^^ . acr^ ex- 

fctad tc» mt 11' cnmeiits n iiti: T uniiii enir.iTi. 
Of Gndk eszrraiTiiai^ iii>-«!feK*L ir ir"tac iminna*, 
a iqIt pcjfciiaai^ t*s na^-my miL TUiMrr m ^ir 
cxerathoii of im- piam^^ — a*, via- Ti*T»vt^£ m lur 
motfifiacR' at lie •Ltirat inmcrec l^jxmti^uLt Kt^f^^ 
^^um he mrjusi to a tancuel- — xiit iziiie vili 
«00Q coaie vlieai he vzH rhrcrw ciff tif depettK 
dcDoe on the Porte, and erect Elgrpi inixi a 
aorerdgoty. He is 'fienr fcsMi of Eimopeanss 
^ bas engaged a great many in his $ier>ioe' ; 
and bang perfectly fiee from bigotry to the 
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£EUth of the Prophet, he never requires them to 

change their religion. He is ardently desirous 

to improve his country, and has established a 

sugar-manufactory on the Nile, and several of 

cotton in Cairo. He longed for the luxury of 

eating ice ; and there being no such thing in 

Egypt, Mr. Salt, the British Consul-general, 

sent to England for an apparatus for making 

it The machine was conveyed, on its arrival, 

to the Pacha^s palace, and the Nile water made 

use of for the purpose. Mahmoud Ali hung 

over the whole operation with intense curiosity ; 

and when, after several disappointments, a 

large piece of real ice was produced, he took it 

eagerly in his hand, and danced round the 

room for joy like a child, and then ran into the 

harem to show it to his wives and mistresses; 

and ever since he luxuriates upon it The 

great canal of Cleopatra, which he has lately 

made, or rather revived, forty miles in length, 

connecting the Nile with the sea at Alexandria, 

is an extraordinary work : for a considerable 

time he employed a hundred and fifty thousand 

men about it, chiefly Arabs of Upper Egyyt ; | \ 
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of tbese, tinottT tVwH—1 £ed ^uriiu: tbe pncw 
gress of the iPoriL Havn^ ndden out CKrlr 
me niflnung in die no^ilKiiirfaciod <£ "Ait chr, 
md colered sn ck^jot Ikhmc viUdi Afi «ms 
bufldiiig for Us son, ine soddenl j beml tbe 
MHmds of muac boat vitfaout, and peroared it 
was the Padia Jiimaplfj vidi bis guards wl>o bad 
just arrived from CainiL He was od foot, and 
stood OD the lofty bank of a new canal he was 
makiiig, earnestly observing the innun^erable 
workmen beneath. He was of middle stature, 
and plainly dressed ; his age appeared between 
fifty and sixty ; his features were good, and bad 
a calm and thoughtful character ; and bis long 
grey beard fell over his breast The bed of 
the canal below presented a novd spectacle, 
bang filled with vast numbers of Arabs of 
various colours, toiling in the intense heat of 
the day, while their Egyptian taskmasters, vritb 
whips in their hands, watched the progress of 
their labour. It was a just and lively repre- 
sentation of the children of Israel forced to toil 
by their oppressive masters of old. The wages 
Mahmoud allowed these unfortunate people* 
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whom he had obliged to quit their homes 
families in Upper Egypt to toil about this 
work, were only a penny arday, and a radoaof 
bread. Yet such is the buoyancy of spirits of 
the Arabs, that they go through their heavy 
toil with gaiety and cheerfulness. By liaoon- 
light I took a walk round the spot where they 
were encamped : they were seated under their 
rude tents, or l)ring down in ranks without 
covering but the sky, eating their coarse 
of bread ; yet nothing was heard all around but 
the songs of their country, unmelodious enougi- 
mingled \Hth the loud clapping of hands m 
concert, which is always with them a ago' 

joy- 

The distance to Rosetta from this tovii» 
about two or three days' journey. The 
of scene is delightful on approaching the 
place. Situated in the midst of groves rf"*'^ 
trees, and gardens of banana, orange, and 1^ 
trees, on the banks of the Nile, Rosetta is I** 
bably the most desirable residence in.I«T 
At present its commerce has much A 
and is inferior to that of Damietta, thougfi 
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•^ al^ ^ imnd in SQcsesaiaD, with Tukos kinds of miiest 

^A fr^ vd a profiiaioii of sweeCmesIs and ahefbeL At 
to ^*^, '^urD^y- vt, when die music was broiig^ and the li^ls 
ee ^^^ ^^r^pro^^^ W^^ a vi^d ghtfe throu^ the room, die oom^ 
itfol ^ -^ of gr® my became gay and joyoua, and a numbtf of 
in *^ <iii0» o*'^**^ ^'^^ g"^ commenced their Voluptuous dance 
J of ^^T^ fjil^ ^'^^^ *^^ ^*^se of the tambour and castaneta. Many 
iS ^^ - te^d«^! tibe guests of both sexes joined in dandng, 
d^^^ « l^ ^ *^^ ^^"^ formed in groups to enjoy their 
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chibouque and coffee. The bride and bride- 
groom stood befflde each other, and looked very 
inanimate and imimpassioned : the former, who 
was an insipid good-looking giri, seeming resol- 
ved nothing should rufiBe her Oriental apathy- 
After they had retired, the mirth of the com- 
pany became more vociferous, and was kept up 
till a late hour. The Consul had a very pretty 
wife, of whom he was extremely fond, and to 
whom he behaved with as much and more defer- 
ence'than if he had been a European husband. 
He never ventured to join her parties unless 
invited ; but this is the Eastern etiquette, the 
ladies who visit the harem being always sacred 
from intrusion. He one day introduced to her 
two English travellers, who were at Damietta : 
she was reclining on soft cushions, and had on a 
handsome robe of green, and no turban on her 
head. She had large black eyes, a languish- 
ing look, and a complexion perfectly colourless: 
in conversation Aie seemed to be indeed with- 
out an idea. 

Having taken passage on board a vessel of 
the country for Cairo, we sailed up the canal. 
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the shoies of vfakh preienled tKMag but 
and banenness to die view. But ham ddi^it- 
My the scene was changed, vlieo, <m csuuiing 
upon deck eaily the next mormi^ we peroeived 
the vessel going slowly down tbe Nile ! It was 
just before sunrise, and the softest hues woe 
^Heading aU over the hoiimn. The dioies 
were covered with groves of pafan, WBMang whkh 
were numerous viUages, while here and there 
the white thin minaret rose into the air, and a 
uniyersal sdUness reigned throughout the scene. 
It was impoesoble to find onesdf^ for the first 
time, on this oelehnited river, without the five- 
liest emotion. The hoat stopped for some hours 
at the town oi Foua. Having bathed in the 
nvexy I walked through the town : though so 
early, the shops were open, and fruit selling in 
the streets : more than one good Moslem, who 
had just risen from his bed, had taken his seat 
without his door, and with the Koran in his 
hand, was reading the Proj^ef s splendid pro- 
mises, or teaching his child his prayers. £ven 
in this town there were twelve mosques ; and 
the Muezzin, from the top of the minaret, had 
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begun to call to prayers. This cry, in so still 
a' country as Egypt, and heard at the dawn or 
at night from a distance, has an effect the most 
beautiful and solemn that can be conceived. 
The Orientals choose those who have the most 
powerful and melodious voices for this service. 
Often on the Nile in Upper Egypt, when the 
dlence of the desert has been around, that cry 
has come from afar : — " There is but one God 
— God alone is great and eternal, and Moham- 
med is his Prophet,'' — ^like the voice of an un- 
dying being calling from the upper air. The 
Nile is, in general, a calm and beautiful river, 
about a quarter or half a mile wide, frequently 
less, but during the inundation it often spreads 
two or three miles in width. Having returned 
on board, instead of some rice and a piece of 
buffalo, which I had pictured nnght be die fare 
in Egypt, I found a traveller might have his 
luxuries here as well as in more civilized lands; 
as my breakfast consisted of new bread, milk 
warm from the cow, coffee of the East, delicious I 14^ 
grapes, and. fresh cheese. On board were a I -^ 
nunober q[ passengers of various descriptions. I ^ 
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Among them was a Janizary above the common 
rank, on his way to Cairo, where he had a home : 
he ¥ras a little man, well dressed and armed, and 
amused himself with abusing the Arabs ; and 
having spread his handsome carpet on the deck, 
and reclined on it, with his pipe, he looked 
about him like a lord : he had three or four 
mistresses. On the deck, beneath a canopy, and 
attended by her black slaves, sat an Egyptian 
lady : she sometimes allowed a portion of her fea- 
tures to appear, and, though in general shrouded 
from view^ contrived to see very well all thai 
was going on upcm deck, as we found by the 
occasional loud peals of laughter that came fron 
behind the curtain : once or twice she sent Ui 
a present of some sweetmeats. In a small cabir 
adjoimng ours, were two Frenchmen, who laugh 
ed and talked as if they were in Paris, tool 
then* meals a la Frofifaite^ the dtjtiini a U 
fourchette at eleven, and dinner at six, in defi 
ance of Orientalism: there were sundry crth<: 
passeogers of less note. Our progress was ra 
ther slow, as the crew appeared indifferent sdl 
«»; but nothing could be more lovely than t 
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glide along at night in the calm cloudless moon- 
light : amidst such scenery it was difficult to 
close one's eyes in sleep. The effect of the moM- 
Kght on the eyes in this country is singularly 
injurious : the natives tell you, as I found after- 
wards they also did in Arabia, always to coTer 
your eyes when you sleep in the open air. It is 
rather strange that passage in the Psalms, " the 
sun shall not strike thee by day, nor the moon 
by night,** should not have been thus illustrated, 
as the allusion seems direct. The moon here 
really strikes and affects the sight, when you 
sleep exposed to it, much more than the sun : a 
fact, of which I had a very unpleasant proof one 
night, and took care to guard against it after- 
wards : indeed the sight of a person who should 
sleep with his face exposed at night, would soon 
be utterly impaired or destroyed. 

On the second day a very distressing circum- 
stance happened. Our Reis, or captain, was a 
respectable and venerable olid man, very devout; 
and it being past mid-day, and the vessel crowded 
with passengers, he was anxious to be as retired 
as possible at his afternoon prayers, and went 
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ht in tkeob***^ into the small boat a«tem. He had knelt 

, j,;goerv*«* *""*^ ^^ ^^^ ^ Mecca, and was quiu 

HeJta''*^ sorbed in his religious exercises, his long m 

' this coBBtn^^ *^^^ ^^ tranquil features, with his posit 

Ufoa,^^^^ presenting a meet picture of Oriental devot 

* l/ata«l**?*'^ ^'^^"^ ^^ making one of his prostrations, 

• ' in tk^P** ' '^^^ *^ ^^^' ^'^^ ^°^°^ *"* balance, plunj 

"^^ i, tbe Ps"!*'' ''^ W into the NUe. The alarm was 
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^ LenA^^ *^ water !^ resounded from all parts of tl 

Tk^^ *^P' ''^^^e vessel was going at a rapid rate, an 

"^ s«*t,*«- ''^ «*^ Wm borne down by the stream for som 

^j^ distance, buffeting with the waves, and utterini 

"ij]^ii«' """""""^ plunged overboard, but they were 

, pencf ** "^^ *° overtake him. The old man's life 

J^ ^ked immediately, he would have been saved ; 

uw^^'^ *^* ^ confusion on board was so great, that 

I cMf*^ •* *!*" *"" "^g*******- His son, a taU young Egyp- 

rdT**" **^ ''^"* *° "•'^ *^° for some time on the 

•hore opposite to where his fether sank, uttering 
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On the fourth morning I landed with Michelle, 
and took a long walk by the shore, till we came 
to an Arab village, with a few date-trees around 
it. It was built, as all the Egyptian villages 
are, of unbumt brick ; the houses consist only 
of one story, and the earth-floor is partly co- 
vered with rush-mats ; and seats of earth, a few 
feet high, are raised next the wall, and covered 
with mats as a divan. We succeeded at one of 
the huts in procuring a bowl of delicious new 
milk, and some hot unleavened cakes baked on 
the hearth : Michelle, having bought a couple of 
fowls at another cottage, prepared one for dress- 
ing, as it was uncertain what time we should re- 
join the ship. One of the Arab women under- 
took to cook the fowl, and carried it into the 
sanctuary of her houise, which we were not suf- 
fered to defile by our presence: the Sultan could 
not be more watchful of his seraglio than these 
women, though they could not have a better 
guard to their honour than by putting one of 
their own faces at the entrance, for they were ex- 
cessively plain. Th^se people are of a dark com- 
plexion, and imprint their names in Arabic on 
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their wrists ; and the women have a simiL 



, L^jfiS dehble mark, stained with a green colour 
^ uil*^^ tending from the mouth to the chin. At 
"^* . v^ftiti having seated ourselves under the shade < 
L.^i^ ^^ amidst a crowd of Arabs, some naked 
some clothed, the fowl made its appearai 
swimming like a great frog in a large vessel 



*'^' *JL J^ '^^^ water, and we had to tear it in pieces w: 

' w^^* our fingers. These people are very indolent, a 

^' . j^. seldom seen at work in the fields ; and thou^ 

J? * i^^ the Nile has plenty of fish, they do not care i 

. J , ^ be at the trouble of catching them. 
h^^^ . [jj? On the Monday morning we entered Boulac 

ne, p'^r^ rj^ the port of Grand Cairo. Our effects being put 

hat ti0^ 

\ *'** ^^^ on a camel, and asses being procured, we pro- 
file ^A^*^ . ceeded a mile and half to the consular house, 
au^ *^ passing, ere we arrived at the city, through 
^'Ijjcp i3pgg uninhabited tracts, covered with sand and 
yeo^' ^- enormous heaps of rubbish, the ruins of the old 
,fj5 ^^^ ^jj city. The day before, we passed near the vil- 

Jd ^ ^ lage where the family and relations of the unfor- 

L^ puttws 

^ ^ t^ ..itf tunate old Reis Uved. His son landed there to 

^^^ f d^^ ™^* * number of friends who drew near ; and 

' ^^ ' As^ ^^^ ^^^ latter understood the unhappy death 
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of the father, they began to mourn in a loud 
voice, and for a good while continued to jain 
their tears and wailings, striking their breasts 
and clasping their hands. The Orientals, on 
the various occasions I have had of observing 
them, express with great force and simplicity 
the stronger emotions of the soul, — of sorrow, 
of joy, or of meeting after a long separation. 
The parting of a Turkish family in Greece, 
when death hung over every member of it — the 
meeting of two friendly tribes of Arabs in the 
desert, — were scenes never to be erased from my 
remembrance. 

Mr. Salt, the Consul-general, who was at 
Alexandria on our arrival there, having hand- 
somely requested us to make his house our home 
during our stay at Cairo, we proceeded thither. 
It is in a very retired situation, the approach 
being through narrow streets and passages. It 
was now the month of August; and though 
the weather was very sultry, I did not in gene- 
ral find the heat oppressive, except when walking 
out at mid-day. The purity and charm of the ■ ( 
mornings and evenings in this splendid climate I ] 
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are merv sreat : a t^nad i> ssnceU to ht ^por. ir 



.»- -v begin to •*"''* 

" ' i.-u.rttm«i^ the fikv; or, when ^k3ile« it is of the mo^t 

\,. striking *^^ tr««pB«it idiii««». 

j »ailii^ jj^ ^^^jj^ ^P^^j^ ^1^ lj^ ,^j^ ^ TB«li*e Ac fiwr- 

rhcir haiw^ ^ f^j^. mfioent deacripdons of the Oriental writers. 






^-a«j(>ns ^ 1^ Tnmifanap faiBs of rufafaiah en all sides of the 



uith g<^ ,^ dty, which have been acnnnnlating for aft^^ 

rji<)tioii3 01 ^^ and which are stOl increased by whad h^ browc^it 

fter s^^ 

•uvting •'^ . (;, out from Caiio ^Udly on the backs erf inult^ 

tish ft^n^J 

f a TurKi=»* ^^ pj^jjj^g ^ sapenor magnitude of the old city. 

tr overc^^^ ., But with regard to the general mass <rf the 

friendly ^ j^ buildings, the modern capital is peT)ia)\s as 

nt** o^^^ ^ ^lendid as the famous ** Masr"^ of old : the j\f*- 

, ^ laces of the caliphs, and some other public 

Covsidrg^ . ^ builduigs might have beautified the latter, b\it 



^ irrrival ^ ^> n^ost rf the streets of Cairo have an extremely 

, to DO**^^ .^c^ ^tiq'ie appearance, and present in wchitecture 

C'aU^ ^^ '^lIV' ^ materials, no doubt, a picture of what it 

rred dt*^^ ^^ was formerly. In extent it is very inferior tn 

-r stT^^ ib- Constantinople, and contains about two htmdrr«l 

f ^uff^' ., and fifty thousand inhabitants. But much ol 
th A'A f^ 

aitxy^ ^ jL^ii ^ former is taken up with gardenn^ whcrrrt? 

" ^^e^^^^P , ^i ^^"^ ^* almost destitute of tho^e elcartrnf^** 

^iMti^y ^^ '^^ houses are built of brick at a dirty vnhur 

1^ 
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and are more lofty, aud the streets are wider, 
than those of the capital of Turkey. The win- 
dows of lattice or framework of wood often 
project a couple of feet beyond the wall, and 
admit a view of what is passing without, and 
are at the same time screened from observation : 
here the inhabitants love to sit. The interior 
of the houses, from their construction and the 
position of the windows, has scarcely any sun,— 
coolness and shade being studied as much as 
possible. The streets are unpaved, but hard; 
and to allay the diist and keep them cool, the 
inhabitants throw water over them. Camels, 
loaded with skins of water, are almost continu- 
ally driven through them, and the water flows 
out on the path as they go along. A traveller 
is soon convinced that the Orientals judge 
rightly in building their capitals with such nar- 
row streets ; in this climate it is quite a luxury 
to enter one. The height of the houses, and 
the prelection of the upper stories, keep them 
always cool and shaded, and the biirmng sun is 
excluded. This dty is chiefly supplied with 
water from the Nile, in the conveyance of which 
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.,f wh- » I-^**"' 




I the sti«^ '^ ^ ^^ different dweUings a vast number of cai 
. . # f^^, tt' are daily employed. The houses have all 
«tfk of *<^^ raced roofs, and that of the Consul's comma 
^^ , ^ ^iC. an extensive view of the city. It is delightfu i 

/ . _-A«ii rise by night, and walk there in the brilli 

moonlight, which has the appearance of a tr 
quil and beautiful day: you can see to rt I 
with perfect ease. From thence you can Ic 
all around on the terraces of other dwellings, i 
which numbers of the inhabitants lie buried i 
sleep. During the greater part of the night y< i 
iiii^^ - j^ J* hear no sound in this wide capitaL not even t i 

^ dust «*"■■ ^ tread of a passing traveller or houseless Aral i 

,„- wMt^ *^ .^ nodiing disturbs the impresnve tranquillity < 

,5 ai ^^*^* ,^\ ^^ hour, which strikes on the imaginatio 
ijrrh th*'**' icf^ "^^ lonely palm-trees, scattered at interva 

^ tbey ^ *^j^< around, and rising high above the houses, ai 
tJ ^'^ ^ jA^' ^ ^^ objects which break the view. 

^Ijgjr cal*** u; The habits of Ufe of the Europeans residen 

g;lijpf^ t^^i ^ C*"o are very r^ular : you find individual 

l,eJgb< • W' ^ ^''^^ France, Italy, Grermany, ic, man; 

upP^ ^^\L^^ ^ ^**"" ^^^ ™ 8*»^ «tyl«> "d gJve handsom 
j^ ^fid ^ ^^( entertainments occasionally. One cannot fin< 

is cbi^-^ rf^ the ccmforts of au En^ish breakfast at Cairo 
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s cup of ci^ee and a jnece of bread are ready 
at an early hour for whoever chooses ; at mid- 
day comes a luxurious dinner, of foreign cookery, 
with the wines of Eurt^, and fruits of the 
East ; and seven in the evening introduces sup- 
per, — another substantial meal, though r^er 
less profuse than the dinner ; and by ten o'clock 
most of the family retire. This is not the waj 
of living best adapted to the climate, which 
seems to require only a sli^t refre^mient during 
the sultry hours, and the stdid meal to be re- 
served tin the cool of the day. There is no 
good market to be found at Cairo ; excellent 
mutton is always to be had, but other meats 
ate difficult to be procured ; of wine there is 
none save what is imported, and this is very 
dear, and not of good quality. The orange 
and bananas of Rosetta, which are brought to 
Cairo, tiie fresh figs, pomegranates, ahnonds, 
and other nuts, «^ord an excellent dessert A 
mngular luxury in this city, as well as in every 
other in the East, is the Caimac, or clouted cream, 
exactly the same as that made in Devtmshire 
and Cornwall, and manufactured in the same 
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inimdatioQ bdng now at its height It is the 
custom for a vast number of people of different 
nations to assemble and pass the night near the 
appointed spot. We resolved to go and mingle 
among them, not doubting that something high- 
ly interesting would occur. We arrived at the 
place about eight at night, it being distant a 
few miles from the city : there was firing of 
cannon, illuminations in their way, sad exhibi- 
tions of fireworks. The shores of the Nile for 
a long way down from Boulac were covered with 
groups of people, some seated beneath the large- 
spreading sycamores, smoking ; others gathered 
around parties of Arabs, who were dancing with 
infinite gaiety and pleasure, and uttering loud 
exclamations of joy, afibrding an amusing con- 
trast to the passionless demeanour mid tranquil 
features of their Moslem oppressors. After 
some time, we crossed to the opposite shore : the I ,i^ 






:e 



scene was here much m(»re interesting; ranks of 
people were closely seated on the shelving banks I ^. 
of the Nile, and behind them was a long line of 
persons selling various articles of fruit and eat- I ^ 
ables. A little to the left, amidst widely scat- 
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ooflee-houflcs, canopied 
li lam^K. Pefpetmnj monng over 
this aoene, wliidi (both shores and ri^ner, and 
paknsy) was OlunHiied by die mosl 



Egirpt, Mamdukesy 
Arabs, and Tuiks. At a number of small sheds. 



riRsrionmusT. i 

in \^ '' *"^ g^^nP* ** trees, stood sei^rJ tents and 

«_jf(jfr- tempamy ooflce-houflcs, canopied ofver^ and 

' I > lod pa«4e iBjN"*^ lighted with kn^is. Pcfpetoall 

We iwoMtoH'' *" **^ "^^ ^^'^^ ***" 

1 kdn* that soa^^ 

,>t litHi «r uijieiit brilliant mooolighty were seen Alhanian soldiers 

^ 'i\wM^ ^ ^^^^ national costume, Nubians firam the 

.ht at nigh^ ^^ "^ . 

the City: Arabs, and Tuiks. At a number of small sheds, 

atit>n* I** . ^ €ach<tf wUdi had its light, or small fire, you 

fvu^ shore*" ^ 

k< ^"^ .^rt)#^ might have meat, fish, &c. ready dressed. We 

, from ^^^ y^A^t entered one of the coffiee-houses, «r large tents, 

^ gome seai*" j^^ to the top of which a row of lamps was sus- 

ores, siiH*^' .f pended ; and, the 

A**^ ^ «i1 utteii'?' ®P ^^ refreshing beverage, and still enjoy the 

J pleas**^ ^. animated spectacle around. Bdng much fa- 

^yy^ affofd^ ,jj^ tigued, I wrapped my cloak round me, and 

,iJess ^^''^^^larfs ^ *^^* ^^^ * couple of hours upon a rush-mat on 

jVf osl^^ vgiif *® fi^r» «> soundly as to hear nothing of a loud 

^^ to th^ ^ . i^ Mid desperate quarrel between some Arabs and 

j^ 0i<^ ^^jjrij'^ Albanians in the same tent ; but there was little 

g^atad ^ l^tj cause for uneasiness in any situation, while my 

hind ^^ /U0t ^ ^**ul Michelle was near ; he knew so well the 

g aX^^^^ jj^' manners of these people, and possessed such per- 
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feet presence of mind. The night was weariDg 
fast away, and, leaving the tent, we again joined 
the various parties in the shade, or on the shore; 
some feasting and dancing, others buried in 
sleep. The other side of the beautiful river, 
which shone like glass in the splendid light, still 
presented a gay appearance; lights moving to 
and fro amidst the trees, boats pushing off with 
new comers, and sounds of gaiety, with the firing 
of musquetry, being still heard. 

At last day broke, and soon after the report 
of a cannon announced that the event so ardent- 
ly wished for was at hand. We proceeded to 
the spot, around which immense crowds were 
rapidly gathering. The high and shelving banks 
of the canal, into which the Nile was to be ad- 
mitted, were crowded with spectators. We ob- 
tained an excellent situation for observing the 
ceremony, by fortunately meeting with Osmin, 
a Scotch renegade, but a highly respectable 
man, and the confidential servant of Mr. Salt. 
The Kiaya Bey, the chief minister of the Pacha, I t^ 
soon arrived with his guards, and took his seat I ^ 
on the summit of the opposite bank. A num- | *i, 
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oztvL IihimIji dK TMMnit ^^Me- jmy 

and «^— i*^^ ait tbtt octh infaoaftL cbit 

stasngdLtii pBflb. (fiGmnt tfae mnniisi^ pict^ ^uMif 

good 9H1 of HoiKT.,. tdbnimxig k ktto^ tbce Wl 
flf^candbclofirywtKieagNQit WMmv iwe«iawkt 
1n>p scxBdbied for it. SeT«nl of than h^l « 
ml of net, fastened on tibe lop of a ])i4in K> 
caldi die noney as it Ml. It w«» WA AVAU^^n^ 
scene, as die water gadi^red fast roand |K«hm« 
to see diem struggling and gn^i^r M^^H^Ht th^ 
waves for the coin ; but the violence ^rf the t^M^ 
rent soon bore them away ; and theiv wt^iv >Kinu^ 
who had lingered to the last, and now Hiuight to 
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save themselves by swimming, still buffeting the 
waves, and grasping at the money showered 
down, and diving after it as it disappeared. 
Unfortunately this sport every year costs a few 
lives, and one young man was drowned this 
morning. The different vessels, long ere the 
fall had subsided, rushed into the canal and en- 
tered the dty, their decks crowded with all 
ranks, uttering loud exclamations of joy. The 
overflowing of the Nile is the richest blessing of 
Heaven to the Egyptians : as it finds its way 
gradually into the various parts of the dty and 
neighbourhood, the inhabitants crowd to drink 
of, and wash in it, and rejoice in its progress. 
The vast square, called the Birket, which on 
our arrival had presented a sad and dreary area, 
was now turned into a novel and beautiful 
scene, being covered with an expanse of water, 
out of the bosom of which arose the fine syca- 
more-trees. On one side of this square is a pa- 
lace of the Pacha ; on the opposite side is the 
Coptic quarter : — ^the palace of the chief of the 
Mamelukes, of a poor appearance, with some 
houseS; fortifications, and ruins, forms the res 
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cflUbspms. Ill mB iw_ iiiiiil ilii 111 w 

tale of ^csdme, md 1 m ■■ijawed widi |A^^ 4 
nniiB, one flm hndhr uMueivy htm the ^nUsM 
caa ever imA Aon; hat evtai dsT^ «ft«T th 
cuttiogrfAebnik^it k imaesdng to «c hoi 
fliko% and ineasdbhr ^pmat «fter f^iacc i 

m inary^ useless des«9%« into 1 
smflh^hed a£ watet^ wbiA brings honlth iin<) 
abundanoe iridi it Hie sounds of joy «nd fof^ 
tirity, cf mnflic imd songs, «i« now hc«rd all 
aver llie dty, indi cries of *^ Allah, AUah^ «nd 
thanks to the Divine bcyiinty for so incstinMihlo a 
Uessuig. 
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LETTER V. 



Egypt. 



Not far from the dty, on die way to the 
Desert, is the burial-place of the Mamdukes, 
the most splendid cemetery in Egypt. Here 
repose the Beys, with their followers, for many 
generations. The forms of the tombs are raii- 
ous, and often magnificent ; over the sepulchres 
rise domes which are supported by slender 
marble columns, and some of these are finely 
carved. The tombs of the Caliphs are distant 
a mile and half in another direction from the 
dty, amidst the sand : they are beautiful mo- 
numents in the light and elegant style of the 
Saracenic architecture, and are in a very pe^ 
feet state of preservation. They are built « 
fine limestone, and are lofty square buildings? 
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ibcetiN. cndhKtn^ a ^noonfr Ej^rrpliHi bride lo 
her hnih—i A ^qmnt camopT of ^k w* 
home d h ng, |«wj e d g d br »i«ral friends and 
dvnn, aD ■immh^ and three wen faUoved with 
die tmhoorines and pipe. Two fSemale ivw 
bthfcss who walked beside die bride, hdd the 
caupj ofver her; she was shrouded froin head 
to fioot, so dosdy and ungraorfuUv^ that noC 
die least beauty of figure was discernible^ and 
a thick white tcQ concealed her fieatuies two 
holes only being left for bar dark eyes to look 
thnx]^. Beneath this coarse exterior the 
tidiest dresses are often worn; but all is sa- 
cred, both form and feature, and splendid attire, 
till arrived in the harem of the bridegroom, 
when the disguise is suddenly thrown off, and 
his knpatient looks are bent painfully or de- 
lightfully on his dear unknown. This pro- 
cession moved at a very slow pace to the sounds 
of the music, and the lively cries of joy of the 
women. 
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Grand Cairo is encompassed by a wall, which 
is about ten miles in circumference, and of great 
antiquity. Mount Mokatam stands near the 
city, of which, and the whole country, it com- 
mands a most extensive prospect This moun- 
tain is of a yellow colour, and perfectly barren. 
Beneath, and in a very elevated position, is the 
citadel, which is of great extent, and in many 
parts very ruinous. This fortress is now more 
famous for the massacre of the Mameluke Beys, 
than for any other eVent The Mameluke force 
in Cairo consisted of from five to ten thousand 
choice troops, commanded by their various 
Beys. It was a novel and splendid spectacle to 
a stranger to view the exercises, the rich ac- 
coutrements, and capital horsemanship of the 
Mamelukes, which were exhibited every day in 
the great square of the city. 

The chiefs and Mahmoud were constantly 

. jealous of each other: he longed to curtail 

or destroy their power, and they dreaded his 

unprincipled ambition. After this state of 

■ 

affairs had lasted a good while, sometimes m 
open hostility, sometimes under a hollow frieno- 
ship, the Pacha professed the most entire ano 
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,. .«4ts cordial reooncQiatiiiB- UimB of ^^. 

i- fOC«»r^ i^ji agreed on, and he innlcd dbe ]fey» to a apkwU 

- in cirfl"^**^ ^ : banquet in the chadd. The 

ml M***^ ^^ ^^ these unfortunate men waa amg _ 

^ cbf *^ ^^ to the proteslatioDa at a ann wfaoae fiicfakaa 

aen=^^ ^'"^^tHlf^' character they knew ao wdL It wa» a bean- 



,^ colo»>'' \]^- *^ ^y» ™* *^ ^"^ hamind duA, oa 

^veTT^^*''*^ 1^^ their mort aopeib tumaeaa and m Arir cogtfeat 

, ^f giea^ est^^ ^, robes, entered the loi^ and winSmg poaa tfao* 

TW* **'*'\-J^^ conducta to the chadeL Th» paa» wa» ao 

-^siCf^ </ ^ L^: Darrow, as to oblige eadi horaenaD to proceed 

"^eveot. '^^^ singly; and broken and pferiphoaafwJu rote 

f ftCt^^^ M^ oneadiside. The maaay gate ef entiance to the 

pass was dosed on the last Mamdoke, and the 
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and sidendoiir, 

^^ e%€^ ^^-to* y^ '^'^^ ^y tl*^ windings of the defile, pro- 
ital ^^*^^^^^^\(^' ceeded slowly to the gate of the citadel, which 
w> es)^ was &st diut From behind the rocks abo^e 

ci^y* c(^ opened at once a fire of musquetry 90 close and 

•aiTiiii^^ . ^ J murderous, that the unhappy chiefs gazed 

^ , lie ^^^^^^u^ around in despair; they drew their ssdnres, and, 
^xid *** ^ 4^ as their coursers pranced wildly beneath their 
*^ Jif^ ^ wounds, each Bey was heard to utter a wild 

^^^ ^^A ^^^' j)p<' *"^^ ^ ^e sank on the ground, — and in a 
^ ^^ ^tf%A^^ ^ rtifi *<>rt time all was hushed. Mahmoud heard 
^^^ A the'"*' 
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from his apartment in the citadel the tumult 
and outcries; and never were sounds more 
welcome to his ear. This massacre completely 
broke the power of the Mamelukes ; on the loss 
of their chiefs the troops fled from Cairo. 

A second piece of treachery of the same 
kind was afterwards executed by Ibrahim, the 
Pacha's eldest son: by the most solemn pro- 
mises, he prevailed on these fugitives to descend 
from a mountain where they had taken refuge 
in Upper Egypt, and meet him on the plain. 
One of the Mamelukes, an uncommonly hand- 
some young man, afterwards governor of Ramla 
in Palestine, told us the tale, during our au- 
dience of him, of that scene of murder and 
treachery, when, hemmed in on all sides by 
Ibrahim's numerous forces, after most of his 
comrades had fallen, he with a few more cut 
his way through the Turks, and escaped. The 
death of the Beys at Cairo, however cruejly 
achieved, was the only means of confirming the 
power of Mahmoud, which was continually dis- 
turbed by their plots and jealousies. 

In one of the streets of this city daily stand 
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• j^ * *^ .n,- «d iUfdi of Craro; at one traae Jt^^^iof^ t*\ :> 

'. r^ji^ ?' dmeiitT of the AnK a uil caonel* <fir a ^vxvr^ 

- :htf **^' I ■«iBiBd QB m fine cbii^ii^^ jit another j\^?liu 

r ^c^B^ ' wot-fMMiigeis^ or encounterinict nun^fewr^ alii 






-^ i^ ; ■WHtod widi Tomadf, while Ae Amb alUHv 

jft^ . ant diovs infinite dextmtr in wardii^ off tJ 



jj^ ^i* • ^, f «l»cle«, caDiDg out kyodlj all the time tv> cKn 



Xsr^^ ^(^ "K way. 

^-ixjo- '**'^,-ijir' ^ ^'"^ citadel is a celebrated well» yc\\\\ 

nte^^ ^^^^^^^^'^ goes by the name of Joseph's Well ; it is no 

^ ,Y.b ^^ ^ *»ee hundred feet deep, and thirty or (t>rty 

-d j^*'^^ j^v-^ circumference. The descent to it is by » loi 
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winding gallery, and you meet iat every turning 
with men and cattle conveying the water up- 
wards. The water is raised by means of krge 
wheels, which are worked by buffaloes ; it must 
have been a work of prodigious labour to exe- 
cute, being all cut out, both gallery and well, 
from the solid rock. The hall of Joseph is also 
shown in the citadel, but in a ruinous state, 
and supported by several lofty columns of red 
granite: the granaries of the patriarch, where 
he deposited the Egyptians' com, we could not 
see, as the Pacha had made storehouses of them. 
The Consul-general gave me a letter to M. 
Caviglia, a Frenchman, who had resided some 
time at the Pyramids, where he was most ar- 
dently engaged in prosecuting discoveries. M. 
C. came to Cairo one day from his desert 
abode, and invited me warmly to return with 
him. We set out soon after two o'clock, the 
heat being intense. We crossed the Nile to 
the village of Gizeh. The direct route to the 
Pyramids is only ten miles ; but the inundation 
made it near twenty, and obliged us to take a ■ , 
very circuitous course ; yet it was a most agree- | 
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able one, leading at times through woods 
palm and date-trees, or over barren and san 
tracts, without a vestige of population. I 
tigued with heat and tiiirst, we came to a f< 
cottages in a palm-wood, and stopped to drii 
of a fountain of delicious water. In this nort 
em climate no idea can be formed of the e 
quisite luxury of drinking in Egypt: litt 
appetite for food is felt ; but when, after cros 
ing the burning sands, you reach the rich lit 
of woods on the brink of the Nile, and pluc 
the freA limes, and, mixing their juice wit: 
Egyptian sugar and the soft river-water, drinl 
repeated bowls of lemonade, you feel that ever 
other pleasure of the senses must yield to this 
One tiien perceives the beauty and force ol 
tiiose similes in Scripture,^ where the sweetest 
emotions of the heart are compared to the as- 
suaging of tiiirst in a sultry land. 

The Nile, in its overflow, had encompassed 
many villages and their groups of trees, and 
was slowly gathering round cottage and grove 
and lonely palm. Its fantastic course was 
beautiful, for its bosom was covered with many 
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green isles of every possible form : here a ham- 
let seemed floating on the ware, above whidi 
hung the foliage and fruit of various trees, the 
stems being shrouded beneath ; there it warred 
with the Desert, whose hills at sand, rocks, and 
ruins of temjdes, looked like so many mournful 
beacons in the watery waste. We passed se- 
veral very long causeways, erected over the flat 
land to preserve a passage amidst the inunda- 
tion ; and the sun set as we entered on the long 
expanse of soft sand, in the midst of which the 
Pyramids are built. The red light resting for 
some time on their enormous sides, produced a 
fine effect : for a long while we seemed at no 
great distance from them, but the deception of 
their size on the flat expanse of the Desert Icmg 
misled us, and it was dark before we arrived. 
As we drew near, we heard the loud voice of 
welcome from the Arabs, who came out of the 
apartments of the rock on which the Pyramids 
stand, and surrounded us. We ascended a nar- 
row winding path to a long and low chamber in 
the rock, that had formerly been a tomb. Here 
M. Caviglia, his assistant M. Spinette, a Ger- 
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n poMbfc "■■ ' , n»n. «nd mysdf, sat down on the floor, and sup- 

ij; IB tbe «»«. * ped on some boOed fowl and Nfle water; and, 

,:.J /hot rf ««*'*' being very much fatigued, they soon left me to 

i.tl ben**- **** my lepose. One of the Arabs placed a smaU 

f,.Mr hills <'«^'^* light in the wall of this antique abode, and, 

.ied like » ■*■**' throwing myself on my hard bed of reeds, I 

.rr n^ ^' f**' *""^ *« *t«n swne sleep ; yet the novelty of 

^«vs f^ "*• "y situation, the thought of being at hwt on the 

[«L-ssge«^ . ^ "°™d which imagination had so l«»g been 

t as « »«««• • •* passionately wandering, made it long a stranger 

,n the •"J* *'*'*' tomyeyes. 

The nd^^ The next morning, at sunrise, we took our 

.„niK>«* «**• "^ coffee at one of the natural windows of this ca. 

,, while •« ***. ^ ^*™' **t l«*ed over the pbin. My servant, 

Inu birt t«* *^ ' ^^ *»'l«»«i the ^y before with the tent, 

nan* rf »•* ^ " ""^ "^^ ""^y' ««1 did not "rive tiU midnight ; 

lark beft»e * *** *«* being unable to find either dwelling or in- 

' 4fce !««"*' ""hitant, he wandered about the Pyramids, 

- wbo«-"*' '^•^ «»d firing his pistols, tiU at kst he ky 

'^l which «»*'^ *»«^ in one of the deep holes in the sand, and 

''" ^e»^'*^ "^^tered himself tiU sunrise. In the course of 

I V be«» • *** fif t^i one was a small and beautiful gateway 

* ^f - S^K^ ' ''^ *''* ^^ **»"«' covered with hiertiglyphics, 
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and of so fresh a colour that it seemed but lately 
erected. Descending about sixty feet, we en- 
tered three subterraneous apartments^ one of 
which contained two large cofBns, side bj side, 
cut out of the rock ; some little idols only were 
found in thenL There was also a ytrj curious 
square room, or place of tombs, the walls covered 
with figures, discovered by Mr. Salt. M. Ca^ 
viglia is at present engaged, in what would he 
generally considered an almost hopeless under- 
taking: he believes there is a subterraneous com- 
munication between the Pyramids of Gizeh and 
diose of Saccara and the remains of Memfdiis, I ^ 
the former fifteen miles off, the latter a few miles 
nearer. He is sanguine of success in his attempts 
to discover this passage, and has proceeded some 
hundred yards in his excavation of the sand: 
there is the work of years before him ere he can i^ 
effect his object, diough it is probable he will I :^ 
make some valuable discoveries by the way. '^ I oiv^ 
man must be animated by no slight enthusiasm | ^ 
to live in this place of desolation, deprived ct 
all the joys of civilized life, toiling like a slave, 1 1^ 
with forty or fifty Arabs, from daybreak to sun- I ]^ 
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-tfjW^i ^*» amidst rocks, sands, and beneath burning 

^ * . f-t «*' fceats. About two or three hundred yards from 

rtiitfttte, ^' *^ P^^ Pyramid is the Sphynx, with the fear 

.H)U* }r , t^j^ tures and breasts of a woman, and the body of 

^ ^t ^le an animal; between the paws an altar was for- 

^^ vo^^ ™^^^y ^®'^ » ^"* ^^® ^*^ ^® much mutilated : — 

^ *^ -Jbtf"^ ^^ expression is evidently Nubian. Thin onor- 

)f toinbst ^^ ^^j^g ggjjjg jg ^^^ Q^^ of the solid rock, and i« 

hJ by ^ ' L^ffli' twenty-five or thirty feet in height, and a1)out 

ngag^ ^^ t^-de*^ sixteen from the ear to the chin. The dimcn- 

^ gliDOfi^ ^^^ dons of the body cannot be ascertained, it being 

>re is a ^^ . gj^j almost entirely covered with sand. The highest 

,e Vy^^ f jl(jrf P^'aise is due to M. Caviglia's indefatigable exer- 

the resP^^ j^i tions to clear the sand from the breast and Ixxly 

^ otf» ^ ^^VikH^ ®^ ^^^ Sphynx. This work employed him and 

of s*J*^^^ ^^-rfjel* ^^ Arabs dining six weeks : the labour waM ex- 

^ 9n^^^\7^i ^^^^ *^^ ^^'^^ ^«d, which had set in that dircc- 

' efS^^^^ . ue^ ^"^ ^^^ ^'^^ ^'^ ^'^'^ again nearly a« fa«t ai» 

gbcft*^ ji^^ *®y removed it: he is now proceeding Ui un- 

^ K it i* ^^^^ coverthe whole of the figure, 
j-cco^^^ rti^ Evening now drew on, and the labour iif the 

J by ^ }a^ ^^ ^'^"^ finished, we seated ourjielve* at a 

r d^^^^^^lle*^ humble report at the door of the place of tomlw. 

ijfe, ^^^^^ ^t ^^ solitude that <;pread around wslh va^rt, and 
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the stillness unbroken: the Arabs had all re- 
tired to their homes in the distant villages : the 
Santon, who lived in a lofty tomb near by, was 
the only tenant of the Desert save ourselves, 
and his orisions were always silent: — in such a 
situation one hour of life is worth an age at 
home ; it leaves recollections which no change 
or distance can impair or efface. The next 
morning I ascended the great Pyramid. The 
outside is formed of rough stones of a Ught yel- 
low colour, which form unequal steps all round 
from the bottom to the summit : these stones or 
steps are two, three, or four feet high, and the 
ascent is rather laborious, but perfectly free 
From danger, or'any serious difficulty. What a 
boundless and extraordinary prospect opened 
From the sununit ! On one side a fearful and 
melancholy Desert, either level or broken into 
wild and fantastic hills of sand and rocks; on 
;he other, scenes of the utmost fertility and 
)eauty marked thfe course of the Nile, that 
vound its way as far as the eye could reach into I " 
Jpper Egypt ; beneath, amidst the overflow of 
mters, appeared the numerous hamlets and 
;roves encircled like so many^ beautiful islets; I ' 
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» oht AtHBtr ins «Msi the jaK4.<^ n^ 
rns^ IoAt HHRts^ urith the dne«rr 
1199^ dbofve. Wbo but vouU 
focBr; 9md^ homytver irkle be 
mbo vmli not fed hop4n« of erer 
itcqiaJkd! 
Tk hd^ of the great Prrunid is fire bun- 
dhed fcct ; its hue about sereii bondred feet long 
H carh flfoare, "^fc^^»g a ciirumfenHice of about 
Arc duomid feet; and its summit is twenty^ 
eight feet square. It is peif ectlj true, as a cehs 
bnted tnTcIlerhas observed^ that vou feel much 
disappointed at the first view of the Pvnunids : 
as ther stand in the midst of a flat and bound- 
less Desert, and there is no elevation near« with 
vfaich to omtnist them, it is not easy to be 
aware of their real magnitude, until, after rev 
peated viaats and observations, their vast siae 
fiUs the mind witli astonishment. 

On the third night, carrying lights with us, 
we entered the large Pyramid by a long gradual 
descent of near a hundred feet in length ; and 
next ascended the long gallery of marble, a 
hundred and fifty feet in length, and excessively 
steep, which conducted us to the great chamber. 
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In the roof of this lofty room are stones of 
granite eighteen feet long : in what manner these 
masses were conveyed to such a situation it is 
not easy to conceive ; still less for what purpose 
these immense structures were formed, filled up 
as the greater part of the interior is with masses 
of stones and marUe. The few chambers hither- 
to discovered bear no proportion whatever to 
the vast extent of the interior. So immecsely 
strong is their fabric, and so little do they appear 
injured by the lapse of more than three thou- 
sand years, that one cannot help believing, when* 
gazing at them, that their duration can end only 
with that of the world. 

The celebrated sarcophagus which Dr. C. 
fancifully supposed to have contained the bones 
of Josej^, stands in the great chamber ; it has 
been much injured by the various pieces struck 
oft The Pyramid of Cephrenes, the passage 
into which Mr» Belzoni has opened, stands near 
that of Cheops, but cannot be ascended. 

The Pjrramids stand on a bed of rock a huB- 
dred and fifty feet above the Desert, and this 
elevation contributes to their being seen from 
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ao great a dagamat, Ob 
my ataj hne the 
TTHynmig to 

titles, to 
(Hffitfult to 
was pttciiefi 

duwiiy and I wok *Jiii|ytI to 
in die piflDB of tDnfak. Tbe larse 
csvated in tbe mdk^ mh£ inbabiiBd hj Beiaoar 
dimi^ Us F P J uA u py of n momfi^ htsv. > 'juKe 
to ^ F yEamiJ ct Cepfarenes : it i& Tifrr cum* 
mo&ras aid. loftrr tfaoii^ e^uxss^eLv wans* 
On entoing tiie door^ tfie onl^ place titrou^ 
wUcii ihe fi^bt is admitted^ aa tmiiKiiise num- 
ber of bats raahed out against us- AH the 
nmioiis apartmntts and temfAes m this eouutnr 
are peopled with tliese m«w»«^«j whidi Belzooi 
contriyed to get rU of by lighting large fires 
the smc^e of which soon expdOed than. We 
paid a \isit one evesoDg to the Arab Santon, or 
dervise, who lived in a handsome and spacious 
chamber, that was formerly perhaps a tomb* 
excavated out of the rock, not far from the 
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great Pyramid. He was an elderly man^ of a 
mild and handsome countenance, and black 
beard. His wild and singular retreat was 
divided into two rooms : he was seated a«ss- 
legged in the outer one, and appeared engaged 
in meditation ; but he instantly rose and re- 
quested us to allow him to make some coffee 
for us. Coffee made by a holy Santos, in a 
tomb that might have held the remains of kings, 
and close to the Pyramids ! I shall never be 
offered such a privilege again in this state of 
mortality. What a pity that the Prophet never 
tasted ci^ee ! A Turk may well regret this, as 
it undoubtedly would have had a place Bmaog 
the enjoyments in paradise for the faithful ; for 
on earth, in sorrow and in joy, alone or in 
society, it appears their enduring luxury and 
consolation. The holy man seemed to have 
few enjoyments for the senses about him, yet he 
looked any thing but emaciated, and his dark 
eye was very expressive; and as \i^e did not 
give him credit for being much of an antiquary^ 
it was difficult to conceive why he should have 
wandered to this solitude. He must have been 
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the most delicate hues of yellow, green, and 
azure. About a mile on the right, a small tribe 
of wandering Bedouins, who had just arrived, 
had pitched their tents : the camels were stand- 
ing beside, the fires were lighted, and the Arab 
masters moving about in their wild and pic- 
turesque drapery — the only scene of life in that 
vast solitude. We were to set out at daybreak 
next morning on our return to Cairo; and, 
having taken leave of the Frenchman and his 
companion, I lay down for the last time on my 
bed of reeds in the tomb ; but every eflfort to 
compose myself to sleep was useless : — a thou- 
sand agitating thoughts crowded into my mind ; 
scenes of past life returned again, but clothed 
in dark and distorted colours, arid my future | ^ 
journey seemed full of appalling difficulties and 
perils : the intense heat, and fatigue of the day, 
witii the loneliness of my wild resting-place, 
and. the warm exhalations the walls sent forth, 
might have caused this. I quitted my gloomy 
abode, and went into the open air : the desert 
plains, and the wide and gathering waters of the 
inundation, were bright with the most vivid 
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^ moonlight How deeply jnterestiiig was tl i 

•. •^^^ ^ ^^^ ,1 walk! The vast forms of the Pyramids r i 

. nSc « ^ •'^~ _, dear and distinct, and, viewed from the pi 

-kn W f^^ 

l^ooi^ m ^ ^""^ "^ ^^y seemed to rest against the b i 

rttiit*- ^^^^y^^ midnight sky, their appearance was, in tru I 

:^^ •efelip"'^ mi^nifioent — those of Saccara might be b4 i 
m^ ^^ a»* 

jbiHit i» ^''^ ^. - twdve miles distant in the splendid light— a i 

ihe *^y *^ ui* ^'^^ silence around was so hushed and dec 

4"e «<«* *** .^ Pursuing my way over the soft sand, I reach : 

.HIT i«W^ ^» the nearest branch of the overflow; and tl 

of th^ Fi«**^^ night being excessively warm, I bathed or 

, ^^ fcr tl* ■•^ -,. more in the Nile, a luxury that well supplic*d tl 

ttf^nb ; ^^ 4ft ^*"^t; of sleep.— The next morning we set <:» 

,^^ was ^'S'^'^ -J for Cairo. After quitting the barren tractn, t 

fX00^ ^ Atf ^® became very agreeable ; the palm-treo» wc 

'^ un»e3 »g*^ t^ \x3(^^ with large clusters of dates. TIum fri 

wJouTSj •^ ' . - »8 manna to the people of Egypt, with whom 

•lO^M^ ^^A»^ ^* *"^ universal article of food : when ripe, it 1 

^^ USO^ ^u a sweet and insipid taste ; but when dried a 

^^^ trfld ^^^^^^y^ presensed in lumps, after the stones are extra 



of ^y v^^^ ^ ... , J 

tb^ ''*^ JifT ' ^* extremely good. 

1^^"^^ niiitt^ '^^' w I* i» interesting to ob 

"'*' «eo "^ ji these peopk have <rf irrii 



It is interesting to observe the different wi 
these people have oi irrigating the land. Soi 
times a bui&lo is made to turn a large wl 
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which is covered all round with a number of 
pitchers, into which the water being drawn up 
from beneath, is poured out again, as the wheel 
turns round, into a small channel cut in the 
earth, and this channel conveys it into various 
others through the fields. Or an Egyptian, half 
naked, stands all day long in the burning sun 
on the river'^s bank at a simple machine of wood, 
to the ends of which a couple of buckets are 
suspended ; these he incessantly lowers into the 
stream, and then pours the water into the small 
canals cut in his ground. The inundation does 
not extend over the whole of the flat cultivated 
land^ so that it is necessary, by these sluices and 
irrigations, to distribute the water everywhere. 
When the inundation has subsided and been ab- 
sorbed in the earth, a rich black mould is left, 
which requires little labour. No plough is known 
here ; but, a small furrow being made in the 
earth by a stick, the grain is dropped in, and 
the most abundant crop soon starts up, as if by 
magic. There are two harvests, one in March, 
the other in October. 

In the way we met an Arab funeral : about 
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^,VlK*b- Or«^ff?^ woman, n«rtlr (lwHo(«t .^ • 
U all ifa^ ''** '^ " ^'P*^ ^^^ ^'^ ^ ****** 

- l:^ a co«p^ " The market at (\^rr, r 
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and habited as best becomes her figure, and 
placed in a aeparate apartment, is attended by 
the nmrhant whose property she is, and may 
be aeen by the person who wishes to become a 
purchaser. The veil is lifted, and the beauty 
^ands exposed. This is better, however, than 
a Turkish wife, who, on the bridal evening, tm 
the first time perhaps, draws aside the shroud 
of her charms, and throws herself into her hus- 
band's arms, — when he may recoil with horror 
from his own property, finding the dazing 
loveliness he had anticipated changed into a 
plain, yellow, and faded aspect. But the Geor- 
^an style of beauty is rich and joyous ; and their 
dark eyes! — thea« are no eyes like them in the 
world. The stranger then casts his sight over 
the figure, the hand and foot : — a small and deli- 
cate hand is, with the Orientals, much valued- 
even the men are proud ot possesnng it. He 
demands the lady's accomplishments; if she 
sings, or is skilled in music, — in this case the 
price is greatly enhanced : a thousand or fifteen 
hundred pounds are sometimes given for a very 
lovely woman so highly gifted. 



tlB.k>iJ C.i.IIU. 



l>c\-oii>P* " w , I I pad. a rait to a mai Tt*ir^ uae «Jt ie 

jt*^^*^^ - ! —gwgfanrtw .m CaiiD. Hie neiaBvea jjb* ii i 

rn.^'^^ ^^ mat: wmtmBO:^ tn \^]ktL a tfiehc uc 

Q who *«"-^ cmAttL The Hmt iw (Bv»eBL wm a. sua 

T i!» liiti^ csBCfe. aal the (fivan*. -^p-iitrff a cmmif: at xis£ 

u i5 btrtter, UduE. w»i^ fimi witk «& ^niBOiinEv ami laoi 

, oo the V^ «iHt fcr h^^u g ■l■■^ oqoinnQic A Iuj^ iiunu i't 

^ dra^s '^^^ ^b» Sj^l&ii the damfaerL We rttdintfd an tfai; 

he D**? '^^ ^j^ yawfefiBBii ib wsfr anther ani murv iiitinRfft- 

^^^ fyjBiff _j ^ Mg party: mOiiiiiril ladiggv all unvgilifti and 

ticip*^ ^^^jL^Q^ iicUf thtiMft i l y woe at iSxm&ty ami aeateii hi a 

\^B^P^^ ^k. cndr ca anfk C8dkwii» GO tjte ilocr rouiBi a low 

rich»«^J*^' iii5 «*fe alwrt a foot high. The lad j cf die hicK»e^ 

no ere* ^^ . l. u ■ hwriwiw jaao^ whmdoil, was ju.'^t recwrwed 

th^ ^**^ ii^i *""" '"' coBfiBBment, and dib was die first day 

nd f^'^^^f*!*^" ** ^ lecehing her firiends. They ate and 



nd ft^ ^ ,-Kb^' ra»raig Her menas. iney aie ana 

/^en**^ '^'T it 5 wwveraed raudi at their ease, and sent us some 

a rf t°^^^^. 'i i sifcetmeats, and a pleasant drink like slievbet. 

^^^pBflfc***^. ' J The husband told us he and his bride were 

\%^9^^ ^ mamed at the age of fourteen ; and they were 

. - iiifi^^^ ^ ^*>«n stt and twenty, and had a houseful kS 

rimes g**^ children. Bismillah ! blessings to the Prophet ! 
^,0jei* 
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a Turk would have added, with a devout look ; 
but, being a Jew, he invoked nobody, but look- 
ed very resigned about it. The ladies haTing 
finished their repast, each of them had a T^urk- 
ish pipe, about five feet long, brought; and 
putting themselves into an easy posture, with 
the amber mouth-piece between their lips, and 
the ball of the pipe resting on the carpet, be- 
gan to smoke, sip coffee, and chat at intervals. 
The custom of smoking in the East is very dif- 
ferent from that in our country : the tobacco is 
so very mild and sweet, that it does no injury 
to the teeth or breath, and it is often used as 
a luxury by the women ; and the tube of fine 
amber would not disfigure any lips; the atti- 
tude, when holding the long chibouque, or flex- 
ible aigill^, displays to advantage a beautiful 
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became increasingly delightful. The vessel 
generally stopped every morning and evening at 
some village or hamlet, or where the aspect of 
the country promised an agreeable walk, when 
we went on shore to purchase milk or fruit, 
and vary the scene a little. In oriental climates 
a traveller possesses the invaluable advantage 
of being enabled to calculate with certainty on 
his progress ; the sun by day, and the moon 
by nigHt, will always light him brilliantly on his 
* way ; and he has little disappointment to an- 
ticipate from rains, fogs, and clouds; the at- 
mosphere being almost always pure, the most 
distant objects can be distinctly seen. One 
evening, having walked some distance to an 
Arab village, in a grove of palms, we seated 
ourselves on the trunk of a tree as the daylight 
faded, when the Turkish commandant came 
up and politely invited us to take coffee with 
him. He conducted us to the top of a verdant 
bank, where a carpet was quickly spread at 
the door of his dwelling, sherbet was brought, 
and the time passed away very agreeably. H^ 
pressed us to dine with him the next day in the 
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ing leave. 

We next came to the town anffan^ not ao 
•"•ge a* BeneMef ; a Turk, rf , mpectaWe 

•Hjawnee, reqoerted a p«Mge aa fiu^ a« Sioat, 
which we gave him. Late in d»e evening tJie 
eangia came to near the honae of Mr. Brine. 

This gentleman, who i« .nativ,. of Devondrire, 
«d has it» broad provincial dialect, manage, 
a «igar-man«fectoiy for thePacfaa; heis veiy 
J««pitable, and the English tmveller is sure |„ 

•««t a cordial mseption at his house, which has 
an aspect half Egyptian, half English; the 
gaiden is hud out very prettily in the latter 
rtyfe- Neit morning eariy we took coffee, and 
*« proceeded to visit the premises, where 
l^tween one and two hundred Arabs are con- 
«»»% employed at very low wages; but Mr. 
B. declared it was often impossible to make 
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these Africans work without blows, thou^ he 
greatly disliked having recourse to violent 
measures. Indulgence and kindness towards 
these people do indeed appear quite misplwsed : 
they are certain to abuse theni ; and so rooted 
in the mind of almost every African is the love 
of ease and indolence, that they would rather 
subsist cjn the merest necessaries of life, ftan 
procvfte comforts by greater activityi We sat 
down to an early and profuse dinner at Mr. 
B.'8, and had the pleasute of partaking of what 
was rather rare on the banks of the Nile, a 
bottle of Champagne; and on returning on 
board we found two goats and a quantity of 
fowls sent a^ a present This gentleman lives 
here on the fat of the land, and is absolute 
sovereign over all around him ; but the un- 
certainty of earthly joys seemed to be felt in 
Egypt as at home, for on our return two 
months afterwards from Niibia, Mr. B. was 
dead, his companion, an Italian lady, was ca« 
on the stream without a protector, the assist- 
ants and servants were turned off, and the 
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bour and guitar, and their gestures were as 
voluptuous as can possibly be conceiyed; fe 
in the manner and variety of these the whole 
skill of the dance appeared to consist: alto- 
gether it was a very disgusting exhibitim. 

Siout, the capital of the province, lying a 
few miles inland, we hired asses next day in 
order to visit it. Its appearance at a small dis- 
tance was very pleasing, the branches of the 
Nile flowing close to it, and just beyond the 
rocky range of Libyan hills. 

We next came to Girge, a good Egyptian 
town, of the same sad and gloomy aspect as aU 
the rest : the dwellings of the poor, dark and 
wretched ; those of the better sort, like for- 
tresses, with small and close windows of wood- 
work, and walls of a dirty brick colour ; and 
the streets, if narrow passages can be so called, 
always unpaved. A Greek doctor came od 
board here, and introduced himself, as he 
wanted a passage for a short distance. He had 
come from Ibrahim the young Pacha's army at 
Sennaar, to procure a supply of spirits and 
some other articles, and was now about to return. 
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^SoBiv «» to dim out and buldiKHr iki^ hwrnH 
k»iiUiiaBis« is not cftsv u> underiitiaHl i hut 
a Hakm, cr Fnnk doctor, is held in petndiar 
hnoiir hf the £uthful, whom it is vv^rv e«sv ftvr 
Urn Id Toaave to Paradise at any time ; ftU' uhs 
didne in anrfonn or way thev are alvrays rendv 
to gulp down, though in perfect health* The 
Gieek acnmpamed me to visit some i^ the 
mosques in the town. It was the first d«V vS 
the second bairam, and all the Turks and 
Egyptians were taking each other by the hund 
in the streets, and, having mutually kisstnl the 
cheek as brethren in the faith, they jJaceti the 
right hand on the breast witli an air oi the \it- 
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most kindness and pleasure, and expressed their 
joy at the arriral of this happy day. It was a 
universal holiday : the Arabs, like boys released 
from school, formed in large groups in the open 
spacesj and danced and sang with all their might 
We next visited the Coptic convent, a lofty 
and gloomy building of brick, with only one 
father in it. He was a man aboat forty, of a 
mild and handsome countenance and amiable 
manners, and appeared sincerely pious ; he was 
unmarried, and, no being but himself residing 
in this large and silent convent, his life must 
have boen rathar lone and desolate. He had a 
iitlle garden of plants cm the terraced roof of his 
house, the care of which seemed to behis chief 
delight, and he was supported by the contribu- 
tioiis of his people,, who were about three hun- 
dred in number. Had the Prophet forbidden 
his ministers to marry, he would have lacked 
iipauns, santons, and dervishes, and might have 
propagated his faidi by fire and sword, but 
never by the word of man ; for not the certainty 
of Paradise would ever induce a believer to live 
a life of celibacy. 
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The banks of the Nile on the opposite sho 
were here fcmned of precipices of immen 
hdght, which descended almost perpendicula 
ly into the water. The next day, our comp 
nion, the Greek doctor, left us, and proceede 
to Furshout; and in the evening we reached th 
town of Een£h, where excellent limes and m< 
Ions were in abundance. The price of provi 
aons in this country is extremely low — egg 
tw^ty for a penny, a fowl for three^pence, ani 
bread and vegetables cost a mere trifle. Th< 
thermometer was here at 93 in the shade, bu 
in a few days it rose to 100. At this town wt 
met with an amusing Turkish barber. Thit 
dass of men are more respectable in the East 
than with us, which may partly account foi 
their frequent introduction among the charac- 
ters in the Arabian Nights. He was a clever 
man, and seemed to know the world well ; his 
featmes were handsome, and, besides being 
well-dressed, he wore a formidable pair of pis- 
tok m his sash. He belonged to a peculiar 
<itder of dervishes, who allowed their hair ti) 
gtow. Outwaidly he looked as i4iom m the 
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rest of the faithful, but, on taking oiF his tur- 
ban, his long and luxuriant raven tresses fell qd 
his shoulders and breast : he seemed to sneer at 
many parts of his Prophet^s revelations, and 
said he believed that people of all religions 
would have an equal chance of going to Hea- 
ven. This sceptical dervish was a jovial fellow, 
and loved an inspiring glass, even with giaours ; 
he wore several dashing rings, and took snuff 
with all the grace of a Fraichman. On our re- 
turn from Upper Egypt some time afterwards, 
the cangia had not long touched the shore, 
when we saw the portly figure of our friend the 
dervish advancing over the sand ; he carried a 
handsome walking-stick, and hailed our arrival 
very cordially. 

We set out in the afternoon to visit the Tem- 
ple of Tentyra, about two miles from the oppo- 
site shore ; it is situated at the end of a very 
fine plain, on which is here and there scattered 
a lonely group of palms. This beautiful tem- 
ple is in a higher state of preservation than 
almost any other in Egypt : it is the first a trar 
veller visits, and its extreme grandeur and ele- 
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what is Mt ankfat anv^ atfao' mm. T!i£ pur^ii^J 
coDSBsts of l ip entv- fimr f»it"«™ t^ iif doe ^vinref 
stone, eaA twcnn^-lfaree feet in cxnrjiiin;??!!.'^. 
MiiUe ja nvdr to lie fband in tbe E^vrinao 
edifiee% die finitiTinltf of wfaicli tfaev ate com- 
posed being geaEsaHj a fine white or Eght yel- 
low stone, or ecMBrae granite. Bat it x» on the 
portkoes c^ the tgi«|Jg» that the exq^uiiate >^:I1 
of the ardiitect, and die richest cfnuanaeats^ have 
been chiefly bestowed. The cefling is divided 
into se?aral corapartments^ aaiong die innume- 
rable figoies of which (objects rf Egyptian wor- 
ship) aie die sacred Tulture, sorpoits, proces- 
sions of boats^ whose paaset^ers hare hawks, 
rams, or lions' heads, with head-dresses. The 
first chamber yon ent» is lofty, and suj^rted 
by six pOkrs ci the same kind as those of the 
pOTtico. The beautiful zodiac on the ceiling 
of (Nie of the inner apartments has been taker 
off entirely by die Rrench, and carried to Paris 
The outer wall of the temple is seven feet fa 
diickness, and secured by fastenings of iron 
and die stones which compose the architravi 
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of the portico are more than eighteen feet in 
length. 

The hieroglyphics on the ceiling are painted 
with various colours, which still partially re- 
Hiain ; the signs of the zodiac are here the pre- 
vailing ornament You pass afterwards into an 
inner apartment, supported by rows of pillars, 
and at the end of this is the door of the sanctu- 
ary, over which is the device seen in every tem- 
ple-— that of outspread wings, or plumes, and 
rays of light descending, as of the glory of Di- 
vinity. Having lighted a torch, you pass from 
the sanctuary through several chambers and 
passages of the interior of the temple ; the walls 
covered with hieroglyphics of the most exqui- 
site workmanship, half the human size, and cut 
two or three inches in prominence from the 
walls. But the body of the temple is pardy 
buried in the earth. In the grand portico a 
great deal of rubbish remains, the lower part of 
many of the piUars being covered, probably, to 
the depth of several yards. It was a glorious 
site for a temple: the wide plain in front, 
which is now covered with a rank and luxuriant 
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full Stand. Twenty-five years ago a similar 
event happened, in a greater deficiency than the 
present, which was productive of great distress, 
owing to the scarcity of the crops. They fear 
for their harvests now, and the peasants labour 
with daily and nightly toil to make amends for 
the deficient overflow, by raising the water by 
every possible device, to pour it on their lands. 
As we advance higher into the country, the sur- 
face of the stream is often several inches below 
the level of the shore. This evening a groiip 
of Arab boys came to the river-side, and kept 
up a sort of singing in chorus for some time, 
which was more melodious than most of their 
efibrts of this kind ; then a man mounted on 
horseback, and dressed fantastically to personate 
a fool, advanced, attended by a number of 
Arabs on. foot, whom he diverted by a variety 
of ludicrous gestures. This procession paraded 
about for some time, with much shouting and 
clapping of hands; and was, we understood? an 
ancient custom, to propitiate the waters of the 
Nile, that they might rise to their usual level 
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.^^ mdod*^ ^ in this place, and are adorned with strings of 
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^^ he di^^^ ; ^ heard the sounds of music and dancing from 

' -^ Tlri* P'''^^. die houses where they were assembled with 

. « with "^"^ ,^ ™ Albanian soldiers or the merchants. Two 

_l w«^ ^ diree times several of them came to the 

^^da*^ *^ ^^river^de, and set up a sort of song or dirge. 
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with ckppiiig of hands, the efiSect of wUA 
was not Ukely to entice any hapless tiaidler 
adiore. 

We left Ken^h with a fidr breeae about nme 
o'clock at night, and were becalmed the giot- 
est part of the next day near a {feasant village^ 
luxuriantly shaded In the middle cl moat d 
the villages, there are generally one or moR 
large spreading trees, mosdy sycamores, wUdi 
afford a shade sufficient for a number of people; 
beneath these the Arabs love to sit, paaamg 
their hours indolently away with conversation 
and the everlasting pipe. The soil beneath is 
often nothing but a mass of thick dust or light 
earth, without any verdure; here they sit and 
recline with great content, when a little exer- 
tion of watering might procure a green and 
verdant coudi. The patriarchs of the village, 
with their long beards, were all enjoying them- 
selves in the shade of Bome beautiful trees at 
the river's side. There was not a breath rf 
wind, and the heat was too powerful for our 
Arab sailors to walk on the beach, and pull the 
cangia along by a rope, which is the cominoD 
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very impressive as well as picturd^ue effect. 
Just after sunset, when the last and loveliest 
hues are cast over the silent Egyptian scenery, 
or more often when the moon has spread her 
brilliant light on the river and shore, the Turks 
and Arabs come to the water'^s edge, and, heed- 
less of the traveller beside them, spread their 
cloak on the bank, and turning their face to 
Mecca, and alternately kneeling and standing, 
are for some time entirely absorbed in their de- 
votions, apparently actuated by a deep and 
solemn sense of the duty they are engaged in. 

At the village of Eoft a funeral passed by as 
we stood near the mosque; the burial-ground 
was on the side of a hill, shaded by palms, and 
commanded an extensive view of the surround- 
ing country. The tombs were all of one form, 
low, a few feet in length, and plastered white. 
There was no outcry on this occasion, or fune- 
ral wail, as it was a child who had died ; when 
an Arab had partly covered the corpse, each of 
the relatives pushed the earth gently with his 
hands into the grave, continually repeating 
some Arab words, signifying " Be thou happy ^ 
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all, even the broken monuments of past ages, 
only inspires feelings of sadness and regret. 

It was evening ere we arrived at Luxor, a 
poor yet populous village, erected partly amidst 
the ruins of the great temple. This edifice is 
near the water's edge, and its lofty yellow pil- 
lars, each thirty feet in circumference, and 
ranged in long colonnades, instantly arrest the 
attention* On landing, we found oa the sand a 
dozen grim Egyptian statues, large as life, cut 
in coarse granite, after the fashion of the great 
Menmon, and in a sitting posture, close to the 
edge of the water, that rippled at their feet. 
The weight of each statue was enormous, and^ 
would render the removal difficult; or else a \ ) 
traveller might well be tempted to ship one of 
them, as they seemed to be no man^s property. 
There are two most beautiful obelisks fronting 
the gateway, seventy feet high, but in reality 
much loftier, as a considerable part is buried in I 
rubbish. Their hieroglyphics are cut deeper, I ti 
and with greater delicacy, than those on any ii 
other obelisks in Egypt. A Frenchman, in the n 
employment of DroUetti the consul, resided \ 



3 



blLEIKAK AC A. 



149 



;:T,E»fW«Titl«' 




has, idio Acnmd os onich paliteDess, he was 

trie* *««;»**''* « iDtdMgat mn, dnned in the Arab cos- 

, r'tt.'.ii'* I* aitts' T jjjjjig^ j^ ji^ leaded axteen ve«rs in various 

.: .:r^ «^ •* *^^ "^ P«rts of dns ooimtiT- His oompankm, Moris 

.^> iiIJ»g^ ««^' " Bamiet, bad gone to Cairo for a supply of wine 

I* • .c ^T^ tdspic- 1^ QjjjQ. oomforts, and he fdt solitary and inw 

. ..\ riirr. idJ i^ *^ '" pident for his retiim : he possessed a small coU 

—V iVei in *^''^*^'' kcdoD of mmenls and other curiosities, and 

« KtCio^^ in>^-. liaij manufactured a cool delightful sort of 

I- v^jia^, ^^ ^*^ ** . pahn-wine out of the juice of the tree, whidi 

r^iiin jitaW^ ' , ^"s ^"cry gtatrfiil to us in the sultry heat of the 

-liter A^ fr^^ ^y- Sxteen years'* residence in Upper Egypt 

-trine p*^''^' is really atrial rf a man^s patience and enthu- 

that ripP'^'*^ siasm, and above all beings for two Frenchmen, 

-f^nie ^*^ ^ Sulriman Aga, commander of the Pacha^s Ma- 

^val <1^^ mdukes at Esneh, a town two days^ sail far- 

M K^ lefUp'^ *^ . ^''' ^*^ ™^t' so resigned: this man was one of 

J ije ^ ^'' Bonaparte^s colonels, and on the ruin of his 

^^"*^ hes^^^^ master's fortunes came to Egypt, and offered 

•'^' ^^ high* ^ his services to the Pacha, protesting at the same 

* ^^ -rJer^***^ ^ ^ *™^ ^^ would never consent to change his r^ 

^^^ j^^rs *** '^ffon. Mahmoud laughed, and said, he cared 

hief^^ ' ^^ ^^ tho* _ nothing about his religion, if he only served 

il*^^ - \ FieP*^ \ him well ; but he must allow himsolf to be 
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ealled by a Turkish name, and wear the oos^ 
tume. Suleiman Aga now lives in style as cob^ 
mandant at Esn^h, and receives travellers veiy 
hospitably ; but his soul pines, amidst Egyptian 
beauty, for a suitable companicm, and he im- 
plored a fellow-traveller and friend of mine to 
send him out an English or Italian wife; he 
swore he would pay implicit deference to his 
friend^s advice, and marry the htdy the mo- 
ment she arrived. The women around him, he 
said, were so insipid ; and he should live ih&e 
contented could he be but blessed with one 
whom he could converse with, and whose viva- 
city and intelligence would brighten his soli- 
tary hours. 

It is difficult to describe the noble and stu- 
pendous ruins of Thebes. Beyond all others 
they give you the idea of a ruined, yet impe- 
rishable city ; so vast is their extent, that you 
wander a long time confused and perplexed, and 
discover at every step some new object of inte- 
rest. From the temple of Luxor to that of 
Kamac the distance is a mile and a half, and 
fhey were formerly connected by a long avenue 
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^^t of sphynxes, the mutiLtfed remaiBs of ivliidi» 

)ntiart»' ^ ^^s being bidLen off the greater part, atJU 

.._ a^- lise the whole path. ArriTed at the end of this 

^ , _ ^^IT' avenue, you come to a lofty gateway of granite^ 



LC 



0t and quite isolated. About fifty yards £uther 
"^^ fc^ i ^ y°^ ^^^^ * temple of infericnr dimensions, wfaidi 
.^w Drouetti has been busy in excavating; you 
then advance into a spacious area, strewed with 
bnJLen pillars, and surrounded with vast and 



-U^ of 

^^^^^ ^]i lofty masses of ruins, — all parts of the great 



*'^ ^^'jat temple : a little on your right is the magnificent 

* Un^^ portico of Eamac, the vivid remembrance of 

. 1. -Jfi^' ^hich will never leave him who has once gassed 

^^^ ^L^ifi on it. Its numerous colonnades of pillars, of 

^^^^^^ gigantic form and height, are in excellent pre- 

1^0' servation, but without ornament; the ceiling 

<^*^ ^^i^ *"*1 ^alls of the portico are gone; the oma- 

b^*- "j ^1 mented ptiEit-stone still connects one of the rows 

a ^^ * ^^^ ^ pillars with a slender remain of the edifice 

i> ^^ --rt^* attached to it Passii^ hence, you wandeif 

fuse^ ^^igAi^ amidst obelisks, porticoes, and statues; the lat- 

5^>0»^ ''^ ^^ ter without grace or beauty, but of a most co- 

e ^ , ^^ lossal kind. K you ascend one of the hiUs of 

s ^^ i^^n^ rubWA, and look around, you see a gateway 
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Standing afar, conducting only to solitude,— 
and detached and roofless pillars, while others 
lie broken at their feet, the busts of gigantic 
statues appearing above the earth, while the 
rest of the body is yet buried, or the head torn 
away. 

The length of the great temple of Kamac 
is estimated at ISOO feet, and its breadth at 
400 ; and among its hundred and fifty colunms 
are two rows, each fMllar of which is ten feet in 
diameter. On the left spread the dreary deserts 
of the Thebais, to the edge of which the 6tj 
extends. In front is a pointed and barren 
range of mountains. The Nile flows at the foot 
of the temple of Luxor ; but the ruins extend 
far on the other side of the river, to the very 
feet of those formidable precipices, and into the 
wastes of sand. The natural scenery around 
Thebes is as fine as can possibly be conceived. 
The remainder of the statue is still here, the 
beautiful bust of which Belzoni sent to the 
British Museum ; it was fallen and broken off 
long since. Drouetti is quite inexcusable a 
having caused one of the two beautiful obelisk 
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t buried,**^ 



w to flb at the aitnoice of the tenple of Kamac Id be 

/^ ^ : thrown cknm and broken, thai he anghl carry 

Wosf&J^- off the upper pari : such an act i» absolule sa- 

One camwl hdp w^ywing that a TasI deal 

jet remauis to be discovere d beneath this world 

, .r, of ruins, on both aides of the riyor; but the 

^ gTv» pursuit lequires incessant and undivided at- 

lid Its"*'' 

1^^ , tention. A traTeUer must lay his account to 

buDOi^ ' spend ax months in excayating here, with a 

>iUar » * body of Arabs, who wwk very chea]dy,.and 

,'ft !^p^^*^ ^, must put up with many privatioos, befiwe he 

the edge cpgjd expect to be richly compensated for his 

. is « P«°^ ,' pains. 

iTje >i*^ . , The second visit we paid to Kamac was still 

♦ the ^ 

,,^or ; '''* , ^^'^ interesting. The mora had risen, and we 

je of *^ ^ J. Passed through one or two Arab villages in the 

abk f^^^^ : ^*y» ^^^^ fi^^ ^ere lighted in the open air, 

The <***^ ^ ^^ *^^ ™^^' ^^^'^ *^ labours of the day, were 

i^ <^ P^ J^' ^^ ^^ groups round them, smoking and con- 

the ^^^^ ^ ^ versmg with great cbeerfuhiess. It is singular 

^. jjcb ^^ ^ ^^^ ^ *^ most burning climates of the East 

., ^as f^ . *^ inhabitants always love a good fire at night, 
>tti i^ ^ tilui' * traveller soon catches the habit ; yet the 
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air was still very warm. There was no fear of 
interruption in exploring the ruins, for the Arabs 
dread to come here after daylight, as they cftsa 
say these places were built by Afrit, the devil; 
and the beUef in apparitions prevails amoDg 
most of the Orientals. We again entered with 
delight the grand portico. It was a night of 
unconunon beauty, without a breath of wind 
stirring, and the moonlight fell vividly on some 
parts of the colonnades, while others were shad- 
ed so as to add to, rather than diminish, their « 
grandeur. The obelisks, the statues, the lonely i 
colunms on the plain without, threw their long 
shadows on the mass of ruins around them, and ^ 
the scene was, in truth, exquisitely mournful ^ 
and beautiful. 
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t t ta^^^ rpPEB BGTPT. 

- 1 



^^0 Tme mast iaa^ we ijwud to the oppMlr 

^ ^, , AoK io TiA lSbe MemammmL The Inen^^ 

r than u^*' 1 . , 

^k F™^ ^^^tt see in cf a iRraadlikf '^W«wi>*faw ; iJie 

1 . ..MnM.1*^ 



the ^IW^*^ 1 

*- . ^ wiimiiifi are plam and whiKnit anf 

^'"^ ^jjji tie capitdfi |ierfEB% ampfe, Md 1^ 

u:d5 ai"^^ lewpiMaare to ibe Iksk llian to any adio- cr- 

esqui^ der, and are die ^ae as ^wae i£ Kmac and 

Luxor. The traaL cl waaaay o£ tlie cminwins is 

Oflins, nev tidrty 



high, widi the hands Icddedoa die breast; but 
thefieatures are de£Med. Close to Kama lie 
the fiagmeote of an enormous statue. The 
bint is diirty^Te feet in lengd^ the width of 
the sbouldas twenty-five feet, and the whole 
must have been nearly eighty feet high. It 
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consisted of one solid piece of granite. It has 
fallen on its face, and the features are quite 
obliterated ; its thickness is prodigious. 

About a mile and a half distant are the ruins 
of Medinet Abou, apparently those of a temple 
and palace, which are entered by a small and 
very handsome gateway. The portico of the 
former conducts to a large square, round the 
sides of which run lofty corridors ; the capitals 
of the pillars are highly ornamented, and the 
ceiling they support richly painted. The va- 
rious bas-reliefs cut on it still preserve then- 
•vivid colours, which are most frequently of a 
light blue and red. The ruined palace is pe- 
culiarly fresh and gay, just that of a court, as 
if time had in pity spared it for its elegance. 
The length of the temple is near five hundred 
feet ; but the interior is much obscured by rub- 
bish, and its general aspect has none of the 
grandeur of Luxor and Kamac. Seated on the 
shores of the Nile, Medinet Abou must once 
have possessed its cool retreats, its fountains, 
and woods of perpetual green; but the face of 
Nature is perfectly desolate now, and though, 
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: TTSCc after the lapse of so many centuries, it is still 

fciraie* beautiful within, every sign of vegetation has 
perished without, and it is completely enveloped 
in a frightful waste4 

.♦'vAa«<''- ^® proceeded along the loose sand, and 

•tT«d bv»^ wound up between the hills; the weather was 

TV pflos ^^'y sultry. The burial-place of ancient Thebes 

uiie.^ is situated here, and innumerable graves and 

Mirs'^^ vaults are seen scattered over this part of the 

^^^s> desert, even to the foot of the precipices. The 

ffittsi ^ mummies have been drawn from their tombs 

•fl xt^' ^^ * rapacious and unsparing hand. In this 

. ^ vast cemetery there were no objects such as we 

^^ .J j^: expect to see around the remains of the dead, 

^^ f jjjj hut a waste of bright and scorching sand^ 

^^^" ki'^ amidst black and naked rocks. The corpses of 

I it m" 

ai^" |,^' the poor Egyptians had most of them been torn 

^ j^jii from their deep graves and strong vaults ; many 

' ^ ^i ^^ ^^ ^^^^9 ^ ^^c*^ flights of steps led, after 

a^T^ ^it being rifled, had their doors secured, till ano- 

S^^^* ^; ther visit might produce fresh discoveries; 

tJi^ y^ others were entirely empty and spoiled. The 

I ^^ jujj chief part of this havoc was committed by the 

grec^' , ^ Arabs, who tore the bodies open to get at the 
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4 

refln used in die embaliiiiiig, which the]r«Al 
at Caiio at a high price; but travellen and 
9avan$9 and thdr agmta, have ako had tlidr 
share in this sacrilege, if so it may be cdkd 
It is a sad and disgusting sig^t ; die sands 
and the edges of die graves in some ports beiiig 
strewed widi the bones and pieces of die 
flesh of the mummies, dirown wantonly about 
The poor Egyptians, who had slept in peace for 
some thousands of years, have been merrilessly 
dealt widi here, and die remains of wanion, 
citizens, and sages, may now lie niing^ toge- 
ther beneadi the burning sun; for no letiett 
or sanctuary of the dead has been suffered \o 
remain inviolate. I picked up a foot with part 
of the leg, that frmn its smallness and ddicacf 
seemed to have bdonged to an Egyptian hdj. 
It had suffered little from time, except being 
shrunk in size, for the flesh, thou^ quite dried, 
still adhered to it : but it strongly retained tk 
mummy smelL 

Not far from hence, in the plain bdow, ne I ^ 
die two colossal statues of Memnon: one is cot 
oat of a solid block of granite; the odier 9 
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oompofled of Kveal pieces. Tlicy «e n a 

^3i^^^ flittiiig posture, near mxtj text m hc^H, aad 

pn^* "^ can be seen fitm a great dutaaoe muad. Tiic 

resits, v^ aidutectore is ooaise; die postme easy and 

re« II >^ * ' tnmquil, with their gigantic hands placed on 

^gustiBK^' their knees. At this time the inundadon had 

crrate*!*^'^ gathered lound dieae enoruMxis statues to sonM 

b°^"^!l', extent, «rf. invaded a p«t of their rtooeduu, 

^>s, dii^'**^^^ ^ 8^: their appearsnce, thus laolatedy wai 

^^bil *T \ most strange, — ^they seemed to sit like the sten 

^rft. hs^^^ and ancient genii of the idain, over whom dm< 

^ d>^ feiB>^ and decay had no power. 

-j^y x^affi^^^ The Nile for die last few days had growi 

^_ gaji; I"' " narrower, and its banks more wild and rugged 

Afi^ has t)^ the climate seemed to become more pure as w 

•-V*d up • *"* '^ advanced. The heat at Esn^h, where we arrive 

. rttfl''*^ ®^ ^ second day, was very intense, — ^indee 

^j to ^ ^^ it would have been difficult to have borne ii 

^^^^ tim^ ^ but for the luxury of bathing twice a-day in th 

flesh* tlK^\ N^^ *t sunrise and sunset The ruin of tli 

t MSO^ temple is situated in die middle of die towi 

)Ut ^ J • ' . 1 

and Its pcNTtico, the most beautiful and best pr« 

• the i^ served m Egypt, is obscured by a mass of ml 

' ^ lleiB**' Wsh: it is situated near the market-place. TJ 
^ -.,. the <** 
. of g^**' 
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capitals of the pillars are mostly different from 
each other, and this variety, as in the portico of 
Etfu, has a delightfn] effect: they are taken 
from the leaves, flowers, and stems of plants 
and trees, as the vine, the lotus, and the palm- 
tree. 

In the progress towards the cataracts, we 
observed the colour of the inhabitants of the 
villages became gradually darker, till at last it 
became quite black. 

At length we reached Etfu, or Apollijiopolis 
Magna. Its temple is a noble ruin of vast ex- 
tent, and commands a most extensive view o^ 
the river and the plains above and below ; the 
piers of the gateway are eighty-five feet in 
height, and the length of the outer wall of the 
temple is near four hundred and twenty feet 
You enter into an immense area, round which 
runs a lofty corridor, supported by a single row 
of pillars, and at the end is the portico, with 
three rows of columns : the capitals of the pil- 
lars like those of the temple of Esneh. This 
great and magnificent temple is in an excellent 
state of Reservation. The villagers have built 
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rnKtlttf*' * number of wretched cottages in the courts and 

fv isiatkf- ^ the roof of the edifice ; a multitude of peo- 

^ .♦ ^ 1^' pk were at work beneath the corridors, and the 

^ ^ i V noiae of their operations resounded through every 

01^3. part of the building. The miserable huts and 
their squalid inhabitants haunting your sight at 

: tk (^ every avenue of this splendid ruin, sadly injured 

. lAjugji its effect. One could not help earnestly wishing 

ggl^ that, like Thebes and Tentyra, it stood in some 

deep and desert solitude, where the foot of man 

ipji^ seldom approached. 

^1^: The next village we came to was sweetly situ- 

^j^j ^ ated in a grove of palms, and its small gardens 

i\^'' looked very neat and inviting. Here we met 

£^ i^ with a Greek, who had wandered to a great dis- 

' ^Ai'- tance, and seemed to live by his wits. He had 

*^fe ^'^ him a young Abyssinian girl, who had not 

^ toaii^ ^^S 1^* l^er own country, purchased, no doubt, 

^? ty this man for himself first, probably, and af- 

^*^ .J^^' terwaids for sale. She was seated beneath one 

the V^''^ 

* / dief of the trees ; and was of a dark complexion, but 

^ V eh" ^ ^^ ^^^ pretty, as her countrywomen are so 

'^^ ^(M often said to be. 
• in ^ 

\ia\t^ *^^^"S early one morning, we strolled to a 
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Coptic village, and found the people remarkably 
civil. The old Sheik was very importunate 
with us to enter his dwelling, and partake of a 
repast; and the chief part of the population 
crowded round, among whom were a few of the 
prettiest women we had seen in Egypt The 
very early marriages sadly impair their attrac- 
tions ; and, joined with exposure to the burning 
sun, make them look haggard at thirty. At 
one jdace there was a young girl of twelve years 
of age, married however, and carrying her child 
^ in her arms. Suph is the force of custom, that 
even in the most remote situations, where no 
looks but those of their neighbours are likely to 
meet them, you see the peasant women come to 
the Nile for water, with their features rigidly 
concealed, being all, except the eyes, covered 
with a thick veil. 

The next town we reached was Essouan, 
around which are scattered the ruins, uninte- 
resting however, of the ancient town of Syen^; 
they stand on the steep banks of the river, in 
some parts in the form of the ruined turrets of 
a castle. In the afternoon we crossed to the 
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. ^ia(i idand of Elephantine. The vivid descript 

« Terr iip ^ven by Denon of this island are a little o 

^fgflk diarged. It is a very enchanting spot, al 

(i^ff^ a mUe in length, and near a quarter of a i 

jifi broad; the northern part of it is a desert in 

niature, all rocks and barrenness, with the 



. ^c J^uin of a small temple on its most conspicui ! 

fQ^]i^ point: the rest is covered with gardens, c • 

tages, and groves of palm and fruit trees, e^ i 
to the water's edge. A man who has ne^ 
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'" !^^t fcnled duough long and bunung deserts c i 

jf^'' have little idea of the rapture with which 

1^5 group of trees, or a bright spot of verdure, i 

^ hailed ; or of the deep luxury of feeling excit • 

^wrt««^ by again moving among cottages, and fountaii i 

^ ^;ti and cool retreats. The land of Palestine wa ! 

^^ ^^ ^ no doubt, beauti&d and rich; but the ecstai 

the Israelites felt <m beholding and entering i; 



tbe^^ 



Y^ and the glowing language used in describing i 

•^ . ^ had their origin as much, perhaps, in the pa 

rhe ^^^ 

Ji^ ^^ through the dreary and howling wilde 

*^ , j,^ ness, as in the attractions of the scenes ther 

of the ^ 

'^ , .^ selves. 

^^jn^ The next morning we rode to the Isle 
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Philce. The way was through a perfect desert 
of sand and rocks ; the latter piled in huge and 
lofty masses. About half-way was a fountain 
of water, covered by a lofty arch of brick from 
the rays of the sun. Beneath this two poor wo- 
men were sitting, who offered us water in the 
hope of a trifling reward. A few miles farther 
on, we came to the shore, opposite the Isle of 
Philce, and, having procured a boat, crossed 
over. It is a branch of the Nile, which here 
makes a circuit, as if on purpose to encompass 
this singular spot. Not half so large as Ele- 
phantine, it has no verdure, except a few scat- 
tered palm-trees at. the water'^s edge, but its 
rocky and romantic surface is completely co- 
vered with superb ruins. They consist of the 
remains of several temples : one only of which 
is in a goad state of preservation. There are 
two lofty gateways, and the pillars of one of the 
corridors have the same capitals as those of Ten- 
tyra, — ^the head of Isis. The family of an Arab 
inhabited some of the chambers of the temple. 
He was very savage when he perceived our in- 
4;ention of penetrating into his harem, and drew 
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.^^ifk' Ws long knife, protesting he would revenge 

Iitwitf>- attempt. At every step you tread on some fn 

^ i^\rfgfni^ ment of antiquity ; for this celebrated isle mi 

ii^g^i't^' once have been holy ground, and peculiarly c 

•fcilitf^ voted to religious retirement. No situatic 

jE-j «* ' could be better adapted to such a purpose,- 

. ^ J encircled by a branch of the Nile, and imprisone 

^. j^,, on every side by utter desolation. The desei 

' * ' 1^* spreads its wastes and mountains in front ; th« 

^ .-. ^ dark ami fantastic cii£Ps of the adjacent isles anc 

^ shores look as if rent by some convulsion, and. 

'^ 1— t viewed throu^ch the long colonnades which crown 

'^ Lfi the rocks even to the water's edge, the effect is 

*^ ' * Jifclc ^^*® panoramic. Then the loneliness and still- 
ness of every thing around, only interrupted by 

krf^ perpetuaDy pure, that gives even to the nights 
*^ ' ^^ * bewitching softness and splendour. Whoever 

?^^'^*^. jj': is fflck of the world, and would hold communion 
e f^***^ jji only with Nature and past ages, let him go and 
" J-J» take up his abode at Philoe. 



^^ _^i: the distant rush of the cataracts ; and a climate 



iefii'*^/^^^ 



jiie^ 



The boat we had hired was rowed by two 



'^'^ ^j^; W* ^ the adjacent isle, when a native, per- 
le p^''^ ,^ fectly black, who turned out to be a complete 
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acter, demanded, with an appearance of great 

er, to be taken on board. His object was to 

re in the present usually given^ and heaf- 

ded us infinite diversion. His features, like 

ose of the rest of his countrymen, were singu- 

riy expressive and animated. An aquiline 

ose; eyes full of lustre, the every look of 

i^hich expressed his meaning better than words ^ 

•^is hair was divided into thick tresses, and hi» 

frame, full of activity and muscle, bad scarcely 

any flesh ; he was quite black. His looks and 

gestures were a complete pantomime, and he 

sang a livelier boat-song than we had been used 

to ; for the Arabs hare all a monotonous chanty 

with which they keep time to their oars. On 

setting off on our return, we. were surrounded 

by a small host, importuning for a bakshish, or 

present. The acting of our Bereber friend i^as 

admirable. He endeavoured to intimidate some 

from applying, exerted his voice the loudest^ 

and kept his keen comic face in the foremost 

rank, though he bad received more than any 

of the others. 

The ride to Essouan through the desert was 
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veiy pleasant, it bdng near sunset ; and to 
bathe in the Nile afterwards, bow exquisite a 
pleasure ! the intense beat being past, the even« 
" iDf air was as balm to the feelini;, cool and soft, 

without being chill. The next day we directed 
"^^ ^ ^ caneia to remain at Elephantine : the isle 
^" ^, afforded a delightful retirement, which was in- 
'^ ' deed as a home and a shadow in a weary land. 

^*^ How often have I wandered amidst its shades 









during the burning heat of the day ! There was 
a favourite spot where a group of trees stood 

^ near the water'^s edge, apart from the cottages ; 

Ptofl"^ ^jj^ Ijjg opposite shore rose a lofty range of sand- 

^^*^ hills, and the channel between was broken by 

joD^^w"^ some fine rocks, and one Uttle isle covered with 

^*^ ^L verdure, on which stood one or two habitations \ 

^^^ ^. on die left were the ruins of the two island tern- 

«' * ^^ pies: — ^it was delightful to sit for hours here 

r^^ and see the sun go down on the romantic an< 

^^'v^ beautiful scenery. 

j^ the The Cataracts, a few miles above Essouan 

o tb^ are very insignificant, the fall over a ledge o 

iioT^ rocks, extending nearly the whole breadth o 



the 



dcfl^ 



the channel, being but a few inches in heigl 
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though the noise may be beard at some distance. 
This being the tennination of our voyage, the 
next morning we went down with the current at 
a good rate, and soon reached Esn^h, and then 
Luxor. At the former town there are some 
hundreds of Mamelukes in the service of the 
Pacha, to whom they are slaves, being Circas- 
sians and others purchased by him when very 
young. They are still, for the most part, men. in 
their youth, handsomely dressed, and are com- 
manded by Suleiman Aga, the quondam French 
colonel, by whom they are disciplined in the 
European manner. 

One day, being becalmed near the opposite 
shore on our return, we landed at the entrance 
of a little valley, confined by lofty precipices. 
Advancing up this romantic spot, we came to « 
small monastery, with its cemetery in the 
The gate was closed, and, no ansTfcr 
given to the repeated calls, we entered througn 
one of the windows, and found all its apartments 
silent and deserted. They must have been so 
for some time. In the burial-ground were manj 
tomb-stones with inscriptions, in memory of tlK 
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fathers who had fivcd 

which seemed mat to be 1:1:11^^ -^ ^ 

■''^'l^^g. footsteps, ««ewh«« 

'^'' ^ T«, direct his warrad Steps theve. A seif-daxvine 

ached ^ ' * 

^ j^ c P'^'^ ^^ ^^ ahogedier for thk Gttk commuriitT 

'^^''^ ■ of fathers, who nndu tnilT sbt tl^r K^< nochin^ 

'^^ to do with the pleasmes of die WQri± 

V are s»» . Returning to Thebes, we set out earlT in the 

rihasta , morning on a visit to the Tcmibs of the Kinc>s, 

11^ f<^^ -J. and, passing again near the nrins of Kumu, 

,,,.ly dP^ . sought the house of Osimn, m Arab, who keeps 

i^Vgai*^** the keys. Having waited two hours, till he 

!k V a^ arrived, he soon set bef«e us a coujde of fowls, 

and some cakes of bread, spread (m a mat in the 

. talB««<l »* open air, as we had a fatiguing walk before us. 

we ^\j^^f( '^ P"*^ ^** fi"t "cross the sand, and then a 

,nioei by ^^ continual and tedious ascent up the mountains, 

fOBianOf ^ ^^ till it approached the place of the sepulchres. 

ti, its '^^^ . They are situated in a kind of amphitlieatre 

"*'' *"*^' ""ttiti' *°"°^ by naked and pointed summits of the 

JcaU^***.|^^ mountains: in the middle of this is a steep 

They""^ entrances of these abodes of the dead. Dc 

,e buria'^'^ scending a flight of step, the door of the UrcfM 

tn m**^ 
cripti*"^ •" 
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tomb was opened, and the passage, by a slight 
descent, conducted into the various chambers. 
The surprise and delight felt at viewing these 
w<»iderful cemeteries can hardly be expressed ; 
there is no spectacle in the world, perhaps, like 
that which they afford. The chambers are four- 
teen in number, hewn out of the solid rock; 
and the walls and ceilings are covered with bas- 
reliefs, in the highest state of perfection, which 
is owing partly to their having been carefully 
preserved from injury and from the external air. 
The painting looks as fresh as if laid on but a 
few years ago. The figures, finely and deeply 
cut in the rock, are of various colours, some d 
a light and deep blue, yellow, or red, with a ne 
mixture of white : they are in some parts di*ii- 
nutive ; in others, three or four feet in height 
These groups of figures represent sometimes the pl^ 
progress of the arts or the productions of agn- I J^ 
culture ; in one part you see a IcHig reli^ous I m^ 
procession, in another a monarch sitting on his l^ 
throne, dressed in his splendid attire, ani giving I Sej 
audience to his subjects ; or a spectacle of death, I to 
where a corpse is laid out on the bier attended I {^ 
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^y by mourners : various animals also, as large as 
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. ^^^ Kfe^ and a number of serpents, the different hues 

-^ and folds of the body of whidi are beautifully 

^, , ^ executed, in particular one of a large size of the 

ii J* Boa Ccnstrictor. The features of the w(Hnen, in 

"^ ' ,_i^ g these representations, bear a close resemblance 

, ^. to those of Modem Egypt ; the face oval, the 

*^ '*^ ^^ complexion rather dark, the lips fuD, the ex- 

- **'"*• j^ pression ffAx, and gentle, and altogether African. 

.1 i^^ Jq foaut of the diambers the sculptures on the 

ti.t'U' ^ walls and ceilings are only partially executed, 

y ano "^ the work being evidently left in an unfinished 

j^ ftv^ state. The ambiti<Hi of a monarch to eternize 

, ij mir«*» ' his memory, or preserve his remains untouched, 

of vsHO*'' nevercould have chosen a mwe suitable or more 

je. yelk^> wildly impressive situation. 
,ev a**"^ ^^ leaving Thebes the same night, the next 

j^ or *^ ^^ jJace of any consequence we stopped at was 

es reff^^ ■ Keneh, passing by in the way a long encamp- 



r the f^ ^ ment of Turkidi troops, who were on- their 

you ^^ . i "^^^ ^ P^^ Ibrahim Pacha, Ali's eldest son, at 

3 moD^ w Sennaar. There were several renegades attached 

pJeiKMJ***^^ ,^ to the Pacha's army; among others, a young 

. ; or a ^^^^^ American of scMne talents and good family, who. 

the ^ 
yat ^ ^ 
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caine to Egypt, turned Mahometan, and got an 
appointment in the Pacha's army, but was soon j 
disgusted with a campaign in the desert of Sen- 
naar. He quitted the camp in company with a 
Scotchman, a soldier in the same army, and 
after a painful journey arrived at Cairo. At 
the time I knew him there, he had an appoint- 
ment as a writer in some way under the Pacha, 
with a small sallary. He should have made a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, the only object almost 
worth turning Mahometan for. If to indulge 
m Turkish voluptuousness was his aim, he was 
not rich enough, for it requires means in Egypt 
as well as in Europe to live a life of pleasure 
But at Cairo he was often in company with a I. . 
missionary for the conversion of the Jews, and 1- 
an excellent man, whose discourses made him 
perceive the folly of Mahometanism, though be 
had written a treatise in defence of it. He 
became extremely penitent, was conveyed don 
the Nile secretly to Alexandria, and on r 
Europe, was received once more into tne 
of Christianity. His companion, the 
man, was more unfortunate : he ^ 
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^ 0iiBiky,^aiiMiigtfcT3Ei3: la^^riChTTi- 
jt tian igaiiL'' 

»r ID ^ ^^ 

*' '^ ._jtfr In the innr to &rwe rie w:ad becjzie TTuiear 

'j^nituen:? stop^ One Abbmoiu ia oriy to pwB rse r=ie. 

in :^<^ ^' I took a wdDk to a TiEaee at soe £sis«. jad 

iry- o seatii^mjsdif boKatk a palin^ took out a to- 

It.»cca» ^ ' Iinne of die A«>W»»i Nights to re*i Afbjr 
[dhoiD^*'" ^ some time two Anbs came upw aai sat down 
.tiiouso^ beside me. The book was beTond their coitt- 

fi>r i* ^ ,.. A prdieiiaoii, sare tibat a figure of a beautiM 
ri»p^ ^ ^^^ Eastern princess in the finoDtispieoe interested 
^^ ct^ ^ ■ them wonderfully. One of tihem, an old fellow 
^ con^^^ ri^*'* * beard, made the most ex{NnessiTe signs 

^ho^ ^^"^^^"^ jj ®f admiration, while his eyes sparkled with 
^f >Iiib^'''*^^^*"^,. pleasure. They invited me to mter the viU 

^•^ ID ^^ ^J^ ; where, being seated <m the floor of a cot« 

^tdt^^ j/i;*^' *^^ ^^ ^^^ "^ ™^^ before me, and a 

AleS**"^ . J^umber of women gathered before the door out 

1 ^pce ''^^ , .®f curiosity. The custom they have of con- 

tr-- c<^?^^ ^ceding a good Wt of*their faces is n very 



174 LETTERS FROM THE EAST. 

laudable one ': considering the nuniber of fine- 
looking men among the Arabs, it is strange 
1 there should be such an almost universal plain- 

ness among the other sex in Egypt 

A little naked boy came into the hut: he 
iseemed to be a great favourite, being a Mara- 
bey ; that is, dedicated from his infancy to be 
a fakir, or Arab priest. The little dog looked 
very round and fat, and was, I believe, covered 
over with oil. All at once the sounds of musk 
were heard without, and a strange group made 
its appearance. A boy carried a flag of red 
and white, a tall respectable-looking Arab 
played a tambourine, a young man a long 
drum, and another a pair of castanets. They 
all sang in a low voice ; and in the midst was 
a fakir, for whom all the display was made 
He was a vwy good-looking man, with a fuB 
florid face, a black bushy beard, and his thick 
hair in wild disorder. He moved his head up 
and down strangely in time to the music, and 
joined in the chant with the others. He came 
into the hut where I was, and behaved wi4 
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great case and OTQitT ; and seemed mtxe a man 
of die world dian a sdf-dcnirnig aaint. 

The ISgure of die beautiful wviman in die 
book, wbiA the two Arabs had kissed with 
ennestneas, die £dur seemed to view with dis- 
like, as die Konn foibids a fondness for pic- 
tmes. The Prophet was right, peihaps, in 
proliibitiiig die use of pictures or images to his 
people; die wietdied paintings of the Vii^n, 
and the saints, male and female, in the Greek 
dmrch, may hare quite as much efiect on the 
imaginatian, if it can be at all exdted by such 
dmigs, as the vile statues of the Catholics. 
The onlj human figure I saw in Greece that 
was better wordi worshi|^ing, if I may be 
aflowed the expression, than half their manr^ 
ions calendar, was a young Greek giri at Tri- 
pditza. She was dying — but her figure was 
symmetry itself. Her father was a priest, and 
her modier was, as ^le was well termed, a mag- 
nfioent woman, of lazge size, stout, and her 
features had a noble and imperial character, — 
quite unlike her daughter, who was of the 
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imallest size in which loveliness could well in- 
labit. The girl was laid in the corridor to 
ireathe the fresh air. She did not speak ; but 
ler elegant yet emaciated limbs, but ill con- 
ealed by the loose drapery, were moved at 
imes in agony, while a hurried ejaculation es- 
aped her, and her hce was buried in the long 
resses of her beautiful hair. Never does a 
iroman arrest every feeling so irresistibly as ia 
opeless sorrow and anguish. If experience 
mong both the unhappy Greeks and Turks 
ould confirm this, it were easy to appeal to it 
have heard the lament of a mother over all 
er murdered family ; of a widow for her hus- 
and torn from her arms and slain ; the parting | <» 
F a lady from her son, whose father lay cover- 
1 with wounds. But in the touching and im- I >.j 
missioned expression of grief the Christian must I in^^ 
leld to the Ottoman : — the men feel intensely I ^.^ 
id suffer silently ; and the Turkish women— I [^ 
lere is the very soul of sorrow there, and of I r^^ 
nderness. I At^h 
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LETTER VIII. 



EGYPT. 



We arrived at the town of Aboudg^ early 
iu the mormng. A funeral proceanon of the 
Arabs took place here : first walked a number 
of men, three or foiir abreast, at a slow pace, 
fiDging in a mournful voice, with the priest at 
Aeir head ; the corpse was borne after them on 
the shoulders of ax bearers ; it was laid on an 
open bier, completely covered, and followed by 
a number of women, who uttered loud cries and 
wailings at intervals, to show thar sorrow. 

Having hired a couple of asses, I set out to 
ride inland to Moafdut, attended by a young 
Arab of the cangia. After crossing a plain, 
and a ferry caused by the inundation, and 
passing by some pretty villages almost buried 
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in groves of palm-trees, in one of which was 
held an Arab fair, we entered on a waste of 
sand, with a part of the Libyan chain of moun- 
tains close on the left. The fair displayed a 
tumultuous assemblage of people, many nearly 
laked, of both sexes, engaged in buying and 
selling, with a prodigious noise of tongues. 
We met great numbers of the peasants bring- 
ng their fowls, eggs, and other articles to 
narket. They are heavily oppressed by the 
Pacha'^s taxes : even for every dat&.tree so many 
)aras rent must be paid. Before this princess 
eign, and during the first years of it) they 
irere far more happily situated, and lived in 
omparative plenty : but the troops, they com- j 
lained, in their frequent passage to the seat of 
rar, plundered them of every thing ; and often 
mcying we came on a similar errand, they hid I - 
leir poultry and other provisions on our ap- 
roach. After riding some time, we approach- 
i some lofty walls, surrounding a square in- 
osure, and being curious to know what it 
mtained, we found a small hamlet of Copts I ^ 
ithin, consisting of five or six dwellings ; one 
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Hiililirn md hAx ^Mfas^trat TtiK ir. tiv 

Theip fmar ^p B upk - n—iwrrrc Uh mtn s nuk- 

Idtle bnildiii^ -wkasii tkp}' cbUcl ti%eir chinrh ; 

It 1IK ii iijB?rfB gtiT JitvliGed* and a mrtun ^^nt^ 

cBskdliie cntnBBeiiitD xn imer mm nr -man 

tBBT. not rf iK^k^ thpT fano^^ixu end di^^ilii^'*' 

fd -widi hd fln&D pridft. twD ^rretciied pomthu!^ 

a oil ookniis of liie Tii^m md lier Smv, «iiil 

aicAer (rf* «mie veneniible sdm arj^Niittk. On 

iBfmn^iflicT^ad jmvlMcit^ tfaiKiel»^4U)d 

naeBt obcs hvr pradncML, modi die ^«w«r$«c f<rr 

vcK, aoid -vTztten in tiie CcfMkr <)tanK'9<*«^ 

Hie ■■■«£ nd mwa i ■ a^ r of liib little omuk 

mmtjr, dms fwfaiipd in tbe desert, liad iimdK 

inoooenoe and ampKcity. Hmt retrc«t ^«^«6 

•ecured by n strai^ door. The pttmrdK ^^ 

die hamkt, n TomsUe qU man, gaw m hi« 

blesEmg ferveadj at parting. 

Pumiing our way, the next object w<* csiiw 
to deserving notice was a very neat Aral> h\irY* 
ing-ground in the midst of the sand; the tomiw 
were three or four feet high, and pliMtt^ml 
white. The Orientals, to show that In \\w\y 
concern for the dead they had not forgot ti»« 
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the living, had placed here a small reservoir of 
water, supplied by a well ; it was built over at 
top, which kept it always cool. Towards even- 
ing we saw the minarets of Siout at a distance, 
a very welcome sight. The guide and owner 
of the asses was an Egyptian, and Achmed 
kept pace with them on foot. They were the 
only property he had in the world ! he had lost 
his two children, and their death had blasted all 
the poor man's prospects of comfort. He burst 
into tears as he told his desolate state with 
passionate expressions of sorrow. — " They were 
the only hope of my life,-~for whom I toiled," 
said he; " and now my wife looks cold and dis- 
contented on me, and my home is soured with 
discord :^ — and it being sunset, he then repeated 
his prayers in a loud tone of voice for half an 
hour, as he passed along the desert. 

On entering the city, the sudden change of 
objects, from the deep solitude of the way, to 
the loud sounds and rapid movements of the 
various people in the streets, was most striking. I ^ 
Arabs, Turks, Nubians, and Albanians, abnost I j 
impeded the passage ; the bazaar was crowded. 
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mod depc on the gromidi viilmiu ^Wrv <W 
■wwnBg^t was so biigfat as tu> nwktc it 5^*^^ Uk^^ 
day. Eailj in the nighu I xr«s ^wnk^^iunl ^> 
the sounds of music ai^t ^ngin^ iu tUo ^Uah I 
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>*« by, where every thing el«, wu perfecll, 
"lent : they were extremely sweet, and pmed 
■lowly by. Soon after tUybreak, the loud .oi« 
of Achmed wa. heanl in an excUmation ot 
prai* to Allah: we quick], rose, and hariag 
breakfasted on eoffee and Turkish pancakes, 
Pl-epared in the ,t«.ts at this early hour, w« 
proceeded on our way. 

Having left the fertile environs of Sioul, and 
entered on a sandy tract, we came in a fe. 
hour, in sight of a laige caravan, that h«l halt. 
«i in the desert ; it consisted of Arabs from 
farther Egypt, who were conveying a number 
of Bhick sUves to Cait» to be sold. The tent 
of the chief was distinguished by a piece of 
blue cloth, suspended from the top ; the odier, 
tents were pitched around without any order; 
the camels were turned loose on the sand, and 
the Arabs were formed into groups, smoking 
and convetaing, whUe several of the unfortu- 
nate blacks were wandering about, or prepar- 
ing their coarse meals. The chief, thinking, no 
doubt, I wished to make a purchase, conducted 
me, with significant gestures and smiles, into a 



ftirt,.a»« feet «»»»> •»* """, " ,„ . \,M 
the Emperor Adnan: tew 
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Standing ; they are of granite, and of very den- 
der form, being about forty feet high, with 
Corinthian capitals. Proceeding on our voyage, 
wa landed in order to visit the pyramids of 
Saocara, some miles distant. The great pynu 
mid, here, is more difficult of ascent than that 
of 6iz6b. The only way of ascending it is by 
oUmfamg up masses and fragments of stone of 
various sizes, the outside of one comer of the 
pyramid having fidlen from the top to the bot- 
tom* The view from the top, though of a 
rather different character, is quite as sublime 
and extensive as that beheld from the summit 
of Gizeh. 

The inundation of the Nile had now subsid- 
ed, and the flat lands of Egj^t, before parched 
and dry, were covered with a wide and beau- 
tiful carpet of verdure ; the heat was also sen- 
dUy ^ip^n^st^^d) and this season, the end of 
October, was probably one of the coolest in the 
year. Land travelling through Upper Egypt is 
almost impracticable, from the extreme heat of 
the weather, during the greater part of the year. 
The navigation of the Nile is the only advisa- 
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Ue mn^ ir tm die ijwei liie air i^ alwmys nmr 
ficA a^ onl, pTMJ ilie ninfaiE; mt umffoviK 
de^^rifol aBd|ilflHnBt. 

g**—'M«E from die pyxmods of SMCum, 
orarapfldiof soft vrnd, iw were parciicid ^^th 
dhint, aad windd faaiiFe gnirai my tfanig t<^ * 
dnn^ of wiiec, itlen mieKpecftedly^ as if 
impfei fim llie doods, a Dervifii approaciied 
OB, beni^g aa nwupmip wateMnftoii^ wlikji ^>« 
rBodved as auBuia fpom Heaven. He was very 
tall and robust, widi a handsome oountenanocs 
and one of the finest made men I ever behold — 
a model that a sculptor would have delighted to 
copy ; he had his tonely dwelling and littlo gai^ 
den at some distance, and had purposely cro^;^ 
our way with this mdon, knowing he should b<' 
well paid tat it 

On our return to Cairo, we took up our aIkkIo 
in the house of M. Asselin, a Frenchman^ who 
had accompanied Chateaubriand to the country^ 
and remained there ever since. He wm a mail 
of some science, would shut himnolf up tho 
greatest part of the day in his room, ttiul won* 
the European dress, with an iitimcuw* loiig 
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beard, which made his appearance, when he did 
come out, veiy singular. You meet occasion- 
ally, in the streets of Cairo, with some French 
Mamelukes ; there are fifty of these men, who 
have changed their religion, in the service of 
the Pacha : they are great favourites, and haye 
high pay, for during an insurrection of the 
Pacha''s troops, owing to want of pay, about 
fourteen years ago, he was exposed to great dan- 
ger, but these Frenchmen, placing themselves 
before him in a narrow street, fought with such 
desperate courage, that they made head against 
all his assailants, and brought him off in safety. 
The tomb of the unfortunate Burckhardtis 
in the Turkish bur3dng-ground> without the 
city. This incomparable traveller was a most 
amiable man, and by his long residence among 
the Arab tribes had acquired the appearance 
and manners of a Bedouin. The Arabs often 
speak of Sheik Ibrahim ; he was to be met with 
in the desert mounted on a good Arab horse, 
meanly dressed, with his lance, and a bag of 
meal behind him for his food. None of the 
Europeans, at Cairo, ever knew in what part of 
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atlnm Eke ^^fidd^ but htwwn- faaful if 
boagTiflted b^lne ciuiiLiyjii BP in aetunu kdl 
die Tiokfi duaU ohfieF^ l^m^ iatnnrr. The 
Pidii vas Ib^ of Ins oMBBrv^ ad ^mtLd 
Mmedmes aead far and mawmr ^vidibiB. 

The ool J phoes of ^""- ■** ""^ m Odro jb« 
the coffiaeJiouse^ vUcii jie goBcnDr full ; but 
however aumeniiK die cmnHBT, as ^ogb «s one 
of the fitDiy-4dlen beg^ bis tale, there » in- 
stant aknoe. Many of the Anhs display great 
powers of imaginatioii and memoiy in Aese 
tales, wfaidi are admiiably suited to amuse an 
nMUent and credulous peof^e. 

A Turk, witli his long pipe in his hand, will 
hsten for hours to a tale of wonder and enchant- 
ment, with deep interest, with exclamations of 
Allah, and without once interrupting the 
speaker. This custom, so universally prevalent 
throughout the East, is useful as well as 
amusing, for the stories have often an excellent 
moral ; but a tale told in Europe would be a 
very different thing from one heard in thesi' 
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countries. The wild and rich imagery of the 
East would hardly suit our colder climes, any 
more than the often impassioned and graceful 
action of the narrator, or the introduction of his 
genii, Afrit and Goule. Many of these men 
travel over the country, and get an uncertain 
living by reciting in the villages and towns ; but 
the most esteemed are to be found in the cities. 
Their tales are either invented by themselves, 
or taken from the Arabian Nights and other 
Oriental writings. A new and good story here, 
like a new book in Europe, confers fame on 
the inventor, and becoming popular, passes from 
one city to another, is quickly learned by the 
Arabs, and retailed in all the coffee-houses of 
the land. On the halt of a caravan at evening, 
when the groups are seated at their tentJoors 
round the fire, a tale from one of the company is 
a favourite and never failing source of amuse- 
ment. You will observe on those occasions men 
of various nations suspend their converse, and 
listen intensely to every word that falls from the 
speaker^s lips. The women are debarred this I ^ 
amusement ; but there are at Cairo a supenor i i^ 
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sort of Almeh girls, who are sent for by the 
ladies, and amuse them with dancing, singing, 
and music : it was probaUy a dance of this vo. 
luptuous kind that Herodias performed to please 
Herod and his- officers, and it is a favourite 
throughout the East. 

I passed an evening most agreeably with M 

Bokty and his family ; he is the Swedish chargi 

d'affaires, and is a very clever and well-informec 

man. It was his beautiful daughter who wa 

Act in the street some years ago, by a drunkei 

Turkish soldier, as she was riding out betweei 

her mother and sister : a green veil which sh 

wore, was supposed to have been the cause o 

this outrage. The sacred colour of the Prophe 

is prohibited to the Christians in every way 

even a green umbrella would be dangerous t 

sport here. 

The passage of the caravans through Cairc 
from the interior of Africa to Mecca, is a ver 
interesting sight, being composed of so man 
different nations, with their various flags an 
banners. In this city, where it is vain to Ion 
for books to beguile the sultry hours, I had th 
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exquisite pleasure of meeting with a copy of 

" The Pleasures of Hope." How it came there 

it is not easy to tell, but it was a most welcome 

and delightful stranger on the banks of the 

Nile: it accompanied me afterwards through 

Palestine and Syria; and in the wilderness, and 

in weary and solitary hours, what better and 

more inspiring ccmsolation could a wanderer 

wish for P That little volume has been no small 

traveller; on leaving Syria I gave it to the 

daughter of the English consul-general at Beir-' 

out, at the foot of Mount Lebanon, where, from 

the value placed on its contents, it is likely to 

be inviolably preserved* 

A singular amusement is to be seen some- 
times in the streets: two men, thinly clothed, 
and fat as butter, with broad, laughing counte- 
nances, circle continually round each other, and I .^ 
every time they meet hit one another severe I J 
and dexterous blows on the face, singing all the I tj 
time some humorous song, accompanied by droll | t| 
gestures and grimaces : this is much enjoyed by 
the populace. 
One day we rode to the palace of the Pacha I \^ 
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It Shoubn: it is pleasantly situated on the 
hnb of the Nile, and one or two of its apart- 
ments exhitHt all the splendid appendages of 
Onentalian. The saloon bad a very tempting 
appeaianoe; its rich ottomans and cushions, its 
fountaiB and coed recesses, all invited to luxu- 
rious repose and «a)oyment. The garden was 
pretty, and laid out in the European manner : 
mthemiddle was a charming kiosque shaded by 
die trees. This prince is a great voluptuary, 
but t»npwate in eating and drinking : like most 
Turks of rank, he avails himself, unlimitedly, 
of the Prophet^s permission of a plurality of 
wives. We saw thie ladies of his harem one day 
riding out ; they were eight in number, but so 
closely veiled and mantled it was impossible to 
form any opinion of their countenance or figure. 
A traveller in the East, who chances to be a 
physician, is privileged above all men ; he ob- 
tains admission into the serais, beholds the fea^ 
tures of the favourite beauties, and holds long 
eonversations with them ; and it is singular how 
very anxious and curious the eastern ladies are, 
to see the Hakim or Frank physician. He comes 
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with a solemn countenance, the very eunuchs 
look complacent on him, and each lady holds 
out her beautiful hand, assumes a languishing 
air, allows him to examine the colour of her 
eyes, and talks without reserve. Even a trifling 
knowledge of medicine is of the greatest service; 
to this we afterwards owed our deliverance from 
captivity by the Arabs. Even when walking 
through some parts of Cairo, with Osmin, the 
renegade Scotsman, who professed to be a bit of 
a doctor, he was assailed by several women on 
the subject of their own, or their families' com- 
plaints. 

The environs of Cairo, since the subsiding 
of the inundation, are wonderfully improved in 
beauty, but the only pleasant situation for a 
residence is at Old Cairo, on the banks of the 
Nile. It is rather a ruinous place ; but there 
are some merchants' houses at the water's edge, 
amid;5t a mass of foliage, which look on the isle 
of Rhoda, and the village of Giz^h on the op- 
posite shore. In riding to this place, you often 
see, in the shade of the large trees near the path, 
groups of women of a certain description, loosely 
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uppareDad, lAio, hsiiiig T»g^*^ a £fte jb^ |H^fr- 
psnd caffiee, aOnre iridi tiiear voicef jb^ <«i- 
tktog gestures the pasHenger to join then ; but 
tiieB' appeaxaoQce has iew aXtrmetxms. 

One fieefi at Caaro a. good maoT hadiris or piW 
gOT»« from Mecca. ThcK' uaen ncW\ desen-e 
tije prrrileges ihex acquire^ for it is a journey 
of imaieDse banisfaip and diffioulty. The^piU 
friraage of the Cfaiifdaas to Jerusalem i$ mef^ 
anusfanent cx»Dpared vith many €i the Mosleiii''s 
joaiiiejSyafitenfroBitheTery heart of Africa: he 
must cross vKSt deserts, enduie the extremities 
cf thirst and heat, and nothing but an ardent, 
Aoag^ mis^aced enthusiasm of piety, could 
possibly sustain his strength of body or mind. 

The merchants, who undertake this journey 
diiefly from the prospect of gain, go prepared 
with their servants, camels, and a variety of 
luxuries ; but the hosts of poor devoted beings 
who march on foot, resolved to behold the birth- 
place of their Prophet, must expect to suffer 
dreadfully. Many of them, venerable with age, 
who leave their homes and families to traverse 
a succession of burning sands, can have little 
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hope of returning again, and the appearance of 
a caravan on its return is sometimes like that of 
an army after battle. 

There are various warm baths at Cairo, and 
the Orientals, both men and women, are pas- 
sionately fond of the use of them. This bath is 
at first a fearful ordeal for a European to go 
through. Having stripped, you first enter the 
vapour bath, where you remain till the perspi- 
ration streams out of the pores. You then en- 
ter the warm bath, and afterwards are laid at 
length on a long seat, a few feet high, and 
scrubbed without mercy, all over, by a Turkish 
operator, who next cracks every joint in your 
limbs, the sound of which may be heard through 
the apartment. You then put on a light dress, 
and proceed to the outer room, where you re- 
cline on carpets and cushions, and have pipes, 
coffee, and sherbet, brought you. A soft and 
luxurious feeling then spreads itself over your 
body. Every limb and joint is light and ftee 
as air, and after all this pommelling and per- 
spiring, you feej more enjoyment than you ever 
felt before. 



DEPASTURE FROM CAIRO. 

Having resolved to visit Mount Sinai^ 
eogaged camels for the joumej. The p 
consisted of Mr. C. an Englishman, Mr. \ 
Gennan, (who was a* missiofiaiy sent from C 
hidge, to labour for die conversioB of the Je 
bis servant, a poor stupid German, and Mic 
liho proved invaluaMe to us, tc^ether with 
Arabs to attend on die eight ramris^ and m 
as guides. It pronused to be a joumey^ of gi 
interest, and we waited impadendy for the i 
nent of departure. 
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LETTER IX. 



ARABIA. 



We left Cairo on the 29th of October, in the 
afternoon,' and after proceeding a few miles from 
the city, our conductors stopped an hour or 
two near a small caravan that had halted close 
to some barren- hills. Three of our camels 
were loaded with skitis of water, sacks of char- 
coal, and an excellent tent. The sensation is 
singular at first finding yourself on the back of 
the camel ; the situation is sufficiently elevated, 
and not the most soft or comfortable, and the 
trot of the animal shakes you almost to a mum- 
my, till you get somewhat accustomed to it. 
The general rate of travelling is a long walk 
of three miles an hour, which is the caravan 
pace. At sunset we went on for about four 



houK, and dun sta^td &r tfae niefat in die 
midst of the deaen. A fire wmi- h|:^iM and 
nipper ooiJied, but, cm poXtinf up the xeitu 
lite pcdt bn^e, and tliie abbged ik to sleep in 
4e open air. Tlie tenl »«* repmed al Sue*. 
but we nevCT used it danng die irbole journey, 
being geoeraUj bd iatigiied txi baiting fcr the 
ni^t, and expoied to start again at sudi unocr- 
tain hours, diat we did not care to be at the 
trouUe of fixing and taking it down. 

The nest day passed without any thing de- 
Beiring ootiee, save that our route, as fw as 
ihe eye could readi, was utterly barren — a 
vast [dain of saod, with little uodulanoo at 
BUr&ce. 

The third day we w^e to set out very ewly. 
I chanced to awake before it was light, and, 
parading the Arabs seated round a good fire, 
could not help jcMoiDg them. This was one of 
the scenes that one often loves to picture. 
Jouma, the chief, had just kneadeil and placed 
a flat cake among the embers, and the Aralw 
were seated in a group around, suuikiiig and 
sipping coffee, and enjoying themsclvfn highly. 
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for the deserts were to them as a home. There 

is surely a charm in this wild and wandering 

life, for one soon grows attached to it- These 

Arabs were very lively and civil, but a wUd 

race, living-among the rocks near Mount Sinai 

in tents. They always carry their coffee, and a 

pot to boil it in, with them ; having first roasted 

it in a small pan, they pound it with a stick ; 

and a bag of flour to make cakes is their sole 

provision for a journey besides, for they seldom 

eat any flesh ; they each carried a musquet with 

a matchlock. 

There was not the least verdure to be seen 
till we arrived near Adjerud, a wretched vil- 
lage about four miles from Suez. Here a few 
scattered trees were visible, but the village was 
concealed behind a range of rocky hills, at the 
foot of which we took up our abode for the 
mght. This part of the country was the haunt 
of robbers, and our guides were very unwilling 
to halt here ; and, fearful lest we might be at- 
tacked in the night, they kept watch through- 
out the whole of it, but all passed off quietly 
Mr. W. however, who was conveying a large 
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cktt of Hftfe •» If oat SiuL «:» 
TgJiiirJ, kst dK^ nUbersw on attadinjr ^^^^ 
AatM onr swar lis dKst^ » in diEit cKi^dU 
tfe k^cs cf lis jooiwT «wM pettsk ; but die 
BeBamm woM j/nhtUtr quote as soan luiTe 

left It JMJiiiMl 

The next dar n« aimed at Suen in the 
fivcDoon, and Imiji^ a letter for die Consul fur 
our nation thercy wlm was a Greek, we were 
leooTcd by his son, who spoke some Englisli« 
The Ciidier, a tot fine old man, with a wliite 
bcaid, soon made his appearance. Some cakes 
and wine, the latter from Jerusalem, were 
bniu^t, and dinner ordered to be ready in an 
hour. La the mean time we walked down to 
the shore of the Red Sea- This can only be 
caBed a comer of it, as it is narrow and shal- 
low, and its termination is about three miles 
above. A range of mountains forms the shore 
on the right ; the opposite coast of Arabia is 
flat and sandy. Suez is a wretched town, and 
surrounded by a low wall. The old consul 
gave us an excellent dinner, and at night we 
returned to our rude resting-place without the 
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walls : yet this was not without its comforts, 
for, having procured some delicious fish out of 
the Red Sea. we formed a circle on the sand, 
supped in high spirits, and sipped our coffee 
with greater zest than we should have done in a 
luxurious drawing-room at home. 

Having passed round the termination of the 
sea the next morning, we bent our course to- 
wards the wilderness of Sinai, and came in a 
few hours to four or five pools of water, called 
The Fountains of Moses^ but at which it is not 
probable he could ever have been. 

The weather continued beautiful, scarcely a 
cloud to be seen in the sky, and not a living 
thing on earth ; and this deep solitude and si- 
lence, with the uncommon purity of the air, 
have a strong efiect on the imagination. You 
feel as if you ruled in this vast and inanimate 
scene, and possess a buoyant and joyous spirit 
amidst its savage sands and rocks, and feel the 
truth of a remark of Lord B.'s, of a young 
French renegade, who resided many years in the 
East^ and who said that often, when riding alone 
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PALLET €tf r^&AX. Ml 

k a boimffleK dcKKU Ik Ins £^aae&r^ tkm 
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Od die monHMr cf die dibd cUt our wiit<«^ 
fitdufi wax fThamairH^ md «e had to {hinK tn) 
for five cr ax faoim eve we mrrived at the iH'Xt 
fountaiB; it was stnated at the edge of die >KiU 
demesB cf Pano. One of the Arabs hiw) gtnw^ 
(m bef<Me to the spat, and it bdi^ by this tinh> 
very hot, we qnng from our cancels iM^ihxl oxir 
coffee, aod though the water was rather bracks 
ish, no breakfast was ever more weloomo* The 
desert now assumed a bolder character. Hithor^ 
to it had been a waste of sand, generally hanl, 
and varied with some hills, and high nK^kn U^ 
wards the horizon. These were now IncrcamHl 
to mountains, which rose also on each Hide tho 
path, and gave it a fine and romantic characitc^r. 

Mr. W.'s servant, Franco, afforded im mmw 
amusement. He was very artful, and a grc^iU 
glutton, though he persuaded Ium maftii'r lu* 
half-starved himself: and, when he cariw to a 
meal, generally cast on it such a Un^k nn ilu' 
good St Bruno did on hiH bri'iul m\%M whh 
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aahes, when he wept at the thought that man 
should take such trouble about the body; but 
when Franco found himself alone, cheese, rice, 
and cofiTee, disappeared like magic He had a 
nose and chin like a hatchet, and, settiing him- 
self on the camel's back in the position of one of 
the granite statues of Memnon, used to sing 
pious German psalms through the desert half 
the day long. Towards evening. Franco was 
generaUy most melodious, but the tunes were 
mostly mournful ; his voice had a sort of nasal 
twang, and the rugged German cadence used to 
strike the Arabs with dismay. It was good 
sport afterwards to desire Franco to sing in 
a numerous circle of these people ; he had 
hardly finished three or four stanzas before 
some laughed, whilst others vehemently de- 
sired him to stop, with many expressions of dis- 
pleasure. 

Leaving the valley of Paran, the path led 
over a rocky wilderness, to render which more 
gloomy the sky became clouded, and a shower 
of rain fell. By moonlight we ascended the 
hills, and after some hours' progress, rested for 
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^-,1 at tbf A«f "' ^ ™S*rt « ^^ ™nd- Tbe devF had 

J. jjjj^^jf heavily for same inght&, wood the dothei 

• _t Uwrtfitff'^ covered US woe qmle wet in the incBnimg . 

J., • J; as we advanced, the dews ocBsed. Our mo 

^^^ jy- uijE Me, thou^ irregular, was quite to A wande 

^ "'^ 1 --i.<i taste. We sometiiiies slopped for an hou 

' ^'^ ^: mid-day, ofc more frequently took some far 

r^tues j^ ^ draught of water on the camd^s faac 

^r^'^t but we were repdd for oar fttig^^s, when 

Xo«»"** halted for the evening, as thfe sun was Kmlring 

I nK^ooJOiwj the desert, and, having taken our supper, strolle 

♦' ' '^^ ^ -Aaf < anaidst the solitudes, cw q>ait the hours in con 

. rii-i?^ f -<: versation till daik. But the bivouac by night 

*^ toi ^*^ *^® ™^^ striking. When, arriving fatigued 



j^ to oe^^ ..^-i ^°8 *^*^^ dark, the two fires were lighted, I 
\ le ^ ^^^^ ^ y l^ve frequently retired to some distance to gaze 
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three er ^.^ at the group of Arabs round theirs ; it was so 

>*hil^ ^'^^.^rt^^' ®^^^^y *^ keeping. They were sipping their 

^ Hith D^-^ coffee and talking with expressive action and 

f^ piii! iiifinite vivacity ; and as they addressed each 

jltV ^ ^^^ j^^ ^^^^^ ^^y ^**®^ ^^^ ®^^^ *^^ tiBme which 

[t>rnfs^ <^ '^"'^ J ^ ^f glanced on their white turbans and drapery and 

x-^OJ^ chH^^ ^: ^t countenances, and the camels stocjd l)c- 

ootdi^^ ^ ^ '^"^^ ^^ stretched their long neckn over thiiV 
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masters. Having finished our repast, we wrap- 
ped ourselves in our cloaks, and lay down round 
the fire : and let not that couch be pitied, for it 
was delightful, as well as romantic, to sink to 
rest as you looked on that calm and glorious 
sky, the stars shining with a brilliancy you have 
no conception of in our climate. Then in the 
morning we were suddenly summoned to depart, 
and the camels being loaded, we were soon on 
the march. Jouma frequently chanted his me- 
lancholy Arab song, for at this time we were 
seldom disposed to converse, and were frequently 
obliged to throw a blanket over our cloaks, and 
walk for some hours, to guard against the chill- 
ness of the air. The sunsets in Egypt are the 
finest ; but to see a sunrise in its glory, you 
must be in the Desert, — nothing there obscures 
or obstructs it. You are travelling on chill and 
silent, and your looks bent towards the East ; a 
variety of glowing hues appear and die away 
again, and for some time the sky is blue and 
clear ; when the sun suddenly darts above the 
horizon, and such a splendour is thrown in- 
stantly on the wide expanse of sand and iiocks, 
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pirTTia.-.i : 1 j.T:>i_i.^ ^^^ 



certBolv tWBBL ran. iikt Hit Iniain. t^-ki tir. ra*- 



. , narec m pnoK bbl tuensnc 

■ * "^"^"^ , ^^^ fr*' stunted TialTiJf rrnev. Tin iv:'r 

• ••* -^v' ov ImtT BKiLuiuuiif a: r(»i!t^ marr a: tneiL hcf- 

^ K-'.^ . In the nodfit of the pism- vnici. rose v^ttl a 



«e€9]|Ei%a a Biitiif Ot^sen, iiitec ol £a:;r -a at 



. - - • . t continual vet »entie aaceiTL -wevt istuaied r(K*r.f> 

) '*»'^cr* '**^ ;^, of Tarioas f amis and wuaur&. and aver to «iir« 

-^ and «<**''"' -^ 

i t***^"^*^ ™ce were scattered a Dimiber csf shr^bf. of a 

^ a ll^^^ 1^^ Krdy greesL Throurii all ttif route ve Lad 

)iiur^ to^*^*'" met few pasBesi^^cTs. One or tvo little car»- 

111 Kf?M^ 

The 500*^ . vans, or a kmdT wanderer wiii bis cam^ had 
•winter 

^^. s sui*'^^ ^ passed at times and given us the usual salute 

v^tn.— J*^'*^ > of "Peace be unto vwiT While at Sue*, 

^\)U are tr**" -, we were fmrtunate enough to puirha^ a few 

x»t> f^^^ ^^^\ji k* P®"^® ^ excellent tea, and it now proved of 

a hues »PP^ . |i^, inestimable use to us. It was a good jaece trf 

iiie ri*^ ' j„^e *^vice of Dr. C. the traveller, to those who 



jje ni*^ ure ouviuc ui ur. v>. ine uaveuer, 10 uiose wiui 

,j, <udde«Jj visit the East, to provide themselves with tliis 



luxury. It is impossible to procun* aiumal 
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food on such a journey. Some rice and bread 
and coffee constitute your chief subsistence. 

We passed this evening a small place of 
graves at the foot of a high precipice; they 
were the tombs of Arabs who had died in 
their journey through this wilderness. They 
were erected by their companions, and con- 
sisted <^ rude pieces of rock fixed in the sand. 
A few of these burial-places are seen scattered 
amidst these deserts, and they are generally 
situated in some secluded spot, or beneath the 
shade and protection of a mountain. Although 
Mohammedans, the Arabs appear to have very 
imperfect notions of religion. Our escort was 
but little given to prayer; and the tribes we 
afterwards fell in with, got on without it alto- 
gether. Mr. W. made many attempts to en- 
lighten the minds of Jouma and his comrades; 
but Franco was of another stamp : he used U) 
slip aside of an evening and pray very devoutly 
to the Virgin Mary. Idolater that he was, his 
master^s efforts to convert him to the bosom of 
Protestantism proved in vain : but it was not 
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f^c fee iriail-T Ix iiit imB^ ic 'aif ^ int 



AihiA. or imast jan-t.',-*irn tfi^iM r!:ft:-S;^ "."-^l 
Mow tbe kBM, tk« !:^ Hirriiizii Li^i. x:-v{ 

v-il-ri *ti^ ,; befiiRtD the comeat of Siaii, K» sire nownv i-f 
■ - JiT*-""" !|( <wr 'niMt'h- Linoir bet'iHie sunrisie iho f>4- 

..-j\er; , ^. Wii^da¥,wB9rt out, and $tof>fiiH) in a «»i>iit 
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romantic ralley ; and the nKxrung bcin): vhill. 
, ujjB? """^ 'e cflilecied a large quantity oi sttnihs fi>r tii\\ 
and made our breakfast. 



.,.»:rrf'' ^'"^ V "^^ Israelites, during their wanderings »>r 

...^aadl**^ ' tf, ***"? ye»B in these deserts, must haw livwi 

J j^iUW 1^ •>"* ■ inapidly, even with tnanna aiid tjunils 

-t biC ^ - -* *«ving nothing but water to drink, nftvr n it>Id 



i- 



208 LETTGBS FROM THE EAST. 

nighf s encampment, or amidst the burning 
heats of the day. You feel careless what you 
eat in such a region, but to be debarred coffee, 
tea, or now and then a little lime-juice, would 
be misery ; without the former, it is certain the 
Arabs could not endure existence; they are 
satisfied with a little coarse bread or unleaven- 
ed cake twice a-day, but coffee is more than 
manna to them. * 

A few hours more, and we got sight of the 

mountains round Sinai. Their appearance was 

magnificent ; when we drew nearer and emerged 

out of a deep pass, the scenery was infinitely 

striking, and on the right extended a vast 

range of mountains as far as the eye could 

reach, from the vicinity of Sinai down to Tor. 

They were perfectly bare, but of grand aod j 

singular form. \ 

We had hoped to reach the convent by day- ^ 

light, but the moon had risen some time, when | d, 

we entered the mouth of a narrow pass, where t|, 

our conductors advised us to dismount. A \^ 

gentle yet perpetual ascent led on, mile after ^^ 

mile, up this mournful valley, whose aspect I :j,^ 
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^F^mo %4TH rn nacTiT ^n.^^, 



dbEPve two Iiuiiilivd j^Bxth- za wnittu aut die 
toK m an. 
The ohL wondLat ttssr 
e^e of a pReipKev and auiHlHl 
dnt kad Mleii. fixBL afaore. It 
jtA, ffaeaOj mw&^ ^temew placed 




. *^^^ .^ imildbly bf A& Azab» : and die moonligii 

,\ . b'^t cf Bttle aervke ti> aa- in dii» deep vaOey* a» it 

anlj leated ob. die fruwuiiig "qmimitH. above. 

^., ai^ ' ^ ^.. Where is 3biiiit Sinai: ? was the inquiry ot' 

. • ii. TiH^^ J , ertary one. Tie Andi» poiiUaed betbre to Gabel 

vc' tln?^ > Mollaa^ die Mount o£ Moaesy a» it i» called; 

th<? '^^^^ < . but we could aol distingaiali it Again, and 

' 'c i^^ ^^ %™» point after poini waa tumed, and we saw 

^ ftr ^ but the same stam acannr. But what had the 

*rv <^ ^^ sofbess and faeaotj of Natuxe to do here? 

\jsjie, ^ ^ Mount Sinai leqidred an appioadi like thi$> 

where aD seemed to proclaim the land of ndra- 

J, th^ *^ . \ des, and to have be«n visited by the teiror* of 



1 fis^ ^ tf ^'^^ Lofd. The scenes, as you gaied aroundr 

r g x^^ bad an unearthly diaracter, suited to the stouml 

^ to ^^\ ^ ^^ fearful trumpet that was once heart! 

^ I 1^ ''^ rf ^^®'^' ^^ entered at last on the more (ijH^n 
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valley, about half a mile wide, and drew nev 
this famous mouDtaiiL Sinai is not so lofty as 
some of the mountains around it, and in its 
form there is nothing graceful or peculiar to 
distinguish it from others. 

Near midnight we reached the Convent rf 
St. Catherine, at the foot of the mountain, and 
surrounded by a high wall, to guard it against 
the Arabs. Jouma was lying fast asleep at its 
foot, wrapped in his cloak, beside the emheats 
of his fire, but he instantly arose and welcomed 
us. Michel was safely housed in the omvent 
After calling loudly for some time, a window 
was opened at the top of the wall, and a rope 
thrown down ; fastening this round the body, 
and grasping it fast, we were drawn up one 
after another by the monks, and received in 
through the window, which was the only plaa 
of entrance. Our baggage came up afterwards, 
and then we were conducted up several flights 
of steps and passages to our chambers. Michel, 
who spoke Modem Greek like a native, and 
who was our only interpreter with these monks, 
had allotted a room for Mr. C. and myself, and 
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, ^ ^i,t awdBT fe Bfe W, «i to «^^-^ Time 
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^^. handflome (arpet and oiahkM* wrth natt 

^ ioor labed in the easttm *«yie : and a imt 

• ' nsr ^'"^ ^ Igoop ^rai^ aospesided &aB tbe ceding and aU 
:»<!i^ .^ lorfy li^itBcL Theie ^» «d vniupttuusH» 

».' fC^"^ ^^ io^ all Ais tn our feefingiw after tbe pwnn 

. .■ fo^ ^ . . thp wy^ tile DesBBt. After afl^ hBppiaea» i» in 

'-A:^ **^ j«8i * P*"^ 1IMB8UB& daxwei finm diB cuii ii aiil of 

.^w3^l?^ ,^ itnatiaBg; and 1% in dm rnspigt y periMpi^ not 

• :< chJ*^' ,^ unlike easteiiL iuuiuljl plabift and ivalleys 



. «<^tJi^^ ''^. . ^ Monming like FsrailxBe, aandst naked aKmn- 

aielv bo<^ ^ tsEDs sid wild& No calm^ eomftrtabie^ hxxr- 

T - for ^''''^ ',' ttEioiB fi& in Bn^aand cmld ever aflbrd duwe 

roP ^ ^ .« vnU aod IneaospoEtiiig JKfiiigs wfatdfc were ours. 

^tiog ^ j doiiiig duMe yxanej^ in Ae East. 

^ «^ ^ These icehna ace of dte Gfcek chturd^ aad 

Hiopk^ jf^ ''^ about twcntf in msmbefy moeUy ekfeny 

tfb*^ ^^ j^ ™^ ''^ conrent was foinjded by J wriitt a i> » 

^^ i^^ ,^ fourteen hundred years a$;(v It is hurge^ and 

Zauc^^ «P * j kept remariably dean. They brou^t' ws a 

'^ MS^^ frugal "-»^**»* -"^ •<«»»un. V«^^^«. mnarlA OAlt aI 



*^ ^k Kk^ * "^ , dates, and we then walked in the ocorridor 
-»ttf ^^ ( ^*out, situated in the loftiest part of the coft- 
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vent. The precipices of Sinai encirded and 
hung over the convent, and the moonlight now 
rested on them. 

The next morning we heard the voices of the 
monks at their prayers very early, and they in- 
vited us to breakfast with them in the refectory 
at nine o^dock. This meal is the only one 
they have during the day ; though, if any one 
is much in want afterwards, he is allowed a 
little bread and cheese in his own cell about 
sunset The breakfast consisted of a small loaf 
of fine white bread, a dish of pea, or barley- 
soup, a few radishes, and a small glass of bran- 
dy to each person, — ^for they never eat ammal 
food. The refectory is a long, and very good 
> room, with a large picture of Hell and Paradise 
at the higher end, that they may not indulge 
too much in the good things of this world at 
breakfast The damned are writhing in all 
sorts of grotesque postures, and the righteous 
rejoidng at the very edge of the flames. In a 
small pulpit near the door stood a monk, i^o 
read out of the gospels all the time of the re- 
past, and there were many occasional crossings 
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* ft:! Till'*' €^T-BzSi _* nn: ix-f^ifTi 21i 

at tflaeiE ygyiMn^ ir "tie "*»g*tiTi*- %iw Im 
dUh of msf ^w « *i*»-*-.^t^ Hac x srsul^ 

^^ f«iT««Jy-^' Id gctoBwxx X jc liL. iiir iiit «iiiiii» it ^a*^ 

-r^^:« 0(il ^^ all waft devncauL jui 'iat isme£ 

•"'iT^anl^ k^*^ Id the aSaaii^ ami jCta* «ixii^^ ^ne^fctiTiIiKxiiHw 

^^jgjgsudi^'^ eoSoe w loBikd nxami. two c;:^ tt> cadi 

^^0i^r These Cttfaos aicr an escndi=t£!T hairnks^ 

di^^^ Klofmaiy andin genoal i^srigaannt. Hanj 

• ft kiflC*^^ ^ ^'^^"^ ^^ 1^^ l*^*^ ^ ^^^^ taae^ andU 

//B^^'*' though bent iieariT double, bore whiiess to the 

'' tfae^^^^ uDoommon bealtfainess of the dinute; as their 

l^M^d^ chedu were florid, and dieir looks dieofid and 

J ^ fij^ Vigorous. 

_^ ^ 1^ - One is surprised to find here a large and ele- 

^^^ S^^ church, with a floor of beautiful marUe^ 

dopJ* ""^ * pulpit profusely adorned with gold* 

^ 11 die ^ "^^ edifice has three lofty aisles. You pass 

iXf^^ from one into a small apartment, where, be- 
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Death a little niche adorned with filigree work 
of gold, and lighted dimly by three smaQ lamps, 
is shown the spot where once stood the burn- 
ing bush. Pictures of the Virgin and her Son 
and many saints were placed round the sides 
of this singular spot. In a recess in another 
part of the church is the tomb of St. Catherine, 
the patroness of the monastery ; it is of white 
marble, emits a most agreeable perfume, and is 
covered' with rich silk, and placed beneath a 
canopy supported by pillars. The monks con- 
fessed it was not the real body of St. Catherine 
that was inclosed in the tomb, but only an 
image of wax, that was a good resemblance of 
her. The irreparable loss of the body of that 
excellent lady was occasioned by the vilkny 
of the Catholics, who, burning with envy to see 
the Greeks in possession of such a treasure, that 
was sure to work the most astonishing miracles, 
stole it by night a few days after her death; 
and having lugged it on their shoulders through 
the ravines and over the precipices around, had 
gained the summit of Mount St. Catherine, and 
were exulting in the idea of its being theirs 
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earned the good Udv up to Heaven* lea^ni 



J &» fiv cfcr, idioi the aneds, vho behdd all th 

> «. ^vidi infinite interest, descended suddenlv an 

''^^^ ^, die Catiiclics filled widi n^ and mortificatiiH 

''^" , •. A pout of one of die walls of the church ct> 

*^ , flsted of many exquisite and various sorts 

Itt s RO^ 

^r^*^ , vjr madiley sent as a present from St. Sophia 

;. > ^°^ . ^^^ Constantinople. The great altar is very bea 



^ ^ a§»*"*^ , support it, with pieces of mother-of-pearl ai 



tiful, being inlaid, as well as the piUars whi* 

I rili^ ^ ^^ tonois&didL 

;,v fiS^ ,^ The superior is a man of very dignitied a 

:hef^^ pearance and pdite manners, and seems 



•ze i^'* ^ pauauce ana piMiie manners, ana s«:ui^ 

io the •""^ know the wnld well : he was very inquisiti 

t wsy ^ c^ about the afiairs of Greece, in whidi he tool 

mIp loss^ ;^ deep interest After breakfast he invited 

to his apartment, where he produced some fr 




. ^ bu*^*^ -c *™ * botde of excellent white wine. He si 

^fpo o^ ^ ,. ^^ tlwrt in dieir library, about a century ago, wa 

e tt*^ ^^^)a^ curious manuscript that had remained there 

*Vir d*-^ ^UiP^ ^^' ^ ^ Grand Signior sent from Const 

^ tb^ ^'^ ; tinople to have it delivered up. M ohamm 

rhe P^^^^ i^j ^ ^^ troubles and wanderings, had sometii 

-^foUJ*^ ir found shelter in the convent of Sinai, and 
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of gratitude had given to the convent an as- 
surance of his and his followers^ protection, 
which being unable to write himself, having 
dipped his hand in ink, he had stamped it with 
the impression. It is certain the Monks of 
Mount Sinai are regarded with pecuUar respect 
by the Turks ; and those of other Greek con- 
vents, when travelling in different parts of the 
East, or in hazardous situations, say they belmig 
to the convent of Sinai. 

The life led by these recluses is a most dreary 
and monotonous one ; they never dare to ven- 
ture into the Desert, for fear of the Arabs, who 
bear a deadly hatred to them, and would enjoy 
as much pleasure in putting them out of the 
world, as they would so many wild beasts. 
About six years ago these fellows climbed up 
the precipices that overhang the convent, and, 
firing down, shot two of the fathers who hap- 
pened to be at the door of their apartments. 
The monks enter their garden only by a subter- 
raneous passage, which is secured at the end by 
a very strong door. The garden, which is sur- 
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romided by a Iiigfa wall, is a rich and beautiful 
spot, created entirely by the great industry of 
these people. You see there the palm, the 
qrpress, and poplar, with a profiiaioo of vege- 
tables; and vines were bending with large 
bunches of grapes, in a more forward state even 
than they were at Cairo. The cultivating this 
garden is the only resource and amusement the 
monks have. During Bonaparte^s residence at 
Cairo he wdered the convent wall to be built 
hig^, and sent two pieces of cannon for its de- 
fence; but these men of peace never use them, 
ahhoug^ one discharge would send the Arabs 
over die Desert in a moment. But these fellows 
hwwvery wdl they keep excellent white bread 
m die amvent, and they come and fire their mus- 
quels at the walls, with loud threats, tiU the 
bdios open die window at the top and throw 
out a qpiantity of cakes of bread to the Arabs, 
who ffAa dmn op with avidity, and depart. 
The cuaivnt is supplied with rice and flour 
by the Gndk WKmtsbax at Canro; and the 
BcnooniK aDkw dif&ie -sappiliE* to ^atm «afi:ilT, 
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knowing it will be the best way to demand 
their contributions subsequently. Among the 
few luxuries here, were excellent almonds and 
dates, and good cheese, which they had improved 
out of the coarse article used in Egypt. . 
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LETTER X. 



ARABIA. 



At no great distance from the convent is the 
scene, in the aoUtudes of Midian, where tradi- 
tion says Moses kept the sheep of Jethro, his 
father-in-law. It is a valley at the back of the 
Mount, between two ranges of mountains. A 
solitary group of trees stands in the middle. 
The superior apologised for his inability to sup- 
ply us with any other than v^etable food, and 
advised us to buy a goat of the Arabs. A 
miserable creature, which had been obliged all 
its life to keep Lent on the rocks, was pur- 
chased for seven piastres, and, being pulled up 
through the window, was slain for the Christians^ 
use, and served up, dressed in diflFerent ways, 
for dinner in the evening; but it proved so 
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meagre, and had so unhappy a flavour, that we 
were obliged to abandon it 

A venerable monk, above ninety years of age, 
the oldest in the convent, paid us a visit in our 
apartments : he had resided here seventy years ; 
and we asked him in what manner his life had 
passed during this best part of a century's con- 
finement within the convent and garden-walls. 
One day, he said, had passed away like another; 
he had seen only the precipices, the sky, and the 
desert ; and he strove now to fix all his thoughts 
on another world, and waited calmly the hour 
of his departure. He then dwelt much on the 
vanity of human pleasures and the nearness ci 
eternity, and ended by asking me, very earnestly, 
for a bottle of rum. We had but one left for 
our future journey, but gave it, however, to 
gratify the old father, who requested that my 
servant, when he brought it to his cell, would 
conceal it beneath his cloak, lest his brethren 
should catch a glimpse of it. 

On the third morning we set out early from 
the convent for the summit of Mount Sinai, 
with two Arab guides. The ascent was, for 
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> rioiw"^ 



some time, over long and broken flights of stone 

j ^lakfn^^'" steps, placed there by the Greeks. The patl 

ondoo It ^as often narrow and steep, and wound through 

..h^itffi^-^' lofty masses of rock on each side In about 

oreDt. fH^^^' half an hour we came to a well of excellent 

J T^^^^' water; a short distance above which is a smalll 

is vhit i^*' ruined chapel. About half way up was a ver- 

f^ nttidi^ dant and pleasant qpot, in the midst of which 

p coo^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ solitary palm, and the rocks 

I pgjsedivij''^^ rose in a small and wild amphitheatre around. 

^^(jnKXif^ • We were not very long now in reaching the 

ff0b^^^ summit, which is of limited extent, having twc 

lited^^' small buildings on it, used formerly by the 

. jiJtfl*'* Greek pilgrims, probably for worship. Bui 

j||,eB^ Sinai has four summits; and that of Mosei 

. . -«M» ^^ Stands almost in the middle of the others, aiid i 

^ hd^^^ not visible from below, so that the spot wher 

^ :* JKiif^ he received the law must have been hid fror 

it S^^ 

^jgteJi^ the view of the multitudes around; and th 

. j^jjscA^ smoke and flame, which. Scripture says, envc 

j^ lis b^ loped the entire Mount of Sinai, must have ha 

the more awfid appearance, by reason of it 
it* 

J out ^^ many summits and great extent ; and the m 

t fUff^ ^ count delivered givea us reason to imagine thi 
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the summit or scene wbiete Grod appealed was 

shrouded from the hosts around ; as the seyoity 

elders only were permitted to behdd ^^ the body 

of heaven in its clearness, the feet of sapphire,^ 

&c. But what occasions no small surprise, at 

first, is the scarcity of plains, valleys, or open 

places, where the children of Israel conld have 

stood conveniently to behold the glory on the 

Mount. From the summit of Sinai you see 

only innumerable ranges of rocky mountains. 

One generally places, in imagination, around 

Sinai, extensive plains, or sandy deserts, irfaeie 

the camp of the hosts was placed, where the 

families of Israel stood at the doors of their 

tents, and the line was drawn round the moui^ 

tain, which no one might break through on 

pain of death. But it is not dtus: save the 

valley by which we approached Sinai, about | -^ 

half a mile wide, and a few miles in length, 

and a small plain we afterwards passed through, 

with a rocky hill in the middle, there appear 

to be few open places around the Mount We 

did not, however, examine it on all sides. On 

putting the question to the superior of the coo- 
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j^LJ^ ^^>it, where he imagined the Israelites stood: 

A.^mr everywhere, he replied, waving his hands about 

1 Urf-i — ^ *^® ravines, the valleys, as well as the 

kfai* plains. 

r ^ Having spent an hour here, we descended to 

-^, the place of verdure, and after resting awhile, 

- rrj r^ • tQQJf Q^y road, with cme of the guides, towards 
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the mountain of St. Catherine. The rapture 
of Mr. W.'^s feelings on the top of Sinai was 
:he «^ ' indescribable ; I expected to see him take flight 

TtBgB • for a better region. Beinc: the son of a Rabbi 

^^^ ^ at Munich, the conviction of being on the scene 




;.i:D^ * A ^'. ^l^cre Grod visited his people, and conferred 

.'. r^s *• r^ ., such glory on them, was almost too much for 

AofA .x^f l^i™' After ascending again in another direc- 

irasA**** ^ tion, we came at last to a long and steep de- 

le n>^ ^' **^* *hat commanded a very noble scene, and 

jt if ^ """^ . • ^ reached finally a little valley at the bottom, 

re •ff^''^^ bf^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^ ^^^ resting-place for the night. 

j^ s fe*" v^ The mountains rose around this valley in vast 

^ten'*^ ^ ^ precipices— a line of beautiful verdure ran along 

. flijAto '\ its whole extent, in the midst of which stood 

ggcaoi^ J*- ^ deserted monastery. The fathers had long 

j0,iiie ft j^$ ''^^ driven from it by the Arabs; but its va 
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nous apartments were still entire, and afforded 
an excellent asylum for a traveller. This deep 
solitude had an exceeding and awful beauty ;— 
the palms, the loftiest I ever saw, rose move^ 
less, and the gu'den and grove were desolate 
and neglected ; the fountain in the latter was 
now useless, and the channel of the rivulet that 
ran through the valley was quite dry ; the walls 
were in ruins, and the olive, the poplar, and 
other trees, grew in wild luxuriance. Some old 
books of devotion were yet left behind within. 
Having chosen an apartment in the upper story, 
which opened into the corridor, and had been 
one of the cells of the exiled fathers, we took 
possession of it at night, kindled a fire on a 
large stone in a comer, and made a good sup- 
per of the rude provisions we had. There 
needed no spirit of romance in order to enjoy 
the situation exquisitely; few ideal pictures 
ever equalled the strangeness and savageness of 
this forsaken sanctuary in the retreats of Sinai. 
A quantity of dry shrubs had been spread on 
the floor for our bed, but it was impossible to 
sleep yet, as the moon had risen on the valley, 
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and one of the Arabs went to anotfaer jart of 

tiiA t *® corridor and played his nide guitar for our 

'* ,^is: amusement. But still we slqit soundly that 

-'^^ # nig*»t after our fatigues, and were called, long 

'^ ^^ before sunrise next mommg, by the Arabs, to 

.n *«1 8^ ascend St Catherine's. The path was almost 

..t r '^J»*^ always steep, sometimes even piwcipitous, and 

' '^^^^^"'^ kn > consisted of loose stones which gave way under 

,y^^ ^g f^^ rphe wind was extremely cold: the 

I jr^ ot^ ^ ^^^jg, j^^jg ^^j^ ^^^ cramped by it With 

^r j l**^""^. great pleasure we reached a well of water dead- 

*tr^ ?** ly cold, beneath a perpendicular precipice, 
-arriu^^ j where it was never visited by the sun. After 

> rhc crf^' ^. resting awhile, we again ascended, always 
f the ^^ L. amidst rocks of vast height, of the most grand 
, rrA\U 1*^ .^ and imposing forms, till we reached the sum- 
,^r, »o^ •'^^ < mit, which was a very small peak, not above 
rovi^*^ ** , fifty feet in circumference. The wind here was 
r nya^^^ ^ - i- ^ ^^^ ^^ subtile, that it seemed to pierce 

-"^ *** V St Catherine's, supposed by some to be 



jjj tie '^^ Mount Horeb, is the highest mountain in all 

1^ tti jf Ae region around ;' but from its summit, as 

- ^1 it ^ J. far as the eye could reach, nothing was to be 
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seen on every side but ranges of naked moun- 
tains succeeding each other like waves of the 
sea. Between these rocky chains there are, in 
general, only ravines or narrow valleys. We 
at last began to descend, and with great plea- 
sure reached the well again; and having climb- 
ed to the ledge of rock beneath which it 
stood, we kindled a fire and boiled some cof- 
fee, which drank like nectar; the cold was 
quickly banished from our frames, and we got 
into excellent spirits. Were my fancy stored 
with eastern imagery, I should exhaust it all in | j 
praise of this most excellent beverage, which 
is the real amulet and never-failing resource 
amidst fatigues and all sorts of hardships and 
privations. 

We now descended to the desolate moiias- | rifj 
tery in the glen, and taking each an Arab pipe, 
solaced ourselves in, the abodes of the fathers, 
till the sultry heat was passed, and then pro- I % 
ceeded for about two hours till we came to the I tke j 
celebrated rock of Meribah. It still bears | iliat 
striking evidence of the miracle about it, and is 
quite isolated in the midst of a narrow valley, 
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< ^xcrii^^ ^ ^ dicj bdiend it to be a^&smed nrh^ a p ftHir i li a r 
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., J oe^"**^. . mue: The loct is cf a bemnzful BoasMy and 

I '] <orts ^ IS about fire jmid& l<»gy fire in haghi, and four 

. yards wide: 

J to ^ ^°^ ;; "^^ narrow TaDej soon opened into a plain, 

uki^^^ i6 *^^P*J^ «f ^sontamng * l"ge number of people, 

he ab^ t ^^^^® **^^ probably stood, as well as around 

, t0^ ^ '^k, and in the valley, to receive the water 

un^^ <. that poured down. It b difficult to take that 

'j^ ** ' passage in Scripture literally, which says that 

zj^ ^ the water from the rock followed thciu in their 
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journeyings^ when it is considered that from the 
nature of the country, their course was after- 
wards <nrer rocky and rugged places and tracts 
of sand : to hare carried that water orer sbmy 
ascents and along dry and desert paths, whkb 
absorb all moisture, would have been an infi- 
nitely greater miracle than the bringiiig it at 
first out of the rock, or reproducing it in diffe- 
rent parts of their journeys. Perhaps the pas- 
sage may be intended to cmiTey the latter 
meaning. 

The two servants had been left behind in the 
convent, as Michel had been taken iU with a 
fever, and we were not aware that our Arab 
guides were disposed to act so treacherous a 
part — ^We had left the spot about an hour; it 
was after sunset, and we were not very far from 
the convent, and were congratulating ourselTes 
on being soon in our luxurious litde cells, and 
enjoying a good supper after our fatigues, wha 
we perceived some camels and dismounted Aiak 
standing at a small distance on the left ; ther 
had waited for us in this spot, and now calko 
loudly to us to stop. We disregarded this, and 
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*lvEP anmnadfic am: n. Gt 7>>«f^ o: T*kr^ 
Bednnnk. ^siiii wot -nwehi n. r.iinVrt*':. ar.>,v^ 
*iwm wert tfaxcE Sisiks- . trtir witi al. ja'Tiva 
▼Ml nMtrhlnck 0im«> and san7tr>. Oir of^tvr^ 

TjT^- ^^^ ^'°™ thfflT canrp. snmr df.}^ i5:<Anu t*** 
> "^ L^i;^ demand a contribiitinE of pTOA-ifaan> fr^-tni ;W 

I 

tiJ *^^ yjgc^ Arabs bemg enraged, «iiu aw«uv «i uur mm^ 

^rei^ cOOf j.^j^k abroad, lesolved to seize on, and detain u?^ tiU ii 

OUT luJ'*''^ .^ ransom was paid, or their demands oon\pli«^i 

ipper »*^ x^s0^^ ^ ^^ *^^ confusion of the cttptnro, inul tiu* 

cani^^^ ^leJ noise of so many speaking at onco, wo lun'dly 

m dis**^ jDflfJ '^^^ew what they would l>e at ; it waH vain U) uM 

in this ^P^Vj^ib them we were Inglcise, and at poaco whh tl»»'m \ 



^ the demand being 
^^♦Jiik^ they could not ooi 
. ft the ^ i skm from the superior convent at C^inv Tho 



.i-^J ^^ j-tftifi''^ they could not oomply with it vithout ^x^n^n^ 
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that we were friends of the Pacha of Egypt 
They lighted the matches of theu* musquets, 
and marched towards the convent, and, on ap- 
proaching the garden waQ, held a parley with 
two of the domestics on the top of it, and then 
proceeded beneath the high window, where, 
being much enraged, they were prepared for 
any. violence. After calling loudly for some 
time, one of the monks reluctantly appeared at 
the window, and held a brief conversation with 
them ; but it came to nothing. Had they known 
any thing of an escalade, with what joy would 
they have stormed the convent, and put every 
one to the sword I We were then conducted 
some distance down the valley, till we arrived 
at the place where the night was to be passed; 
it was bright moonlight, and, being very thinly 
clad, we felt the air extremely chill. 

Hassan, the chief, was a tall and noble-looking 
man, with eagle eyes, and teeth like the driven 
snow. He swore vehemently that he cared no- 
thing for the Sultan of Turkey, of England, or 
for Mahmoud Ali ; that no power should rescuf 
us out of his hands. Beside some low awl 
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ruined walls a fire was kindled, the party i 
assembled around it, and a cloak was laid 
the ground behind, where the three capti 
were to rest The fire was immensely lar 
and burnt fiercely, and threw its glare on t 
wild and dark features of the circle of Ara 
around it, who conversed with vivid animatio 
and with passionate gestures. They had tl 
civility to hand us a small cup of their coffee — 
poor exchange for the good supper we had lost 
If ever a day^s exertion deserved a bed of down 
it was the ascent of St. Catherine's ; but oui 
couch was the hard ground. I took a stone foi 
my pillow; my companions were little better 
off; but we were quite exhausted with fatigue, 
and imagination fled in vain to our luxurious 
httle chambers in the convent, with their soft 
cushions, and lamp already lighted, and the 
harmless monks gathering around. The cold 
wind awoke me in the night ; the Arabs were 
fast asleep around the glowing embers of their 
I - " fire, and, stepping cautiously over them, I got 
i^-^' . beside it, and never in my life enjoyed its 
warmth more. That night-scene was a fine sub- 
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ject for a painter : — the precipices that rose close 
at hand, on which the moonlight rested ; the 
sleeping figures of the Arabs round the fire be- 
neath, and the ruined walls beside; the wild 
and solemn character of the scenery, fitted be- 
yond all others to be a theatre for miracles, 
would have made an assemblage of objects but 
seldom beheld together. 

The next morning, before sunrise, they were 
ready to depart for their camp, two or three 
days' journey distant. We made known to 
Hassan our uncertainty and apprehension of 
what would be their behaviour to us, when the 
chief lifted his right hand to Heaven, and swore 
by Allah we should suffer no injury while in his 
power: an oath which is seldom violated hy 
them. Being all mounted on camels, we set 
off; towards evening we proceeded at a brisk 
trot, and entered the wilderness of Paran. The 
gun was setting, and we passed, at no great dis- 
tance. Mount Paran : its form was most singu- 
lar, yet indescribably grand ; it had three sharp 
and pointed summits, and its side towards the 
wilderness was formed of perpendicular preci- 
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pices of rock ; between its three summits, wh 
rose like towers, were cast the declining bea 
of the sun. It brought to mind the fine p 
sage in the Prophet, " The glory of God shin^ 
from Mount Paran,'' &c. 
..- The walk of the camel is not disagreeabl 

. . but the trot at which we had lately advancec 
was no small inconvenience. Mr. W., who wa 
rather unaccustomed to riding, disliked it much; 
he lamented our misfortune the most of any cA 
the party ; and he had reason, since his career 
of doing good to the people round Sinai and 
Tor was put a stop to, his journals and papers 
left in the convent, and it was uncertain how 
long this captivity was to last. He was an ex- 
cellent young man, and full of zeal in the prose- 
cution of his object, but very unfit to meet with 
reverses of this kind, or to struggle nith e^-ils 
out of the path of his mission. He was our 
only interpreter with the Bedouins, as he had 
some knowledge of the Arabic language. 

The chief had given us reason to expect we 
should this night sleep under cover, and enjoy a 
comfortable meal, both of which we st'jod greatly 
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in need ctf ; but after travelling two or three 
hours after dark, and looking in vain for the 
light of some dwelling, we halted in the midst 
of the wilderness, where the sand was again to 
be our bed. Our supper consisted of some 
cake made of coarse flour and water, kneaded 
flat, and baked in the embers, and some coffee, 
without milk or sugar ; however, we partook of 
it sociably with our captors, and then lay down 
to rest near some high bushes, through which the 
cold wind whistled shrill during the lught. We 
set out long before sunrise next morning. The 
valley of Paran now became very narrow; the 
barriers of lofty rocks on each side approached 
each other closely ; among them were often seen 
veins of various and beautiful marble. The hosts 
of Israel are supposed to have marched from the 
Red Sea to Sinai by this route. After advanc- 
ing about three hours, we halted at a beautiful 
grove of palm-trees in the valley, in which was 
a spring of excellent water; some Arabs ^^ 
sided here, and we looked with anxiety for our 
breakfast. Of all modes of life upon earth, that 
of the Arabs possesses the fewest indulgences. 
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They |daoed on a rock a large piece of th 
cake kft the night before, for our breakfk 
which, being unleavened, was as heavy as 
and die Icmelj grove of palms, and the su 
sceneiy of the wiideniess, were insufficie 
diat moment to appease our veimtion ; fo 
pleasures of imagination, or the picture 
would all have been instantly bartered i 
good comfortable breakfast. 

We then proceeded, without halting, 
about four o'clock, when we came to a small 
cam|nnent of Arabs, who were the friends 
Hassan's tribe. It was interesting to see 
meeting of these friendly tribes in the des< 
^ < xi from their wandering habit of life, and their 1 

'^ quent and distant journeys, they seldom me< 

.}-. but when they do, the pressing of the hand 

^A,., the heart, the kiss on the cheek, the passiom 

exclamations and gestures of joy, prove the si 
cerity and fervour of their feelings. The 
Arabs insisted on our staying all night wit 
them : we were very happy to hear this, as 
was yet some hours ere sunset, and the journc^ 
of (he day had been long enough. The cam] 
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consisted of ten tents ranged in aline; in one 
of these we were all accommodated. Our enter- 
tainers killed a goat for supper by way of a 
feast ; it was boiled, as all their meat . is, and 
served up, cut into large pieces, on dishes of 
wood ; we had to help ourselves with our fin- 
gers : there were also thin cakes of bread, and a 
dish of melted butter to dip them in. This 
mountain-goat was eaten with great relish, and 
coffee was afterwards served round, with pipes. 
The Arabs appeared to enjoy themselves very 
much, and passed a long time in conversation ; 
but as night drew on, they all dropped off one 
after another, and left us in possession of the 
tent, in common with a number of goats, who 
inhabited the further part. In the middle of 
the night, I was awoke by something moving 
near me, and, putting out my hand, laid hold of 
a huge black goat, who probably considering his 
territory invaded, had come to reconnoitre the 
intruders : he then went and trampled over W. 
who was buried in a profound sleep, and whom 
the dim light from the desert scarcely allowed 
to distinguish what kind of being molested him: 
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cnud «cxrcer\ a&trc u iiMt-. Uk 4:r()iC 

Our iB T vamh a tlu^ tiiiK werr r\niu: sft]o-)\ 
md luKimaufii\ it ^ir omiveiit. FTxnro ^Kft^ 
qinte it faonie, and use faih meals Tt\ poacr mm) 
good wilL atduHipiu heme it Cathnlu.« far r<^)d 
JwU htxJtt CfanfiQan ftJlawWhip with such faoib 
diesswthe G^Bek^; hawe\t»T, he took p»>»rssioiH 
of hk musier s rocmu rfposed cm thr cushutrws 
and fiBQg liis Gnemnm liTnms irith much <yvKs 
fcrL Michel -wms iD cf Ji fevcn aiwJ inq'ili^wv^ 
Fimoo to take a camel and fiiUov and at torn 
us dunng our captiritT ; but he jihnink a5 the 
idea of being in the hands of such lamlt^sj^ i<l<>U* 
ters, ^(iiere his outward man would Ix* fiinush<>d^ 
-t h^"^ and the inna- one sorely buffeted ajid tri<Hi. 
; . ^rt-- The good fathers had wept at our cjipturo^ avKl 

; - ; ^ ^ protested their inability to affowl tho m«*11<^>< 

..haR^-*''" alienation. During the whole of the <Uy thiit 
rf^^ fdlowed it, the oonTent was assailed by * i'tv <>f 



.«j tH'P?'' musquetry from a number of Arabs whii h ivn 

:.^ni^^^ ^red it unsafe to walk in the a>rridor or Mn 

ft sc«^ out of the apartments. This affoixU «in iUuM vi\ 
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tion of the memorable print kept in the convents 
of Sinai and Cairo, which is given to all pilgrims 
to carry to their homes, and of which several 
were presented to us. In this print is a lofty 
and vivid representation of Mount Sinai, rising 
up like a huge tower : Moses is seen toiling up 
the steep, with a long beard and staff, and 
nearly arrived at the top ; beneath is the con- 
vent of Mount Sinai, out of the window of which 
is pushed the bald head of a monk, who is en^ 
gaged in reheving =4he wants of the wicked 
Arabs, who, drawing their bows, cover the 
sands below ; the arrows are seen flying and 
the loaves of bread falling at the same moment : 
the rock of Meribah, though some distance off, 
is brought in sight, and the water gushing forth. 
In the background, although near two hundred 
miles ojff, is seen the passage of the Red Sea by 
the Eg3rptians ; and Pharaoh, who leads them 
on, is shown sinking in his chariot, to hasten 
which catastrophe, Moses, who stands on the 
shore, has just aimed a tremendous blow at him 
with a cudgel. 

Few pilgrims, however, approach Mount 



it, EiST. MONKS OF MOUNT SINAI. 

.ent in dears Sinai now; and that intercourse with their 

nven lDiD|ilp: low-creatures, which the resort to the com 

iJ of wkiA *^ formerly afforded the fathers, they are now 

'lis MBilis«i^' most entirely deprived of. The chief pari 

Mount SfiBL^ ^6 ^7 ^^y <^^ ^^^ up ^ their cells or wi 

IS seatofc- ing in the garden, and at evening they are to 

^,^^rA attl srf* ®^^ seated on benches before the doors of tl 

i^j^^'^k^ apartments; each, when the weather is a 

. , ^gij^iii^ ^th his little pot of charcoal burning bef 

eir bo«, «« ' 

at the a**** 
,* some (ii**'* 

Us ^'^. 
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LETTER XI. 
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ARABIA. 

At an early hour on the following day, we 

quitted this Arab camp. The wilderness 

through which we travelled, afforded a variety I ^ 

of romantic scenes. In a few hours we came | ^' 

to a long and steep defile, and soon afterwards 

reached a well, the only one in the surrounding 

region : it was in the sand, and a flight of steps 

descended to it. The Arabs stopped to give 

their camels water here, and said we should soon 

be at their camp. It was near mid-day when 

we arrived at it. It consisted of fourteen tents 

ranged in a line, the chiers being at the end ; 

he gave us the tent adjoining his own, and we I H^ 

took possession of our new abode. All these I C 

tents had only three sides, were flat at top, and j iig ( 
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AftAB CAMP. 
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quite opea in fraaL Each onnUinpd a fiuuly, 
by whom these wanderets wwe received witfc 
joy ; indeed tliey aeoned to fed tbat they were 
now at their own hanie and tlieir own Arediald. 
But such a home as that Aiab camp was, has 
probably been but rardy seen: it was a pofect 
n ^1 prison of natiue, and stood in the midst of a 

naked valley <tf white sand, about thi^ hun- 
dred yards broad and a mile in length, and was 
inddsed on every side by black and lolty prod- 
^. pei'"^ -^ pices: we had entered it by a winding and 
,a:..p ^ narrow defile, and it appeared to have no out- 

J affun»i ' let It was usdess for our captors to keep a 
[^ 3 fe* ^'^ strict eye over our .motions, as they had hither- 
/ .. and ** to done, for every attempt at escape would 

' lOtin*^^^^ have been in vain. They gave us some bread 
.] anJ* - and dates for dinner, and we then strove to 

^|j<st«)[r' amuse ourselves as well as we could. But so 
J jaid^f^^ destitute was this [dace of all resources, either 
oetf ^-'^ ^^^ ^ imagination or the sen8e3, and so dreary 
, J (i f^^ ^M its aspect, that our spirits sank involun- 
, „ being*^ ^ tarily, a^d the hours passed most heavily along. 
. ^ hjjO*^^ Could the eye but have rested on one cheer- 

Jioik ^°g object, a spot of verdture or shade, even a 

ir ne^ ^ ., 

^kif^^' VOL. I. R 
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lonely, palm-tree, tliere would have been some- 
thing to have solaced our tadium ; but from 
morning till night nothing was to be seen but 
the precipices and the bright sand, on which 
the sun glared so fiercely, that it was often pwn- 
ful to gaze upon. 

The other sheiks now parted from Hassan, 
and went to their homes. In the evening we 
sat round the fire at the door of our tent, drank 
coffee, and smoked a pipe to pass the time ; and 
the Arabs sometimes joined us. The hatred 
these people bear to the monks is excessive; 
they made use of every oath in their language 
when abusing them, and a chief took a piece of 
brown bread from his vest and held it up—" Is. 
this good," said he, " for us to eat, while in the 
convent they have it so white ?" The sons of 
devils and of perdition, they declared, should 
not be feasting within their walls in that manner. 
Another cause of their hatred was the Book of 
Might, which they protested and believed the 
priests kept in the convent, and buried it for the 
greater part of the year in the earth. They said 
this book had power, whenever it was opened and 
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1 HE E*5T- 

M htrt l«^' exposed to the aiF, to bring rain upon the earth, 

« L.. so that their hearts were made glad, and their 

1 - deserts refreshed. But the priests, out of the 

' 1 «»' nwJice they bore to the Arabs, kept it in ge- 

^. neral buried deep; in consequence, they were 
seldom blessed with any rain. 
The ignorance of these Bedouins was very 

. ^ great ; they professed to be Mohammedans, but 
they never made use of prayer, nor was the 
least appearance of devotion ever observable 

^ ^^ rti-w? amongst them. Even in this secluded spot, so 

^^^^ ^ mveterate is the force of habit, that the Arab 

^ ^^^^ ' wf women, whenever they made their appearance, 

<^^ , ■ bad their faces closely veiled. Hassan had two 

a ^^ wives, Amra and M irrha, the one young and 

>t a^ tlie other elderly, and we often heard their 

>rU5^^ voices in the adjoining tent; sometimes they 

J ^W^' appeared to be in altercation, from the shrill and 

they "''^ scolding tone of the senior bride. 

eir^^^ - To vary the scene, I sometimes climbed up 

ugtr^^ the rocks, and sat for hours, but the view was 

^^>stei •^ ... bounded by the narrow glen beneath, and the 

. jud'^ precipices above, behind which the sun sank at 

. the ^ . *J^ early hour ; and when the gloom of evening 
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fell, and the «ir became chill, we were ^ad to 
assemble in our tent round a fire. It is said that 
men in a state of extreme hunger oftm dream 
of banquets and tables of luxury :— the imagi- 
nation was here perpetually wandering to scenes 
of verditte and loveliness ; often Cnisoe^s Icmely 
idand floated before me, and groves of orange- 
trees, sweet fountains, and banks c^ perfume, j 
became almost embodied in this scene of desola- 
tion. There was no water nearer to the camp 
than the well at which we stopped on our ap- 
proach, and the camels were sent thither eveiy 
day. No situation could be better adapted to 
the Bedouins than this : it was scarcely possible 
for a stranger to discover it, and it was still more 
difficult to attack it. Yet their condition pos- 
sessed few things to attach them to it, save its 
unbounded liberty: surrounded by lands of 
despotism, they were beyond the reach of power 
or pursuit, and might truly call these wild and 
waste regions their own. 

In appetmnce these men were %ht and ac- 
tive, though very slender, «nd had all of them 
expressive dark eyes and beautiful teeth. The 
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M m i»n ^^, ^^^,_ 
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X x'Jl «e «R!^ quantity of Ibod diej ffm°'— *^ vat eiAJLiHiiily 

^r-vi 1^ l^i^ small, fittk dae dun canse cake baked m the 

...A huDpr <*t- eabm, and a Bttfe cxJee twice andaj. Tliey 

^. J luiuir:-*' ^ere not vefy cleanly in tlieir way of eadng ; 

for dior {aTomite dish, of wliidi tiiey iBrited na 

oftdCi^* topartake,oonas(edof anoBBfaerof waimcakesy 

^^ sod gn"^'^ bitten up into a large wooden ^esad; aquantity 

- ani^'^ of wann water was thai poured on tlieni, and, 

-1 inthiss^^^ some fat bdng also nnxed, the whole waastiRed 

vatern^*'^ well with the hand ; and then the Arabs fanned 

. 1 ^ st(^^^' ^ ^ dicie round the dish, and plunged didr 

, ^^ 9cst toiD^ dark hands promiscuously into it. Afbo* they 

.1 ^ \fj6fi^' had devoured about half the contents, they rose, 

• it ftf ^^ ^^ another circle took their place and finished 

'taoi^^ them. One evening, however, they killed a 

A^ (jjf^^ goat, which they procured from the mountains, 

, X|^ toi^^ for our supper, and we formed in a large party 

' ^^jeibj'^ about it; and though the pieces of meat and 

1 ^j^^f ^^^^ into which the poor animal was dissected, 

^ ^ w.(Jl** were by no means dghtly or delicate, the whole 

r^ was devoured without ceremony. 

^ ^ ^^^^ "^^ P^P^® appeared 



1^^ J Ui'^^ ^^ ^^ amicable terms with each other, as if 



tii^' j^ ^ ' they formed but one large family. But the 
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silence of the camp was very oppressive, the 
human voice was not often heard, and the tread 
of the foot was scarcely distinguiidiable on the 
soft sand. The women sometimes passed the 
door of our abode, but they dared not stop even 
to gaze. One evening, as we were sitting in 
the tent and engaged in conversation, the cur- 
tain of Hassan^s tent was slowly lifted up be- 
hind, and a dark hand, the wrist loaded with 
massive bracelets of silver and horn, made its 
appearance, and, soon after, the countenance of 
the young wife of Hassan. The girl gazed 
earnestly at the Christians, of whose nation she 
had probably never seen one before, and then 
pointed expressively to her eyes, and waved her 
hand to and fro : she imagined, no doubt, we 
were hakims or physicians, as the Arabs think 
every Christian is ; and her eyes had been evi- 
dently injured, perhaps by the glare of the sun- 
beams on the sands. Mr. C. however, who had 
some knowledge of medicine, shook his head at 
the idea of meddling with the eyes of an Arab 
beauty ; she looked very disappointed, but, the 
voice of Hassan being heard at no great disr 
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ne cmtflA was '"'*— "i Uiti|J|Mi> maa. 
iit &affeand. Sereni tSBCs dib iMernew 
lis icpeafted: one or tvo puts of our diess 
attncled ker cjiU c me cunosftT, pHticubutW die 
fiiD of m diiit, which die puDed towvds her 
daik eje» and eTimmpd mmutelT, and spoke 
esmesdj in a lone ofmtieaty> and thinking il 
was leuMwe ahie, strove to retain il; but the 
cbkf was at a distanrp on these occasioDs^ or 
else his jeakxisy would have been excited. 

Of aD the evils that ever befSd mankind, the 
confusion of tongues was surely one of the 
worst: it would have been a luxury to have 
been able to hold converse with this poor Arab 
bride, whose knowledge of the world was pro- 
bably bounded by the rocks around the solitary 
«icampment. But our companion's knowledge 
of Arabic was of little use on this occasion, as 
he stood in that singular apprehension of wo- 
men, or of the' consequences resulting from tlieir 
presence here, that, the moment the girl put her 
head into the tent, he fled over the sand as if 
pursued by a wild beast. 

But our captivity was soon to be put an end 
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• to, and that by a singular and unexpected cir- 
cumstance. In passing through Suez, we had 
an audience of the governor, and Ibrahim, a 
young Arab chief, had seen that we were cour- 
teously received : he was unwell, and begged 
some medicine, which Mr. C. gave him, and it 
proved of great benefit. One day, Mr. W. had 
strolled to the other end of the camp, and was 
astonished to meet with Ibrahim, who, travel- 
ling through the desert, had chanced to stop 
for a short time at this, spot. The young man 
instantly inquired what could possibly have 
brought us there, and Mr. W. informed him of 
all the circumstances of our detention, at which 
he expressed great indignation, and the other 
offered him a present of some money on our 
joint account, if he would endeavour to procure 
our liberation. The prospect of the reward, 
and the gratitude which he really felt for the 
kindness shown him at Suez, conspired to induce 
him to U9e every effort to this end. He mounted 
his camel, and, though it was night, instantly 
rode off to the residence of his brother Sal^h, 
who was the superior chief in the whole terri- 



ASfiKSSLT or ftS^3 T-iCt:. -iS 

kry. Eviy tbe h^tt .— il. c. TaMs. «;tt-s i 
ccnpny witn Ilmn^B - xn lAi — "? *^ •'^r 
to tile amuBu Jne ovts a te' -f-T^fc i 'OK 
day, iboTe dnity ^^eki i«o irrrrii a t* 

h in InOsHtBl <vie. . 
WW, nd theg 

Thar c 

ray in^reatiiie to see dHm 5i i jml M > -ar^ 
code OR t^ mni. ■4»-t«ni"ir 'n '^^ 9ir,;Kr3 r^ 
on BioitiaD; b^bv i^ -hem -mt^K ▼•■Twaahie 
men, widi bag beards 'iK^reauinic on riMor 
breast Tbe fcp u ae mnecmt^ p"* wanOr 
and «a» acaHapHiiecl with *ehc3iieiit acniio. 
SalSi, who waa » nm of nild and di^rniS^ 
s^iectt had great oifinaice nver diem : ti' *a* 
ein[doyed and tnuted m mme oceamn* by 
MahiDoiid Afi, md was mol-red we »trniM be 
set at tibetty ; and aH the ctnef-t, eu«pt Ae 
tribe of Tlaff qm^ aecnoded his opinion. " ■ 
know weH," md SalSi, " that tbe En^ish are 
fiiToured by tbe Paclia ; their consul is bis 
friend ; and when be beMS that you have taken 
some of thi« natioD prisooers, be will send Turk- 
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I soldiers to attack your camp, and either put 
>u to death, or carry you and your families 
ptives to Cairo.^ This chief spoke litde, but 
emed to listen attentively to the debates of the 
hers, several of whom sometimes spoke at once 
a loud tone of voiee, while at other times the 
hole listened with deep attention to the dis- 
burse of one of their number. During the heat 
' the day they assembled in a large tent, and 
^rmed two long rows, at the head of which one 
r the sheiks presided. For a long time Hassan 
ad his people sullenly refused to consent to set 
s free ; and it was not till the evening of the 
3cond day that they were obliged to accede, 
ad we were informed that on the following 
lorning we were to depart. It was delightful 
ews to us. The sheiks seated themselves at 
le door of our' tent at night, and we sipped our I 
)ifee, smoked, and conversed in good fellow- 
lip. The chiefs then mounted their camels, 
id departed. Ibrahim, our friend, lingered 
?hind the others. The scene was now entirely 
langed, and we felt how much sweeter it is to 
ive a little power than to be subject to that of 




ahavoim vi -^ iuiifwiap ci^i vt iisr. "tut aam- 



-l: Cjctt vri hi* c^"^ 
cameU »d aowe </ lut yex.n^ Wt; had sa 
travelled mamt bonn «Tt «e arriTcc at a wm « 
two of a bitnd «f ti* ciit^s- »3ii) witcmi ■«pi- 
were to paw the m^t. Havitg n^ped. <«» « 
two songs woe Eui^ by the Arabs, and dK- 
evening paaeed pleaaantlr- 

Fraoco had now joined us ; and beai^ rdW- 
ed from all his fears, besides faeiiig refnedttxl 
by a good supper, commenced his Gomwn 
psalmody with great feriovir, but was soon com- 
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pelted to stop by the Arabs, who never could 
abide the music of his voice. 

It was useless now to think of letuniii^ to 
Mount Sinai, as we must have letiaoed our 
steps; so we resolved to proceed direct to Cairo. 
These Arabs sell their camels occasionally, and 
purdiase com and coffee at a cheap rate in 
Egypt By their use of the brandy and sugar 
in our possessicm whesa they met with us, it 
a[^peared they would consume Uioee arddes 
with avidity, could they have them; but tea 
they disliked extremely. The camel of Hassan 
was a fine animal, much superior to any of the 
others. One day that Hwtf»n was mounted on 
another camel, he was run off with over the de- 
sert at full speed, as far nearly as the eye could 
reach ; and though a very strong man, he could 
not stop the animal. The only way on these 
occasions is to pass the bridle tightly over the 
nose, which instantly arrests thdr speed. On 
all occasions where swiftness is required, the 
dromedary is used, and very finequently by the 
Tartar messengers, who will travel night ana 
day with incredible diligence. 





£r ctfl «iM^ wT 
tfaeAnfaiihot AoBboikMcM <mmiikltt$ 
m af fhlnck gun, mod Fnnco undeitNwl: U> m^^^ 
a aTomj stew of Aob; hut, to our jtw«*t ^ix* 
^Jpointmeiit, Aey had a flarour of carrkim WVii 
we were obUged to yidd them up U> F«>MH\\ 
who despatched them hoth with ctu^^JomUlo 
gotU. 

A good part of the next day wo imwinl \\\ iho 
small valley of Hirondel, covcn^d with MmU^\ 
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palm-tKes, amongst which, and on the sand, i 
number of locusts were flying about They 
were nearly as long as one*8 finger, T»y like a 
grasstM^per, and of a light red colour. BCchel 
joined us here with our effects fnxn the con- 
vent, having quite recovered firtMn his fever. 
The supmcH*, w4io had tutteily bewailed our 
misfcxtune, exclaiming *that no travellers would 
crane again to the ocmvent, if they woe thus 
exposed to the rapacity of the Arabs, had spent 
several hours in his chamber every day dining 
his illness, conversing with great avidity oH die 
affairs oi Greece. His sditude had not deaden- 
ed his interest in the concerns of the world, widi 
which he appeared to be well acquainted; and 
his manners showed that he had not always kd 
a monastic life. 

Departing for Suez, we fell in at night with 
a small caravan ; and, a number €f large fes 
being lighted, we passed the night together, and 
supped on a small deer or antelope, which bad 
been shot by one of the Arabs. 

The next day we met with a small party »■ 
turning from a pilgrimage to Mecca : they W 
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Thk B> a S«ii: iaoK of wnd. ri&ec <«: ^ 
\aA. %£ a cam^ vhii a «ec ck caci: ^aof . aiM 
is a TOT e»T and md^-M:?!!: mnac cc mr%\".hiic- 
HiifiTiiziL a^yiLii to bsve Ivfli rranfordi^ 
hmifielf ID die lm»Ii^ g viiikniess midi {oiiud^ 
den dm^s, as ive tlKnght he v«&^ railMr H}^^ ; 
but kt not Bodi a tim^ lie ligfadT WHe^vd 
against one rf Ae fntiifuL as it is certtinl v rnw* 
among tbem; tliaiigli we afterwards met wikI 
dined wiA a rich Islamite merchant, wh<\ if 
asked to drink wine, would be disjdcasicd at tho 
mention of such a liquor, denied even to tho 
Prophet, but, when it was presented to him a* 
rosolio, the name of a sweet cordial, ttx)k off a 
large bumper with great heartiness. 

In two days more we arrived at Suez, und 
again received a kind welcome fn)m tho (Con- 
sul ; and his good wine and dinner of K«i«t«»m 
dishes appeared uncommon luxuricM to uM| ttfU^f 
such extreme privation. It being low wiiU*r 
on our approaching Suez, wc hml Um\i*A \\w 
Red Sea on the camelV iMUtk^ al^^iii n m\\^ 
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above the town. The day after our capture by 
the Arabs, my servant had sent a camel from 
the convent to Cairo with intelligence of the 
circumstance ; and the Consul being at Alexan- 
dria, as also was the Pacha, his secretary in- 
formed the Kiaya Bey, the chief officer of the 
latter, of the circumstance, and an order was 
instantly sent to the governor of Suez to des- 
patch some of his troops to the Arab camp, to 
attack it and bring the Arabs prisoners, with 
ourselves, to Cairo. Our liberation, fortunate- 
ly, was too early for the execution of this or- 
der ; but the Arabs, who were eagle-eyed to 
discover all who pass on their deserts, wouI4 
probably have been aware in time of the ap- 
proach of the Turkish soldiers, and have struck 
their tents, mounted their camels, and fled with 
us into the heart of their deserts. The go- 
vernor of Suez sent his son to wait on us, and 
to inquire into all the particulars, that he might 
transmit them to Cairo. In the former audi- 
ence which he gave us, he had behaved very 
courteously; but the firmaun of the Grand 
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Seignior he threr on the sofa, and pressed that 
d Mihmoud Ali to his Up and forehead. We 
had fouad, indeed, in Upper Egypt the Sul- 
tan's passport to be so useless, that we ceased 
to produce it ; for some of the sheiks do not 
scruple to call him a great beast. This Aga 
was a hiuidsome and mild-looking man : he had 
ralj one wife, and no mistress ; and his son 
stood before him with his hands folded on his 
breast 

Leaving Suez, we travelled on some houis; 
and, after dark, saw the lights of a caravan, 
that had halted on the sand. We joined the 
travellers, and found the scene rather interest- 
ing. They were seated in various parties round 
fires scattered over the desert, around the em- 
bers of which they at last lay down to repose. 
On the tenth day after leaving the Arab tamp, 
we arrived at Cmro. Hassan, the chief, liad 
grown very fearful, during the last two days, 
of entering the city, and entreated us earnestly 
to intercede, that the Pacha's anger might not 
GJl upon him, as he knew well, he would tiiijik 
VOL. I. a 
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s little of taking off his and his people's heads, 
iS of taking a pinch of snuff. However, we 
took care that no harm happened to him, and 
parted from the chief, after all, with some- 
thing like regret ; for the deserts had made us 
intimate. We made him a present— a poor sub- 
stitute for the ransom he had expected ; and 
he went back again to his desolate valley. The 
transition from thence to our spacious apart- 
ment, garden, and fountain at Cairo, was very 

agreeable. 

We had not the opportunity of making the 
tour of the whole of the region of Sinai, yet 
we traversed three sides of the mountain, and 
found it everywhere shut in by narrow Mr 
vines, except on the north, in which direction 
we had first approached it. Here there is, as 
before observed, a vaUey of some extent, and a 
small plain, in the midst of which is a rocky 
hill. These appear to be the only open places 
in which the Israelites could have stood before 
the mount, because on the fourth side, though 
unvisited, we could observe from the summit, 




Ab em iliwiyi TkO^ im the 

dif |MUiet tiBKi, It -WK iiiynwiiiii iot « 
nerois a peopie to KBvse Imibb sutmied wh 
M,€smstKKt, wnvMJf^ JB liuBST £nvi[ir; die mm 

of Vcfls is flO IMhTI^ JBd in <a»ti^aiy «o s 



Haiii^ Imed a rmngJM.^ we paited fpon ) 
W. and vent; dofwn die Nik to Aiexandm. 
With some eooentridties, aiisii^ fipQiii ignonai 
of the wovld, be was an amiable and eitce 
lent man. To bis knowledge of Aiabk chied^ 
were we indebted for our own liboatkni f ro« 
the deaeits. Mr. C. took passage for Eng- 
land. My stay at Alexandria was rendered 
more pleasant by the hospitality and attentions 
o[ Mr. Lee, the Consul, which every traveller 
experiences in an eminent degree. Christmas- 
day was celebrated at his house by a largo 
party and an excellent entertainment, and it 
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pawed most agreeably. Yet the weathsr tA 
8o chill in the afternoon, it bdng Januaiy, diat 
we were glad to assemble romid the fiie. Is- 
tending to proceed to Palestine and Sjiis, I 
engaged a passage in a vessel of the btter oomi- 
try bound to Saide. , 
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Wg ls& AlenodTTx. was x 3ir 'irtaa:, ^m^ 
Ae pTM^Bct of » -^eetiy j»ni^ ; d»e vuyagi 
to Saide bang often rM mip ii-ti tti in tfanw ilav». 
But m die scraid Jav the wind tweaoh: ai>t!rse> 
and we woe mmpelliid Id driyK up and down 
dF die EgyptinQ. coKBt, as if wc were oevev M 
)oK ^it (f h. The captain haJ bet:ri utiptt- 
soned some days at Alexandna tur schsk u&ut,'«; 
and as die Teaad could not procewl without luu'i 
I intnceded with the CtnsuU aoi pivtui\'^l htM 
liberty. He was grateful for this, aini ^ttw HW 
die best accommodatioos in the shtjH whlt'ti vih* 
DO miaU advantage, as there were wwih) i>tlt^'* 
paesengers on board. On the flwtr t>f tl»t> l^'''" 
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ness; he was a very well-informed man, and 
was intimately known to Lady Hester Stanhope. 
His chief desire, and the only object of his voy- 
age, was to go to Palestine to die, which was 
very soon accomplished, as he lived* but a few 
days after our arrival. He had travelled, aod 
was well versed in the Scriptures, and all the 
traditions of his people ; and rehited with great 
pleasure how he had foiled in a public argument 
in Egypt a missionary who was sent for the con- 
version of his brethren. The calms and baffling 
winds annoyed us exceedingly: the Jew bore 
them patiently, but not equally so with a Turk, 
who had laid his carpet on the deck, on which 
he continued seated nearly all the day, and 
stretched by night ; his pipe in his hand, some 
very coarse provisions for his food, and those 
used very sparingly. He regarded the vicissi- 
tudes of the weather with perfect tranquillity, 
only uttering occasionally, " The will of God be 
done r Had the vessel gone to pieces, he would 
have shown, probably, neither surprise nor de- 
spair. On the tenth day, however, we were 
cheered by the sight of Mount Carmel, and 









Bn^ MWBT.. -wjO. tie vnvnBo- - lunMc tft: th: 
<■£. ITigH iML iKEi ■ r.aiiiuii: mr-c^ir ii i 
mimt icnmWK ol -tit; -cuk ic r,Bntti> ^ itir t: 

Radu .rf JxETct. HUL "WB* Kii» mi" i, hjatr -ri; 
mina- Titt iwir «uma?^ tcibs: win jftuno.-vt t 
«;» iPTyHTuw iw ^mniiinitiiif ininu. in\i. -u ^"v^ 
am wm^nfci a smuL ii:iuw i -ru 3,'*i."X"nfinrK 
•fca* ht gmt ott a jwr^aii TCin<co.-ir>. ln '*i*p- ■* 
niT dw«Brm§, mbA a wnsoiflartl -*'.NM!i;;i.i,w- tv-K- 
hb lUMnt and <lei^fe.ofjJi «mxwa(. »£««• V- **s 
Ind of die vikob- donuin. H^ >x<v^v«>t i".- 
»p"tn>eiit»; ihe dart UlctKit «>t**tin.-A«t Ux « 
crazy flight of stairs into a sitwU t^tiwn wnl 
liee^ag apaitmeiit, with a larjp- i>)hii witwlttw 
that looked over the kIkJo b«v. After » kntK 
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delay he produced a repast, consisting of eggs, 
cheese, and some tolerable wine. On the wall 
the names of two travellers were pencilled, who 
had lodged in this apartment, a Mr. Hyde, 
whose joumeyings have been very extensive, and 
another Englishman. The old priest and Michel 
discussed their wine below in the evening very 
sociably : the former was full of some news 
lately arrived from Italy ; of the Pope having 
had a long and particular. conference with St 
Peter, and of the wonderful revelations the 
apostle had made. In the night it blew very 
hard, and the rain and wind sadly invaded the 
privacy of the father's chamber. 

We were obliged to go very early in the 
morning to the governor's secretary, to procure 
a passport for Acre. The Turk had just risen 
from his slumbers, and seemed much out of hu- 
mour and uncomfortable, as the air was chill, 
and he had not had his cup of coffee. We at 
last left Caifa, remarkable for nothing but the 
beauty of many of tlie children in the streets; 
and proceeded towards Acre. The whole of the 
route is over the sandy beach, and it was crossed 
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«1»^—V IWwii THtipTHf -tnft Tm»-Ta- -« 



, with Mr. A. the i m if ■ f '-g fy"'' fcr ^M75aL tvt 

-~^ *^ newly innxd ben yi^gw^ aui nnr <{ud n>ivl- 

'-~^' lii^ mnpunon, Mr. W. 



The next momiie in coccpaiiT vith Mjt. W. 



,.. J merdunt at Alejqjo, ve left Acre for 

rr.^' ,' Tyre. The way led for some distance over the 

J ietiBW fioe and extoisve plain, at the end of wiiiih ilic 

:\c, ■* 1 townissituated; it wasvariedTas weiliviv iictirt'v 

i> CP . ^ the hills, by two ot three chateaux uf Tiirkisli 

:■>;<? f" - gmtlemen amidst the treea ; and alwiil miil-iiay 

v,:jii««'" we halted ata rivulet, and made a pk-iiHiinl n<- 

Vfre- , P*^*- The merchant was a very niiiiniiriiiU" 
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but agreeable fellow, and, being a native of 
Aleppo, spoke Arabic and Turkish beautifully. 
We soon ascended a lofty hill, over which the 
path is exceedingly delightful and commanding. 
The plain of Acre was behind, and Tyre visi- 
ble on the shore a considerable distance in ad- 
vance ; and the bold and craggy cliffs we were 
ascending repaid the toil of the way. 

Towards evening we came to a small and 
lonely khan, and resolved to make it our lodg- 
ing for the night. Some Syrian peasants gar- 
thered round, and we took our evening meal 
under the rude corridor, while the moon shone ] 
splendidly on the bay and shore, close to which ^ 
the khan stood. Such moments as these are I ^ 
full of vivid enjoyment. Before daybreak we j 
quitted this spot, and in a few hours arrived at jj 

Tyre. ^ 

This town, by no means so desolate as it has j^j 

been sometimes represented, contains nearly ^f 

two thousand inhabitants, and is surrounded I of 

by a wall. We put up at the Catholic con- I ^f 

vent, if it deserves the name,— some wretched ff, 

small apartments in the sides of a court. In {\^. 
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Oil iiimii, tlii Tafr— fiMnw^rf- i» w 
"fl iMchm it i1k dmnx. ^meb i^ open to 

the 

Tttitii^ tfpo <■- llBBee fiilii i we 
vdoone ivilk a p^ a caq» «f crffee, or odur 
diioL JIk idaid <m vfakh the aadem cky 
stood, has <if CMMBK la^ anoe difiappened. 

The next wMMug i^e wt tml f iff Sidon ; the 
weadier vas beandfiil, asad wt enjoyed aa 
agieeaUe ride. Thos town k Tery pleaaantly 
sitiimted, and fiurrounded i^ith lidb gM<i*n>f- 
We took up our abode in anae ^nrtments be- 
longing to dbe Fvendi oonsul, with naked walls 
and floor: — the tEETeller here, as thioughout 
the East, must bring his own utensils aii^i bed- 
ding with him ; but fiUigue and novdty sweet- 
en all things. In the evening we paid a visit 
to a merehanfs £umly of Sidon; and some 
sweet Ori^tal dishes, fH^^Hued by the lady 
of the house, with some excellent wine, were 
served up. The gaid^is of Sidon were full of 
fruit, and the cottages of the peasants stood in 
the midst of them. 
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At about an hour and a halTs ride Ax)m the 
town is the residence of Lady Hester Stan- 
hope. It is flituated on the top of a hill, and 
called Marilius, from the convent of that name 
that formerly stood there, and out of part of 
which, with her own additions, she has con- 
structed her present mansion. There are few 
trees round it, and it is very exposed : in the 
back-ground are ranges of barren hills; the 
prospect beneath, of the gardens of Sidon and 
the bay, is magnificent. Having two letters of 
introduction to her ladyship, one from an inti- 
mate friend, I made sure of an interview; but, 
as ill-luck would have it, my servant in his 
haste left this letter in the apartment at Sidon, 
and the one which was presented would not 
avail me. In the small room where I was in- 
troduced was suspended an immense Arab 
lance. In a short time, the only English in« 
mate, Miss W. brought a polite apology from 
her ladyship, intimating that she regretted she I ^ 
could not break her invariable rule not to see I ^ 
English travellers. Having afterwards under- I j^ 
stood from the consul that I possessed her I ^^ 



tAWK BISnx flrJL*M»»t 



Tte uJi.wil»»y I iiiwM ■» lo«gw pw^ 
iOBesdiedn^aBddlii^ric sfirit wUcK ktl 
her U> Pabajra aad oAcT pafloufr parts of 4i» 
East £k is nam bmMF tot; iwrrouiv and 
has for ffloe rime pul grat bilh in natrrili«s, 
and the |)nidiictiaDs of a renoable Arabtan, 
who passes fir an astniager or m ^ic ia n, and 
often Tints MariHus. Her habits of fife hare 
long been not to redie to rest till Sve in the 
nmning, and to tise at two in the afternoon, 
and eat scarcely any animal fiaod; hut her 
house contains a good st<»e at choice wines, 
and the various eooserves of the Sast. AU 
thou^ she ats oa the floor, and eats with her 
fingers, her visitor is indulged with a table, 
knife and fork, and a variety of dishes. Her 
houseb<dd consists <^ three-and>twenty Arab 
servants of both sexes, as her Englikh oncB 
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have long since been dismissed. She scaitely 
ever rides now, although she has a stud of 
twelve iSne Arabian horses. In coovewatioD, 
as a friend of hers, who several times visited 
her, assured me, she is very agreeable ; but it 
must be during the witching hours of night, 
when her ladyship loves most to converse. 
Arabic she speaks pretty well, and with the 
natives and manners of the East she is of course 
thcH-oughly acquainted. Among Turkish wo- 
men, she says, she has met many admint 
ble and attractive characters, but among the 
Gj«eks not a single one. Woe be to the wo- 
man of her own nation,, who should reside for 
a short time at Marilius ! she must expect to 
submit to ail the seclusion of the land, as, if 
any sheik or Turk comes to the house, she 
must not only shun his presence, but be sure 
not to let a glimpse of her face be seen : no in- 
fringement on Eastern etiquette can ever be al- 
lowed there. l c 
The influence this lady has over the sur- I |j 
rounding pachas and governors is truly an- I ^^ 
gular. A merchant of my acquaintance fww | f^ 



LADY HESTER STANHOPE. 



J, as fiwWBiifl 

. -^ ^ix Smyrna was returning from Damascus to 

* ^^ y J, rout with some camel loads of silk : they ^ 

, altwwgn stopped in the way by the Pacha of Acre, ^ 

jXHan ^^ . ^ intended to use no ceremony in making th 

1kt»» *■' ^^^ his own. The merchant was in partnership 

0, A* • ^ tliig concern with a rich Moor at Beirout, w 

or the witonng ^ ^^ intimately known to her ladyship, and ii 

|v>hip ^^ J. mediately wrote to her requesting her inte 

,eaks I**^ . jj ference. She sent a note to the pacha, and a 

inoersw"^ , order was speedily transmitted to his soldiei 

nuaiot*^* ^^'^ . to set the camels and their cargo at liberty. 
. . she "•* ' Lady Stanhope lived at Damascus for twelve 



*jve ditf*^**^ , months in a handsome house in the suburbs; 

oelc <*^ jj rf ^^ often, when she rode out in her Mameluke 

^0jOf^ H ^'^s, the people would flock around her in 

UarSi^' ui admiration. When on her "journey to PaL 
it *'*^ jf ^*^ 

»edi*^^ Lg ™y^ >^® ^*^ pursued by a hostile tribe of 

rv irk ^5^^*^ *" » Arabs for a ^hole day ; and on the day when 

ujs ff^^^ the Pahnyrenes hailed her as the Queen of the 

^ of l*^^ ruined dty, she felt, no doubt, vivid and un- 

^ 111 edq'^ dissembled pleasure, being the first lady who 

*'^ had ever achieved such a journey ; and her ex- 

. juijy l^ ■ cellent horsemanship and capability of enduring 

*^^ J ati^^^ fatigue, soon made the deserts a home to her. 
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The Orientals never speak of her but with the 
highest respect^' It is certain that a belief is 
entertained of her being of the highest rank: 
some even say ^e is a queen. She distributes 
occasionally presents of rich arms to the chiefs; 
and, when an Arab courser is sent her, fre- 
quently rewards the bearer with a thousand 
piastres. She is generous, hospitable, and un- 
doubtedly of that superior and commanding 
mind, which is sure to gain an ascendancy 
among the Orientals. Yet it is difficult to dis- 
cover any attractions in her present way of life 
at M arilius. The romance and delight of ex- 
ploring the East, and seeing its natives bow 
down to her, have long since given pbice to 
timid and secluded habits and feelings, and the 
dreams of superstition. She is, however, finnly 
resolved never to retimi to her native countiT; 
her avowed contempt for her own sex, and 
their effeminate habits and feelings, is not Kkelj 
to conciliate them. 

Although she refuses, from the real or sujv 
posed ill treatment of one or two English tra- 
vellers, to see any of her countrymen, she his 



,1,(1 supfl'* PH^s "^ hacks f.T ras wliix-cis. *rv'. wv»- 

j. *ii« to g«° * rii^ for then ererv inteiliienw. 

..tJ'^ Vrt >' * - On the foOoroz d>T w* pron^Va iv» IWk 

• on* in'*''''''*'' ™"*' ■"* ™ acoupieof boursmw h»« w«w>- 

. mmH^ ™''^ ^''■■' ' ^"^ p«sar^ over a suhIv tntrt, 

^ alOSi ''' at the dose i^ day re entered the fJea^Mlt MhI 

iwwr aW ^ ^'^y 1^»« k«dnie to B^iout, which Kn*k 

have •"* ^^; " 

, Lj(g tfd P^ very much Uke English ones. Being n\tM«- 

'^ \ . She ft*"** mended to the house of M. Mnssad, « iwtiv«\ 

'^" iroio**''**^ ^ proceeded thither, and ascending a tligln "I' 

"* for ^"^ ^'^*» ^it^'sd a small paved court, with «|mi't' 

'"^^"' aiidf«*^** ments aU round it My ulnidf li.iv w.'iil.l 

""^ have pleased the most fiiHtidimin tri-li': Oii' 

f""- frtm*''*. apartment had three wimi(iw« in fnmt, wlilih 

'^ f ooef '''^ ^°°^^ °'" '^''*' to^n ""'1 K»'''l<"". "I'll Muniii 

"""'fherc^"^ '"•■■■ 
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Lebanon at three miles distance, its interior 
summits covered with snow; and the window 
in the end looked over the bay. Massad was 
a respectable-looking old man ; he had two sons 
and one daughter, who went about the house 
with a dozen strings of gold coins dangling 
about her ears and neck. Our table was pro- 
vided with as fine beef from Mount Lebanon 
as could be had in England, and excellent wine. 
At least a dozen sorts of wine are produced 
from this mountain and its neighbourhood, red 
and white : among the latter the Vindoro is one 
of the best ; they are all cheap enough. This 
town, the ancient Berytus, contains six thousand 
inhabitants : the situation is the most beautiful 
of all the Sjrrian towns ; the environs are laid 
out in plantations of mulberry-trees, and a 
quantity of silk is produced and exported. 

The war between the two Pachas of Acre and 
Damascus at this time disturbed the whole 
country, and rendered travelling very unsafe. 
The exactions and oppressions of the former 
harrass the people eiccessively. An instance of 
this occurred at Sidon a week after my arrival. 



if .% TllU*^ 



P^CmA C'f flilLL ^ « 






>i--;|»k^ 



The Pacha «K tt*aTi 

^.Jir. pertydiae,lD 

, 1^ whidi he itfmad u psj. uic 

telligence tini aMR «i^Bi:ar]i t-v^^ > vul^ tte 

adopted. He koev 1x0^ vaf> ik i rrit ic tit 

. . ^ lost; assembled hk Iew iaizuziL •er-^nn-s- ana. 

• J. ^ after taking a vaj snectms itm^f: iz mt^ vat, 

•^ * ,,_:, whiwa he tcBderiy Wed. TMt rf to iJanxtscus. 

- ^ r^. carrying with Vi^m tbe nkott Titiiiai'k aiid par- 

£^^Ujim ^l^j^ ^^^^ ^ j^^ prapertT. The daj afi^r, tbe 

5*^^ jj-M^ Pacha's officer arrired from Acre and stdzed 

n a-*^ ^ ''^L' "^ *^? efiRecte tliat were left beiiiiid, without, 

f in^ **^ however, insulting the lady, who cx>uld not ac- 

are all**' company the rajid flight of her husbaiML This 

iic-ntuftj***"*^ yoimg Chief of Acre is capable of an J enormity, 

^'uatioD 1^*^ and has bribed the Prince of the Druses to aa- 

t^iiros : ^ ^ sist him in his war with the Damascenes. 
^ J fliijlben?'^ rpj^^ Consul, Mr. A., had now arrived at Bei- 

roit»^ii0 rout; and, having procured an excellent house, 

th^ t^ jLt ^ resided with him for a few weeks very agree- 

tjioe ^^^ ^ ^^J' This house was built by a Greek mer- 

J tratelW • .^ chant, at a considerable expense, for his own 

tipr^^ .^ residence : when the Governor of Beirout, which 

^^fdT ^ . is in the Pashalic of Acre, sent to order him to 
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deliver it up, as he wished to inhabit it himself. 

The merchant, terrified, fled to the interior of 

Mount Lebanon, where I afterwards met with 

him. Just at this time the Consul arrived; 

and, the house being unoccupied, he demanded 

it for his own use; and the Grovemor, after 

much altercation, thought proper to concede it. 

The poor merchant sent a most grateful letter 

to Mr. A. for preserving his house from the 

• hands of the Governor. 

A great number of granite pillars, in a broken 
state, however, are to be seen along the shore 
beneath the tide, and part of the causeway on 
the quay is chiefly built up with them. About 
four hundred years ago Faccardine, the Prince 
of the Druses, possessed a handsome palace and 
gardens without the town. This man's history 
has been written ; for he was a remarkable cha- 
racter, and had spent some time in Italy, where 
he cultivated the sciences, and built his palace 
after the edifices he had admired there. He 
was assassinated, and his beautiful domain laid 
waste ; some of the ruins, however, still remain. 
The rainy season had now set in: scarcely 
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.. -yiit^ a day passed without showers; and the roads 

A^- to k*? ^^^ rendered so bad that travelling was im- 

I iftfl«i*' practicable. Rain in an Oriental country throws 

' r 4^ r a traveller sadly out of his resources : books, of 

»iwi^^ course, he has few, but must pass the evenings 

\ i^ Gofd^i atting on the divan with a vessel of lighted 

^„-^ charcoal before him on the carpet, and his pipe 

^j and a cup of cofiPee. At last, however, the 

kflBji^ weather cleared up; the caravans, which had 

been stopped, resumed their passage, and we 

-i^^jji set out to visit the Emir Busheer, Prince of the 

u.*i Druses. The way was for the most part over 

' J ^^ ^^® mountain ; and in about nine hours we came 

^ ^ ^, j^ ^ to the town of Dalil Camar, and were fain to 

•*^ ^ jnfci'' P^^ ^^ night in a coffee-house. 

^* ^: Early the next morning we went to the 

^* 5^ chiers residence, which is admirably situated 

to**- i^t for defence : it stands on a rugged cliff, and is 

v^^ , |jj,tf approached by a winding path over low stone 

190^^ ukfe^ ®*®P®* Industry, however, has created a sort 

ieoccs* ^ ; of garden on one side of it. Some apartments 

. h«d •"^^, of the palace are rather elegantly . fitted up, 

d his ^ ^^ and furnished with glass windows. * It is sur- 

^osu'*^^ '. ^ rounded by extensive courts, around which are 
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the rooms for the officers and domestics. The 
power of this prince is very considerable ; ex- 
tending all over Mount Lebanon and many of 
the adjacent parts. In a short space of time 
he can raise thirty thousand armed men: and 
these mountaineers are bolder troops than those 
of the lowlands ; a large proportion of them 
are horsemen. He had brought several thou- 
sands into the field to aid the Pacha of Acre in 
his war with the Pacha of Damascus. On be- 
ing introduced to the Emir, he was seated on 
the divan of 41 large apartment — a man about 
sixty, of a venerable appearance, with a long 
beard, almost white, in which he took great 
pride. Sherbet and pipes were brought, and 
we were invited to remain for the night at the 
palace. He dissuaded me from advancing to I |j 
Balbec, in consequence of the war, and the I | 
armies being out, which rendered the road in- 
secure. The snow also had fallen in such quan- 
tities as to make any progress in that directioo 
impossible. This man has a reMgion to suk Ae 
place he may be in : when he comes down to 
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r < y^tiBsc: J».r 4k 



lab «■ taae mn i n I: «k isk^. <n:^ k«« 

or ax uibui. far ;^ arrest pczt««w oc pfv^-wls 

to ibne chiefs. T^ j',-ttr».x sa:* j:t«>m pK>i»- 

aiR IB the itka of our Ikc% ^L bv wxl h>, «4' 

one futfa, and rvfiaued $r^«ral n«K>s with ^k^ 

Kght, « We ^wD an br M»4en>» ^<}^'^h^•|• i« 

Damascus:" as tbev h«Te a traditiuii *>f l«w>ji; 

iK-e "^ , - standing, that the Christiuis will RilvuHrt- 

jiich n"*"^ "th a mighty anny to attack the oHCixtl »>1tv, 

j^,hidftl'*' when the ProjAet, in his meix-y, will I'lHWfvt 

ptf^* . tliem all. 

.jBss'*'^ About mid-day, being invttwl In illm' wtlli llir 
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chief Officers of the Prince, we formed a circle 
round a low table, on which were phiced a num. 
ber of dishes, with an immense pilau of rice in 
the middle, coloured with saffron; we were fur- 
nished with neat spoons for eating our food-a 
refinement not always to be found at Eastern 
meals. While at Beiiout I dined one day with 
a rich merchant, a Moor, and a veiy handsome 
man : he possessed a young Circassian mistress, 
. about sixteen years of age, for whom he had 
given six hundred pounds at Smyrna; this was 
rather a dear bargain, as she was not beautiful. 
We sat on the carpet, four in number, and 
drank tea in the first place, which was made by 
the Moor, and served without milk ; immediately 
afterwards dinner was brought in :— first, a dish 
of soup was placed in the middle of the table, 
and, being each provided with a spoon, we 
. helped ourselves out of the vessel in common ; 
this being removed, an excellent hash supplied 
its place ; and, the spoons being taken away, we 
plunged our fingers into the dish, and carried 
whatever came first, meat, vegetables, &c. to our 
mouths, a.s there were no plates. Several other 
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THE DRUSKS. WI 

dishes succeeded, aU ver^ good ; and the repast 
was closed by some delicious caiea, made, no 
doubt, by the hands of the young Circassian. 
A most diligent washing of the haiul^ nuA 
mouth then, took place; and, indeed, it was 



Having quitted the palace or foriivNx of the 
Emir, we returned to the town of Diilil Cmiiar 
to wait till the roads should become punMiIili! liy 
the melting of the snow. Our loil^iiif;; wan it 
small room in the khan, in the u)<|>>-r nlory ; 
several merchants occupied the adjoining rixiiiiH, 
and they set out their goods for sali- iluHiif; (lit.- 
day-time in the court below. Tliii-. purr nf 
Mount Lebanon was very barren ujul iriif^^), 
^■•jiM ■ and thebouses rose in ridges onits xiili-". 

jiniupi ' _ There are a great number of Drii-i-« irt iiiul 

around this place. The bdief and Naiu- irf tlu- 









^niJj .^ litearf this ai^ular race are but iuii>tTff*--lly 



J th^^** known. They are a fine and hc^l-hy-lmiltinf; 

an ^'^ tf penple; puticulaHj many at the }'/> nj^ vmn-n, 

i.ion'*'^ jf "hobareacoTOfJeiaooaieruddy ite fr-»»»--/ iKf 



into''* -. H^jhbttk «f Seutbod. TV- Dij^ w^vt 
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unfrequently marry their sisters and daughters. 
Several of their small houses of worship are 
scattered over the mountain, but no stranger is 
allowed to enter. It is computed there are 
eighty convents on various parts of the moun- 
tain, Armenian, Catholic, Greek, and Maronite; 
and they are often placed in situations of ex- 
traordinary beauty. It has been observed by 
some, that the Syrian coast is very subject to 
fevers ; but it is difficult, perhaps, to find a line 
of country more healthy and attractive than 
that from Tripoli to Acre. Lady Stanhope has 
declared the climate to be the most salubrious 
that she has ever resided in. 

Having waited in vain for ten days, and the 
weather being worse instead of better, we re- 
solved to bend our course towards Palestme; 
and, having procured horses, arrived on the 
evening of the following day at Sidon again. 
We passed the evening very pleasantly in tie 
apartments of Monsieur T., an Italian merchant, 
who has resided there several years with his 
lady : a dreary situation for an intelligent naan; 
for what climate or scenery can atone for the 
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want of aodetj ? la dmc cbvs bor the ««•- 
tber becuoe fme ; aad wc left the ton whfa no 
small jdeasiuv, being tiapBtkaBt to pnxcnU afWr 
ao maay delays. Sogb aAer suaset we came 
cmce more to the gate <tf Tyre, and found m 
warm weloome fron the Tjrian £ainily whoa 
we had hecomt acquainted with on our fint 
^, visit. They were aU seated on the flow rouod 
the supper-taUe, parents, aoos, and daughters, 
and we felt do objection to jnn the party. How 
ddightfid was an ammated scene like tluB— the 
Boft cushion and the pipe after a long and 
A'^^' **' . fiitiguing journey ! No traveller in the Ea^t, 
u> b* accuBtomed to the indulgent and natural posture 

.-.Ji-fl "^ , ^ sitting and reclining there, will ever wish to 
I »»iB f* , see a chair or table again. 

* •"'* iw Cwitiniung our journey, we were late on 

f ei.iun< ■"'^ _ the following day a few miles from Acre, and 
rid l»°^ VI,, "^^ obliged to Btop at an Arab village on 
;„i(iBg *' J,. a hill; and, entering the rude and dirty khan, 
^ning ^'^ di '*"^ ** ^^^ ^* ^^^ inhabitants, who were 
jeiirTi* ^ ranged, as thick as they could well be cram- 
i. re *^ ■ ^ "^» "* '^ flt^r, with their backs U> the 
lioo**" ( ' *"d every mouth filled with a pijic. A 
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fire was blazing beside a pillar in the middle; 
but the place looked so suspicious and unin- 
viting, that we were at a loss whether to remain 
or not. In a short time the Sheik stepped 
up, and civilly invited us to lodge in his 
house, which we very gladly acceded to. His 
residence was close to the sea: and that we 
might not approach too near the persons of his 
women, he conducted us to a neat and lofty 
apartment a few yards from the house ; the walls 
and pillars were whitewashed, and some mats 
spread on the floor. He asked if his women 
should prepare a repast for us, or if we chose to 
dress it ourselves. On our preferring the for- 
mer, in about an hour a very decent meal made 
its appearance, round which we all assembled. 
The Sheik, to do me honour, took up the 
choicest pieces of meat with his fingers and 
placed them before me : to have declined eating 
them would have given offence. After supper, 
to entertain us, he placed his hands on his knees, 
and broke out into a most stunning and discor- 
dant song, and then got up and went through 



HOSPITALITV OF A SHEIK. 



,, to Wf ; 



all his prayers and genuflexions with much ap- 
pearance of devotion. We soon, however, lay 
down to rest, free from any intrusion or sound, 
save the dashing of the sea on the rocks beneath 
our dwelling. 
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LETTER XIII. 



PALESTINE. 

On the following day we came again to 
Caifa, and found an agreeable lodging in the 
house of a native, more comfortable and lux- 
urious than the room of the old priest. We 
ascended the side of Carmel next to the sea, 
into which it almost descends; and on this part 
of its summit tradition says Elijah the prophet 
stood when he prayed for rain, and beheld the 
cloud rise out of the sea. The next day we 
ascended the mountain in another part, and 
traversed the whole of its sununit, which oc- 
cupied several hours. It is the finest and 
most beautiful mountain in Palestine, of great 
length, and in many parts covered with trees 
and flowers. On reaching at last the opposite 



pmOSraCT FROM MOrMT C ARM EL. ft 

suBUUt , and caming out a£ a wood, we saw ll 
cekbntied pfain of Eadmeioii beneath, wit 
die irner Kishoo flowhi^ through it: Mount 
Tabor and Hennon were in front, and on th 
left die prospect was bounded by the hills a 
Samaria. This scene certainly did not fulfil 
; ^in die descriptions gi^en of the desolation and 

banenness of Palestine : although it was mourn- 
M to bdidd scarcely a irillage or cottage in 
die wfade extent ; yet the soil appeared so rich 
and Terdant, that, if diligently cultivated, there 
is litde doubt it would become, as it once was, 
^^iike^die^ttden of the Lord.** 
4 *i^ \, We stood some time gazing with great de* 

i:-^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ began to descend the side of the 

^tnd?- ^ mountain, leaving Hassan, our guide, behind, 

f "Uh -^ ' 
. ^p ^i widi the horses, cursing the ruggedness and 

♦ .r ^ , difficulty of the paths. About half way down 

5c* ^ ^e met a tribe of Arab gipdes ; they had just 

in ^ pitched their tents, and pressed us to stay and 

/ its ^^ take coffee, and even remain all niirht with 

jt i* ^ ., them. The accommodations were certainly far 

•ji in fvP^ from tempting. A young woman of the party 

^^ efl^ had her lips dyed blue, a custom probably 
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among.them. We soon reached the banks of 
the Kishon, at this time so much swollen by 
the heavy rains that we could not find a ford 
to cross over; by going much lower down, 
however, we at last succeeded, and crossing 
part of the plain, wound up the hills till the 
night fell, and we were glad enough to meet 
with a lodging in a wretched Arab village. 

On the following day we arrived at Nazar 
reth, which we could not perceive till we were 
at the top of the hill directly over it, as it 
stands on the foot and sides of a kind of am- 
phitheatre. Its situation is very romantic; the 
population amounts to about twelve hundred, 
who are mostly Christians. The Spanish Ca- 
tholic convent, in which all travellers* are ac- 
commodated, is a large and excellent mansion, 
though the number of monks is reduced to less 
than one half, on account of the poverty of the 
establishment, from the failure of remittances 
from Europe. The church of the convent is 
rich, and contains a fine organ. Below the 
floor, and entered by a flight of steps, is the I 
cave or grotto where the angel Gabriel is said 
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\r bTg""?"^ upper p«. *iiA F«B «l«M8^ ** ««^ »* 

"' bit sontfll^ "^ ^ nipeadcd ■ Ik ar. TW jnols teffl twt tliMt 
' " «iiaiid <ip ''' '^ ' it l>» ab aqiport froB above, aad dot it is •» 



" *' ikv ** *"^* ^* "^^ TOrted m small apsrtaieiit wluch k 

^' '' ^tl ii0t peit^^^*^ ''^^ "^ ^ vuiUk^ of Joseph: this stands 

. ^e cc^ ^y (^f. at a dbort distance firom the diurdi ; part of it 

'^^ •Aes^'* only remains, and is certainly kept very nei^t 

'^* ^^^^ . uxo^^ ^^^ *"^ ^fom this is the school where our Lord 

It* ^^ j^j ttf***^ received his education, and which looks much 

^iiiifunt^ r^^^ like other schools. But as curious a njlic as 

r) V Chri«^^ ^ ^^^ any, is a large piece of rock, rather soft, about 

j^ ID ^^ extfl^^ ^*^^ *^^ ^^^' *"^ ^"^^^ ^' *^® yards longi Its 



rtiooks^ ^ — — 

pi]ycr ^ ^^the po^' ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^®^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^* disciplcii. 

i'totP^ ^^ j^^ shown a high and perpendicular rook, m thp 

'The cb**'*^ ji* very spot where our Lord, according to Bt. 






Btf^ ^j^i Luke, was taken by the people to Iw thrown 
^ ^ ifiabflJ'^ ®^®' *« precipice. About midway down, in 
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the Uce ot tha rock, is the spot where his de^ 
scept waa arrested, aod the marks of his hands 
and piut of h^ form are shown, where h^ en- 
tered iptQ the lock and disappeared. The 
good fathers do t]^ir oaus^ little good by such 
sad tales. B\iX of far higher interest tl^n tnir- 
diticms and relicft is the scenery around Naza- 
reth: it is of the kind in which one would 
idu^ne the Saviour of mankind delighted to 
wander and to withdraw himself when medi- 
tating on his great mission ; — deep and secluded 
dells, covered with a wild verdure ; silent and 
solemn paths where overhanging rocks shut out 
«U intrusion. 

No one cm walk round Nazareth i^out 
feeling thpughts Uke tji^se enter his miDd, 
whil^ gft^iQg often on, ma^y a sweet spot, traced 
perhaps, by the B^^em^i^ footst^, and ^ 
balmed by hiftprayers. 

The next day we rode tq^ Mount Tabor, 
i^bout si^ miles distant ; it s^nds alon^ qa ^ 
plain, and is a very smaiH and beautiful momr 
tau)t rising giradually on every ^de : about the 
fourth, part of the ascajt towards the i^mmit is 
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n«Md whk a luxuriMK rf MMd. The top 
of Kma Tabor ib fiat, aui not itf large extent ; 
hK view finn ttteve n mnet nwanfiocnb At 
Ae bet is ^own the vill^e, anndst a &w 
kcea^tfaat was die fainfa^i^ of DAocafa tbe 
P^W"^^ HramoB ataniia in tfae plain linat 
flK miks aft, and at its foot is die village of 

We Kxt piQcecdefl knvwds Caoa W a neT' 

^^ ^1 row md mAj padi (wa* die nunrntatns. Thw 

.y» '3faggiep leiia aBdyatuatEd<ma3imdteiamepce 

^ n a i^Iey, and eonbans two or tfazee btmdred 

^« nk Mi ; the niiiu of the hawe aie stffl 

Aow^wbne Ac »izade of timing tbe water 
^( ato wine was ^erfonaei. The sMae kwi of 
*OBe watCT jwta are ccrtamlj ia use in die vtL 
lige: we saw scttni at the wnaaen bmriog 
"""■'wit' ***" " Aeir heads as A^ictanwd from *» 
«cIL The 700^ wraaea of CaM are sttct to W 



""^ ^1 As die Hgfat was Miagy we retanMd to di» 

t; i> ^, flonent, aid enjoyed our cMniisrtahle c^ ami 

itfD "^ ^ Kpart. Hefe {or die first time we ate the d^ 

oa e^ ^ dois fidi can^t in the lake of Tibetiaa ; they 
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are very much of the size and colour of mullet. 
Being admitted to an audience of the superior, 
the old man bewailed bitterly the dieadful de- 
generacy of the age, and departure from the 
faith, as shown particularly in the revolution of 
New Spain, whereby the revenues of the convent 
were so reduced : — the Devil, he said, was active 
and powerful beyond belief in the present day. 
What grieves the monks the most is, that they 
cannot live half so well as they used to do :— 
the wine was very bad ; — however, I gave some 
comfort to one of the fathers, by buying at his 
own price a small piece, really scarcely visible, 
of the body of St. Francis, carefully secured in 
a small inclosure of glass. 

Leaving Nazareth, we reached again the foot 
of Carmel, and afterwards wound along the 
coast, passing by the site of Csesarea. On the 
second night, we were obliged to halt early at 
the khan of a village on the sea-shore, there 
being no other resting-place for a considerable 
distance. It was yet hot in the afternoon, and 
the sun found its way through the shattered 
roof of the khan ; the shore was open and dreary, 
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»d not a niek to afifaid sny ahftdow. Towacdb 
f j^ ^ evcmngy however^ aome odier trsrdlnrs amTed 

ftwiipaaoiiB {Mrt% aoldias and marriittits; fires 
mjw l^i»*ij P«pH»* «»MP«ilAi<l Fntmd thcm^aiid 

d»e khtti aflBomed a dieefful aspect. One of 
die compnyy wisfaing to give me a proof of hia 
^^^ mpecty leked a piece of meat out c^ die d^ 

x^U^ be was catbg fipom, and, dKMigh lie was sealed 

jjinoep ten yuda off, ftimg h duraagh die air towards 
tb£ 1"^ m^ leqnesting veiy diriUy my acceptance of it 

The pipe, cup of eoAe, and coDversatioQ fbk 
hmed; and people who never sav each other 
^^bers, byi^" before^ aoon became intimate. 

,,reiBy*^ Ettiy next day we quitted diis village. The 

^ cH^ path along this part of die coast was dang»roas» 

^ being infested by robbers : it offered, howevw,^ 

jcTC^^ nothing eithor to annoy or delight us, for it was 
^^ iK0^ barren and uninteresting ; and in the evemn^ 

ite rf ^ ^^ ^^*™® •8M» to a wretched village, where the 

^^j^iok* gmall khan was crowded to excess by two or 

^i^^ three didks and their followers, and we were 

for«^ oUBged to seek a lodging in a miserable cotti^ 

[^rsi^^ "bout half a mile furdier on. With fcelmgs of 

^^ lle^ no small pleasure, <» die succeeding day, after 
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ITS traveUing, we beheld Jaffa at ashcvt 
The route to Jerusalem by the way 
of Naplouae would have been much pleasanter 
than the one we had been compelled to adopt; 
but it had become the seat of war. The gardois 
around are very pretty, and surrounded with 
hedges of the prickly pear, which is found all 
over the coast of Syria ; oranges, melons, and 
other fruits were in abundance. 

We found a hospitable reception at the house 
of Sjjgnor Damiani, the consul, who gave us a 
very good supper, but without a drop of wise, 
as he was too zealous a Christian to allow it id 
his house in Lent time : and the quantities of 
add water Michel and I were obliged to drinl^ 
after a sultry day^s journey, made us wish the 
signor had had no more religion than the naked 
Dervise whom he thrashed so unmercifully one 
day after inveigling him into his garden. He 
told us several entertaining stories about fiona^ 
parte, who had sat and chatted on the same sob 
on which we were sitting. He praised the Em- 
peror to the skies, though his arrival had nearly 
ruined him, and he had been compelled to go 
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\iiiitn iiiatiiiii ■■!■ iliiiliMii m a gtnde, ^ncNilen 
^^yr «nti he ^By A a Ia» bitt for *e »gAW^* 

i^^ ww» tile EaMem drcH, ad au EngHstt nwltwl 
^1^1 hMoferitia ftdccsof fatsdRce. 
^^^ Abrat m jKdii £EABt,Md in lk» «*wn (^ 

''*_^. na,»ftihd!kari nked man thM w '^'*» 
Bs Inng ben liie Rsdaee of ^MM PMW ^ 
tnKT, and !■» OK or two miraculoaa \*Xhu* 
n h. The appcmce of JaJh o wajtulwrv 
bang atmleA on m steep » de^nty> thiiil ^ 









^ homes afaaostcliBbfmreMli other up ^fc«« 

Cbn®"" oftheUH 

■»'*V: Wewerei«jwoolrtwdTebovn«'jo»n>»,V*»«» 

'•"' K ■'«™»ln>>, «>d rale to Rmnha eMly on (he M- 

tijev, "•' lowing day: this place is finely situatod 0« *« 

- ''^ ^ extensive plain, and has some woods awl (>Hv«*- 

ibei ""'j, trees amud it. There is a Calholto eouveiit 
here, which a clever Spanish molA hw •*! »» 

jj^ iB* himself j he behaved, however, so unelvllly. *•• 

j»ic»l"*,; we sought a lodging elsewhere, (W *Wi''' *" 

B«|i*j mniindel^edlotlK. kinilms. i.F" mllW' '" 
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t^'^'^iji '^* eremng we received n jKilitc 
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the Armenian convent to vigit tfaem, and found 
a luxurious little habitation with five or six very 
pleasant fathers ; they served us with some ex- 
cellent spiced coffee and cakes, and, the superior 
being absent, began to talk thoroughly like men 
of the world. The Armenians, as we found aa 
more than one occasion afterwards, are the most 
gentlemanly monks of all, and allow themselves 
the greatest latitude. 

By moonlight next morning, we were on the 
way to the sacred city : for about three hours it 
led over the plain, and then ascending the hills, 
became excessively disagreeable, in some parts 
so narrow that one horse only could proceed at 
a time, and that not always with safety, as the 
ndns had made the rocky paths much worse 
than usual. At the end of nine hours, however, 
as we proceeded over the summit of a rugged 
bill, we beheld Jerusalem at a small distance 
before us. Its aspect certainly was not magnifi- 
cent or inspiring, but sad and dreary. 

On reaching the gate of Bethlehem, we were 
speedily admitted, and after some research pro- 
cured a lodging in the hous^ of a native, not ftf 
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i tbefi»^ out, ad » owfe iniiMK tsHcs^aid iie^mild 

a^agic^:*^ come hfaidf to njMMt ate irnhme ; » dmt 

orse ^- L^. 1 was £nii to eomflj. Am joiagiy ktler fiam 

i al^^^ • , the oanwtat ofCo iUu dmnfc, aad an unwiUiiig- 

e rocky r^ neffi to lose Ifae fees wUdi erery trwdlor p«Y^ 

^x^(^^ . . ware the caues of dns dviKty. They put WH> 

^r the ^ '^ there into a fittle cold cdl, with a single chair 

^em •^* . and tabk in it» and a small flock bed, a* If 1 

^ cei^^ ^^^"^^ ^ perform a pilgrimage ; and Uie pio(\iiV)4 

. gad*^ I ^^ ^^^ ™d martyrs on the walla wiv |>f>in' 

^Be***^ consolations for the substantial comforU I \m\ 

1 gfter ^ . ^ lost. Here, however, it was my good ft>rlMHu U\ 
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meet with a most amiabk traveDer, a Mr. 6., 
an Irish gentleman, whose oompamon had just 
left him for Europe. 

The morning after my arriyal was a very 
lovely one ; and, though it was in February, 
perfectly warm. I passed out of the gate rf 
Bethlehem, and traversing part of the ravine be^ 
neath, ascended the Mount of Judgement, cm the 
south side of th^ city. How mteresting was bef 
aspect, beheld over the deep and rocky vaDey d 
Hinnom ! her gloomy walls encompasi^Dg Mount 
Zion on every side j and as yet there was do 
sound to disturb the silence of the scene. The 
beautiful Mount of Olives was on the right, and 
at its feet the Valley of Jcboshaphat^ amidst 
whose great rocks and trees stood the tomb of I 
Zacharias, the last of the prophets that was 
slain : the only stream ^risible, flowed from the 
fountain of Siloam, o» the side of Zion opposite. 
It is Une, the cky bdoved of God has disi^ 
pearc^, and with it all the halk>wed spots once 
contained within its walkf mi keen must be 
the faith that ca^ now embx^e thdr identitj. | 

Yet the face of Nature still endures : the To6hf ^ 
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with a large garden attached to it, and can fur- 
nish acooromodations for eight hundred pUgiims 
within its walla; the poorer part lodging in out- 
houses and offices in the courts, while the luher 
find every luxury and comfort, for all the apart- 
ments in this convent are furnished in the orien- 
tal manner. The wealthy jnlgrims never fail to 
leave a handsome present, to the amount some- 
times of several hundred pounds. If a pilgrim 
dies in the convent, all the property he has with 
him goes to the order. The church is very rich, 
and ornamented in a very curious taste, the floor 
being covered, as is the case in all thehr religious 
edifices, with a handsome carpet 

The lower division of the dty, towards the 
east, is chiefly occupied by the Jews : it is the 
dirtiest and most offensive of all. Several of 
this people, however, are rather affluent, and 
live in a very comfortable style ; both men and 
women are more attractive in their persons than 
those of their nation who reside in Europe, and 
their features are not so strongly marked widi 
the indelible Hebrew characters, but much mote 
mild and interesting. But few passengers, in 
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■.E^a-r geDeral, ue met with in the stieets, which have 

j^t^tQ^ the aspect, wbere the convents are tatuated* of 

■ji^i'- fcrtresses, from the hei^t and stnsigth c^ the 

%:^^v walls the mmiks have thought necessary for 

'<s & <W^ ^^'^ defence. Handsomely dressed persons are 

'vds^" seldom seen, as the Jews and Christians rather 

-TnsK**' study to preserve an appearance of poverty, 

u «tf ' ^^ ^y ^"^''y '^''^ excite the jealousy of the 

^ J,* Turk! 

^^^^c The population <^ Jerusalem has been vari- 

, ■ ^5 ously stated; but it can hardly exceed twenty 

^)i thousand ; ten thousand of these are Jews, five 

thousand Chnstiaus, aud the same number of 

Turks. The walls can with ease be walked 

^^ ^j round wi the outside in forty-five minutes, m 

'. .|ii the extent is scarcely three miles. 

n a*' ^^ '*'* ®**' of the city runs the valley or 

, glm of Jehoshaphat ; that of Hinnom, which 

l**^ I bcunds the dty, <m the south and west : and into 









diesedescaid the steep ddest^ Mount T^ion, on 
whose sur&ce ibe dty stands. To thd' imrtli l-x- 
re*^"'^^ _ tends the plain of Jeremiah, the only ttvxl npiH,f 
stiW? ,^ around; it is covered partly with c4n itrtvi. Il 
^^ ; does not appear possiUe Cor the andtnl city *o 
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have ooveied a larger ^aoe than the proKiit, 
except fay stretching to the north, aks^ Hie 
phnn of Jeremiah ; because the modem wath 
are buik nearly on the brisk of the dedivitieg 
of Zion and the adjoining hilL But the height 
of this hill is very small, for Jerusalem is on 
eyery side, except towards the north, overlooked 
by hills, higher than the one whereon it stands. 
When about mid-way up Mount Olivet, you 
are on a level with the dty walls ; and the dis- 
parity towards the south is still greater. The 
fionn cf£ the town is Biore like that of a square 
than aay other, and its walls are lofty and 
strong. These are five or six gates : the golden 
gate,, the gate? of Damascus^ St Stephen, and 
Zion, and that c£ Bedilehem. Closed the lat- j 
ter is the tower of David^ a place of considerable 
strength. 

The cirounistance that most perplexes eveiy 
trav^er is, to account for Mount Calvarjr^s 
having been formerly without the etty. It ^ 
at present not a. small way within ;• and isi o^ 
der to diut it out, the ancient walh must haw 
made the most extraordinary and uuneoessafy 
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^ ^0 curve imaginable. Its dteyatioii was probably 

mA M' always incansiderafale, so that there is little to 

^ jyUa s^gcp ^^^ ^Aith in the lowness of its present 

• Ag ^ appearance. The exclusion of Calvary must 

Rot^K? ^^^ deprived the ancient city of a consider- 

.^1^,. able space of habitable ground, of which, fiom 

. '« the drcumscribed nature of its site, there could 

j^jj^ have been little to spare. But tradition could 

Qot err in the identity of soi famous a spot : 
and the smallest scepticism would deprive it 



e 

Mount Ob* ^ 

, ^ ^ of all its powerful charm. Besides that, the 

>^ diapoffltion of the former Jerusalem appears 

y^^ to have been,, in other parts, sufficiently irre- 

^^ - Sttto' The mosque of Omar, the most beautiful 

"^ ^^ edifice in the Turkish empire, stands, in a 

^ ju great measure, on the site occupied by Solo- 

I ftf^ moB^s Temple. The area around it is spacious 

^ and delightful; and being planted with trees, 

"^ iPJtf ^ords the only agreeable promenade in the 

for ^ J, city. Christians, however, are never allowed to 

llKjut*^ ^^ enter it Its situati<m is little elevated above 

ay Wthi"^ ^ the level of the street^ so that Mount Moriah, 

ciei*^ ^ fonnerly the highest eminence that joined the 
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city, and where the tempk stood, is now shorn 
of its honours. The loftiest part of the town 
at present is the western^ between the gates of 
Bethlehem and Zion^ where the oxivents are 
situated. 

The sides of the hill of Zion have a pleasing 
aspect, as they possess a few olive-trees and 
rude gardens, and a crop of com was at this 
time growing diere. On its southern extremity, 
a short way from the wall, is the mosque of 
David, which is held in the highest reverence 
by the Turks, who affirm that the remains 
of that monarch, and his son Solomon, were 
interred here, and that their tombs still exist. I i 
In a small building attached to the mosque, | o 
and where a church formerly stood, is the room 
in which was held the last supper of our Lord 
and his disciples: we looked into it through 
some crevices; it had a mean and naked ap- 
pearance. 

Being now an inmate of the Catholic convent, 
the best plan was to make oneself as happy 
as circumstances would allow, and these were 
scanty enough. The fathers were of the Fran* 
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dscffl wdo', dir^, soBbl, lad -vrrvicJbB^ cladi 
indthdr wine, wiiidi CSuOeaafari^id pnoaes so 
U^y, is execnfale. Ftf^ier Gni§e;ipev in- 
deed, was the caceraac cf tW CKder; a Ihde, 
amuai^, time^JcMi^ monk, who had a Je- 
ceat little cdl, where be kept some exodknt 
c<»diiil, and otho' comforts, aad bad one or two 
saiats frying upoD ^diroos, pasted an the vails. 
Each of theae fathers cleaoed his own afMTt- 
ment, made his bed, aud was indebtMl to no 
one's semce- 

Having ^■eed with Father G. to vijJt i\w 
church of the Holy Sepulchre, we went tlietv 
in the evening, and, pasdng through the iiuidt 
entered the first lofty apartment. TIlcw wrt« 
a guard of Turks in a recess junt witlilii llu> 
door, to whom every pilgrim la obli^nl tu I't'V 
a certain sum for adnusaion ; but wp *''l»' i'* 
empted from this tax. In llie ipililitli* "'C till' 
first apartment is a larg« mnrtilx nlolii Mil"')) 
above the floor, over whU-h lflH(((« H'^* """ 
pended: this is said ta l>c iiw B|imt; ttllhu- llti- 
body of the Redetftmr wiu, itwihift-i\ Hinl |i<l' 
pared for the aepuli^nr V'"» tliMi tliMi lir ll|h 
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left, and enter the large rotunda, which termi- 
nates in a dome at the top. In the centre of 
the floor stands the holy sepulchre ; it is of an 
oblong form, and composed of a very fine red- 
dish stone brought from the Red Sea, that has 
quite the appearance of marble. Ascending 
two or three low steps, and taking off your 
shoes, you enter the first small apartment, which 
is floored with marble, and the walls lined with 
the same. In the centre is a low shaft of white 
marble, being the spot to which the angel rolled 
the stone from the tomb, and sat on it. You 
now stoop low to enter the narrow door that 
conducts you to the side of the sepulchre. The 
tomb is of a light brown and white marble, 
about six feet long and three feet high, and the 
same number in breadth, being joined to the 
wall. Between the sepulchre and the opposite 
wall the space is very confined, and not more 
than four or five persons can remain in at a 
time. The floor and the walls are of a beauti- 
ful marble ; the apartment is a square of about 
seven feet, and a small dome rises over it, from 
which are suspended twenty-seven large silver 
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pi]grim& 

Widm^ 
pie, wbo 
und«go tbe 
holy qpot, 
it; and the 

entered, Armenians^ CrreekA, aztd Cathdics, of 
both sexes, with the deepest awe and Tolera- 
tion, and instantly fell oo their knees: some, 
lifting their eyes to the pointings, burst into a 
flood of tears ; others pressed their heads with 
fervour on the tomb, and sought to embrace 
it; while the sacred incense fell in showers, 
and was received with delight by alh It w«« 
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impossible for the looks and gestures of re- 
pentance, grief, and adoration, to be apparently 
more, heartfelt and sincere than on this occa- 
sion. Yet other feelings were admitted by 
some, who took advantage of the custom of 
placing beads and crosses on the tomb to be 
sanctified by the holy incense, to place (i lai^ 
heap on it of these articles, which, being sprink- 
led and rendered inestimable, they afterwards 
carried to their native countries, and sold at a 
high price. 



I 



r ^'1 r^A« 



aX^ *S 



• 



.t: 



Ih an Ji M uliMl a Ktd? on die 1^ of due 
rotunda, and paved vidi nailile, k dhown dus 
spot where Ouisl aj ppa a ed to Maiy m dK 
gaiden. Near dus b^iios die asoent to C^ 
vary: it ooosists of ei^teen serf kity stoiM 
steps; yoa then find yoursdf on a floor o1 
beautifuUy Yariegaled maiUe^ in die miclsl u 
which are three or four sL^oder white {attars o 
die same material^ which support die roof« aiM 
separate the Greek division of the spot imw 
that appropriated to the Catholics; these pil 
lars are partly shrouded by rich silk hanghigi 
At the end stand two small and elegant nUnrn 
over that of the Catholics is a painting of tli 
crucifixion, and over the Greek Im onu of tli 
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taking down the body from the cross. A num- 
ber of silver lamps are constantly burning, and 
throw a rich and softened light over the whole 
of this striking scene. The street leading to 
Calvary has a long and gradual ascent, the ele- 
vation of the stone steps is above twenty feet, 
and if it is considered that the summit has been 
removed to make room for the sacred church, 
the ancient liill, though low, was sufficiently 

t 

conspicuous. 

The very spot where the cross was fixed is 
shown ; it is a hole in the rock, surrounded by 
a silver rim ; and each pilgrim prostrates him- 
self, and kisses it with the greatest devotioD. 
Its identity is probably as strong as that of the 
cross and crown of thorns found a few feet 
below the surface; but where is the scene 
around or within the city, however sacred, that 
is not defaced by the sad inventions of the 
fathers ? 

Having resolved to pass the night in the 
church, we took possession, for a few hours, of 
a small apartment adjoining the gallery that 
overlooked the crowded area beneath. As it 
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drew near midni^t, we ascended again ti 
summit ci Calvary. The pilgrims, one aftei 
ther, had dropped off, till at last all hac 
parted. No footstep brdte on the deep si 
of the scene. At intervals, firom the Cat 
chapel below, was heard the melody of 
organ, mingled with the solemn chanting o 
priests, who sang of the death and sufferin 
the Redeemer. This sendee, pausing at t 
and again rising slowly on the ear, bad an < 
inexpressibly fine. The hour, the stillness 
softened lig^it and sound, above all, the 1 
of being where He who *^ so loved us*' pc 
out his life, affect^ the heart and the b 
nation in a manner difficult to be desci 
Hour after hour fled feist away, and wc 
scended to the chamber of the sepulchre, 
vivid the midnight lights streamed on < 
part ! the priest had quitted his charge, an 
lately crowded scene was now lonely. Thi 
the moment, above all others, to bend ove 
qK)t, where " the sting of death and tihe U 
of the grave** were taken away for ever. 
Soon after daylight the pilgrims begj 
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return, and continued their visits till the en- 
suing night. The fathers lamented deeply the 
breaking out of the Greek revolution, and the 
internal war between the two Pachas, which have 
combined to diminish the number of pilgrims to 
less than one-fourth part of what it formerly 
was, as the journey is become too dangerous. 
Three or four thousand are computed to arrive 
every year, who afford a productive revenue to 
the different convents. But this is in a great 
measure eaten up by the heavy tax which the 
different orders are obhged to pay the Turks. 

One day we were favoured with an audience 
of the Armenian patriarch. He was seated on 
a low divaii, in an elegant apartment ; and his 
aspect was noble and venerable. This fine old 
man is second only in rank to the great patriarch 
who resides in Persia ; he said but little, and 
that through his interpreter ; coffee and sweet- 
meats were handed round. 

A grand procession of the three different 
orders took place one evening in the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. It was curious to observe 
the spirit of vanity and rivalry displayed on 
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:\^::mi' this oocasipn. First marched the Armei 



nine -times slowly round the tomb, clac 
.; ,tT.;:3iB the most splendid dresses ; die robe and tiai 

ijf^ti- the patriarch were literally loaded with jeiK 
■^rjtjaiir- They bore a number of silk flags, of van 

ilia:::* colours, with scenes from the Scripture rej 

^ i^itf sented on them ; and they sang as they mo^ 

^^nry:; alongy with a - consciousness that they outvi 

^■^^:!fii their brethren in splendour ; but the abominal 

nasal sounds they produced did not add to i 
j^^jc effect. The Greeks succeeded, with far le 

magnificence, and little better singing ; but tti 
noble and intelligent expression of countenanc 
of their dignified ecclesiastics struck us ex 
tremely : they carried, bunches of sacred flowen 
in their hands, which the poor pilgrims grasped 
at most. eagerly, to carry, even when withered^ 
to their distant homes. The fine and solemn 
chanting of the Frandscans, who came last, 
completdy redeemed their dirty habits^ ooortie 
ropes, and shaven cxowub. 

One day as Mr. G. was walkii^ without the 
city, he perceived my old feUow^mvdler in 
Egj^ Mr. W. who had oome to reclaim hi<> 
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countrymen, the Jews, sitting forlorn at the 
gate of Bethlehem ; but he sprang up with rap- 
ture as soon as he saw him, for his spirit was 
sad and desolate, he said, to find himself in his 
own fallen .country, and surrounded by stran- 
gers. He was so fortunate, by means of an ex- 
cellent letter of introduction, as to find a home 
in the Armenian convent, where he had alux- 
urious apartment, and the society of some in- 
telligent fathers. He was an excellent linguist, 
but had been nearly starved by the monks of 
Antoura, a convent oxx Mount Lebanon, where 
he went to perfect himself -in the Arabic, and 
who allowed him only a couple of eggs a day, 
with bread, to subsist on. He had an audience, 
in a few days, of the Turkish governor, who 
received kindly from him a Persian copy of the 
New Testament. 

It will be found, that the Turks in general 
possess far more tolerance of opinion and prac- 
tice than we give them credit for. I have 
heard many of them observe that good men of 
all religions will be received into Paradise : and 
in all the cities of their dominions are to be 
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• H THIUIT. SCITFFLK AXOXG TMS PATHKm^* Sl^ 

« 

, ditOBg U^'' femid duHdics and cciiT»ts €€ eviffv Chris^MHA 

he ^fO^l^^' sect, enjojin^ pttfect freedom of vor^Pv aiiMl 

:iiim farlvf^^ ]^Dlectioii from insuh in dietr rites and ce^^- 

•Xtobi^^' monies. But die conduct of the Christians of 

J imofO^^'^ Jarusaiem to eadi odier, and the bitter hatred 

' iie bT 0X0*^'' they mutuaUy manifest, are suflScient to give 

'*oo, astoii'*'^ the Moslemen a contemptible <^ni€n of Chria- 

f vkre)^^^'^ tianity. About five years ago a furious scuffle 

. 0i^i^^ took place around the Holy Sepulchre* The 

^j0^i^ time for the Catholic priesf s stay in the tomb 

iw^^^' being expired, the Greek brother came to oo- 

U^^ cupy his place, as they take this duty in turn. 

Aei^* """^^ Catholic refused to quit it, when a warm 

rfjpofctf*^ altercation ensued, and the Franciscan struck 

kjm^^ ^^^ other a violent blow on the head with the 

. r -^.** v*se of holy incense. At sight of his bUxnl 

rt^B^^^' flowing, the Greek cried out loudly; and the 

^ fathers of each church running in, the contest 

. jpj^ became general, and was only allayed by the 

^ .j^^p superior. Even during the time of EawU^r, 

■ ^^^1 I ^ luiives have been drawn and wounds given in 

^^'^^ j^: *« church, by the zealous of the different 

'^^^^^ «^er8. It is said the Turkish guard at tlu> 

^'"^^ m9^ entrance sometimes beat and abu«e tJie |rfl- 
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grims; but this can only be on occasion of 
their noisy and riotous entrance. 

I haye seen well-dressed Turks looking on 
at the processions in the church with perfect 
quietness and serenity. The Armenian patri- 
arch one day sent Mr. W. a present of a large 
goat and a loaf of sugar, and we found him 
very much at a loss what to do with the former; 
but as it was evident his highness, though keep- 
ing strict Lent himself and his flock, intend- 
ed it to be eaten, we advised him to have it 
killed and dressed for dinn^. The next day 
the goat made its appearance in soup, and in 
half a dozen stews and ragouts besides; and, 
but that the patriarch had sent some most ex- 
cellent wine, it would have been difficult to get 
through the banquet. 

One of the fathers, a middle-aged man, and 
interpreter to the patriarch, was already on 
very intimate terms with Mr. W. and high in 
his estimation, but he would not share in this 
repast in his own convent. Father Paolo Titi- 
ungi, having tried one or two paths before, had 
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at last become an Annenian, and wis a coiD- 

o«>1t u a p|g(g ^)eciinHi of a clever, wraUly, and da- 

agning mmk. He listaied with an i^ipear- 

ance c/ de^ interest to the earnest discounes 

the strainer addressed to him, wept occatdon- 

al^, saw clearly into the iniquities of his past 

r. W. 1 1^**" Kfe, tin at last do one, in his own, and his new 

-agar, ui " ' trwad'i oftdoa, could be so proper to be at 

.haitoA"™ the bead of an Armenian establi^unent, to be 

. hishigtw*** founded in some part of Italy, and for which 

^■If aid te "* funds were to be raised in England. We in- 

ve •d'i*° "* 'ited him to dine with us at the convent one 

'or Saaf- "* day with Mr. W.— A late traveller has dwelt 

ppeaiW" i" '"^ 'ith some admiraticMi tm the excessive strict- 

aod (»g** oess erf the Armenian [mests in Jerusalem du- 

jihad*"**" ling' the tune of Lent. If Fatfier P-'s obaer- 

i h«ve b*"**"^' Tations about his Iwethren are to be beKeved, 

there is a good deal of rotmi for scepticism oo 

. , nuAD^**' 'Jm subject. It was Lent, however, aad we 

^^^^ ns »W doubted if we had any thing for our guest to 

,1, Mr. ^ ** "^ ***■ ^* Father Titiunp always refusing 

e wouU W **'' *** "^a- at first, ccmtrived to eat heartUy of 

, FitlKf f** «™«y dish on the table, and the wine also was 

,e or 1*0 1** 
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not spared ; and in the cool of the evening, as 
we walked on the terraced roof, the good 
father could not refrain from singing a song. 

We rode yesterday, accompanied hy Anto- 
nio, the yoxmg Catholic guide, to Bethlehem, 
a distance of about six miles. The way led 
over a barren plain, for some distance, till we 
arrived at the monastery of St. Elias. Beth- 
lehem soon came in view, on the brow of a 
rocky hill, whose sides and feet are partially 
covered with olive-trees. On the right, about 
a mile from the village, is shown the tomb of 
Rachel; it has all the appearance of one of 
those tombs erected often to the memory of a 
Turkish santon. 

After dining very frugally at the Franciscan 
convent, it being Lent, we visited the church 
built by the Empress Helena : it is large, and 
supported by several rows of marble pillars, 
but has a very naked appearance. Leaving 
the church, and descending thirteen stone 
steps, you are in the place that was formerly 
the -stable where the Redeemer was bom. 
There is no violation of consistency in this, as 
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coid^^ the stables in the East are now often ffymic 

lamd K^^- ^ the same way, beneath the nurface* Ii 

' btm flV***^ present appearance is that of a grotto, an it 

^j^p^k:^ hewn out of the rock, the sides cf which, hoi 

j^^to» ever, are concealed by silk curtains; thr ro 

^ l^c is as Nature made it, and the floor paved wi 

j^&mt''- ^^ marble. A rich altar, where the lam 

/ jj^ j^ i are ever burning, is erected aver the jiIm 

tmk^- ^^^^^ Christ was bom, and the rery n\na 

, fe(j.i^' marked by a large silver star, J)iftvt\y o|i| 

(h^^^ ate to this is another altar, to fipiify tht» |»li 

j^^ where the Virgin Mary and her child n^i'^is 

i$ the hcmage of the Magi; and over it in a p»i 
ing descriptive of the event 

The second visit we pdd to Bethkhnn \ 

k^^ * *^ *^y* aft«irards ; and the roook* be 

"^'^ "fi^^ ^*^^ absorbed in sleep, or in their devotic 

^^ ' •yg.^ ^ ^® ^°^^ e^ "^ entrance to the convi 

i'"^*^ J. jiir we found oar wsry agam to the grotto ak 

'*^ j^ and remained there without any intrunoD. 

apP*^ji* i» at man ^ze, and not lofty; the gl< 
"'^ ^ Canned of matUe and jaqier, around the a 

«<*^^k, itar, has a Latin inscription, "In this < 

M«*^ ^, Jeans Christ i»as bora of the Virgin >Ia 
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A narrow passage leads to the study of St. 
Jermne; and not fSsur off is shown his tomb, 
near to which are the tombs of St Paula and 
another pious lady. Ascending again, you 
enter the churches of the Greek and ArmeDian 
orders, but there is nothing particular in either. 
About a mile down the valley towards the wit 
demessy is the field where the shepherds kept 
watch by night, when the angels announced 
the birth of our Lord. Two fine and vener- 
able trees stand in the centre, and the earth 
« 
around was thickly covered with flowers. It is 

so sweet and romantic a spot, and so well 
suited to be the scene of that high event, that 
it would be painful to admit a doubt of its 
identity. At Bethlehem are sold the beautiful 
shells of mother of pearl, brought from the 
shOTes of the Red Sea : the siuface is carved 
with various designs of the last supper and the 
crucifixion, by the inhabitants of the village; 
and they are purchased by the pilgrims. Small 
crosses also, cut out of the shells, are carved 
in the same way. The village contains about 
seven hundred inhabitants, who appear to live 
very meanly. 
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...A. o Ik «ii At Home diMmce from Bethldmi, aiid in 

r»*»4"''= '"'"•''"»l«te>pot,«re the drtem. orra«r. 

- c»d> <( »'» "i" '"meJ V Solomon to supply Joimkni 

A««S«i?' "ItwMCT. They «e time in nunber,«>dri, 

•.■;..Gl«l»'W "P"" M over e«* other, „ th« the wMer 

. .-.'.iiigl***" ""' ''™' in ■ Ml straun from the higbnt, 

, ...j^wti' '™''''»»»l«l™i the lower one into the ™lby, 

• h^tefc^' "^ *"■ "i™*. ""istod bj . KnJl «,,„du«, 

..nik"***^ P™^ ""J "»"» of «!»en miles mto the citT, 

.J T" 1« "' "'^ " ""™ innnediately hj a ubterraneo^ 

. _,. »>n«."''' '"'°'*^ TiMe sterna are luntaineJ by stlT.^ 

..,,.nd"il"* ''"''™«»> «»•■»'>' 'moos sises, the loww 

. .:,. ,!!<<•"'•" "^ '*'°S '*°»" " hundred feet in length; 

'.JlW**' "^y """"1™% of the highest sitiquitT,™! 

r„, sdi*'**' ■'™' "• !»~»» >"»ynoch in need of iepdr. 

' SK^ *'^ ^'' ■'"'* "^ •"PP"" «l»m is not far off, 

r'-srl, t^*"' '™"~« ««» f«« •k'"- the gn«n4-Fron, 

'"^s*-*" ''™*'»H*™i««'ii«»nceof,e.enhoun.: 

Tu, W "ff'' " ■" • ""^ lo" : snd a Turkirf, m.-,..e I. 

, 'If ''** •»»'"" I- ea„ where Abmh.,,, .,,1 !«,, 

rr7p*** "" """^^ "^ " '■■ -■•"■'I' I' >' '•• 

1.4*''" "*'^"^""i°'»«^tn'»|0,. «V,..|. I 

' "' >•' ""o™* not baring vi.iiH ,|,i. , |„, „„„, 

^'"'*1<' "™«i»*eLa.«!./P, ,. 

jiianl'i ' VOL. 1. ^ 
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It was easy to perceive, in the condition of 
the monks, that the habit of residing constantly 
about the sacred places took away all their 
novelty ; they go over the detail as heartlessly 
as if attending an exhibition. Father Giuseppe 
complained bitterly of his having been obliged 
to sing and pray for three months together in 
the church of the Holy Sepulchre, for the priests 
must take this duty in turn ; and during the 
time, soon after dawn, of the celebration of high 
mass in the tomb of the Virgin Mary, one of the 
priests entered into a gay conversation, assert- 
ing that every man should be indulged with a 
couple of wives. The effect on them at last, 
perhaps, of relics, chants, and holy places, is 
similar to that produced on the old monk, by 
the sacred territory of Mount Sinai, who said 
that for seventy years he had seen litde but 
precipices, sand, and sky. 

We returned to Jerusalem in the evening. 
Having sent to the governor, for permission to 
visit the Dead Sea, accompanied by a guard, he 
refused it very civilly, but decidedly. In the 
present disturbed state of the country, he 
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j^ b ^' the gate erf St. Stephen that fronts Otivet, is the 

The c^"'^' -Pndof Betbesda: it is de^ and diy, the sides 

^^j^ ndb*^ and bottom overgrown with grass, and contain- 

]iwd »*''** '"^ '"" '^ **"^ '^^ -* '"itched street leads 

J M*''**'' ^""^ "^^ *** **** governor's palace, a Bpaciotm 

he h^ ** "°*^ rather ruinous building of Roman archi- 
tecture ; it contains some good apart men tit, the 

-^ i" * windows of which command an excellent vit-w 

" __-*jr,f*f''' '^ the mosque of Omar and its large an-a. In 

^ ^"^rtjiidt)'^ *^e palace, the monks point out the rtmrn wIuto 

I, Bccw" ^^ I, Christ was. confined before his trial ; iiiiil (U n 

' t^i^'** ***" distance is a dark and niinomt hull, nlmwn 
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as the judgement-hall of Pilate : a little further 
on is the arch where the Redeemer stood, as his 
judge exclaimed <^ Behold the man r You then 
proceed along the street where Christ bore his 
cross ; in which, and in the streets leading up 
to Calvary, are the three places where, stagger- 
ing under the weight, he fell. These are marked 
by three small piUars, hud flat on the ground. 
The very house of the rich man also is here, 
and the spot where Lazarus sat at his gate. 
Our faith had been on the wane long before we 
had accomplished the tour of all these places; 
for on what authority, save that of priesthood, 
can they possibly rest ; since the ancient city 
was so completely levelled by Titus ?— We were 
invited one evening to join a procession of the 
Franciscans, in a solemn visit to the sacred spots 
within the church of the Sepulchre. They were 
dad in white vestments, and carried each a long 
wax taper, one of which was given into our 
hands. The service was very impressive, and 
the chanting fine. At every place rendered holy 
by tradition, they knelt for some time, till they 
entered into the chapel where Helena was in- 
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terra), and then de§oa>ded into the vauh where 

_ iP-ji*"'^ tbecfosBwaefouni Tlie interior rf the chuidi 

-:-t B«d^^ of the SepuldiM is of great extent, as it ot»- 

: r -J ^"^ " tarn, besdee tbe sacred places, the chapelfi of 

,,-;.rf •k*0'* the Frandscan, Gre^ and Armenian cirdeTB. 

^ a 4e ■"* The first are lomng ground before ibe a^niing 

.-. ^ dtfe"* ai^ intriguiiig sprit erf the two olher bo^ee. 

... ^^"3^^*' '^^ GnA timpd is extremely ridi, but has 

j^ !«••■ too great a profunon of (Hnaments. Tbe whofc 

^ ^'' of Mount Calvary, ai^ the lower ground about 

ijffttt * * ' '** ** inclosed within tbe " sacred dmrch," and 

Agtm^*^ nirmounted without by alat^ dome at a dark 

^i]lP<* colour, which, &om its conBpicuous atuaticn, is 

^df^ visible in almost every view rf the dty. They 

'^■'*' j^^^ performed in the CathoUc chapel, one morning, 

V ^' jL-fii*- a disgusting and revolting cCTemtmy. A young 

* ''^'^ ' iif^ "'^^ *^ brou^t forth, meanly clad, and of a 

i3g "* .^~,it^ slender make, and a large cross being laid oa 

iok"* Jit ^ '•i* shoulders, he walked slowly round, followed 

h I'f t*"^ ^rf' by a number of people. He put on a sad coun- 
.inK"^*' ^ rf*' tenance, and seemed to bend and faint beneath 
,>f ^^ ^f ^' ^ burden of the cross ; and at every pause he 
pit-e **^ Agi<^ made, there was wailing and sobbing among 
, M^\^^- *^ peojde; they at limes luiell down, a unmk 
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fHrayed or chanted in a mournful tone, in which 
they all joined ; and thus the ceremony lasted 
for some time. 

It is beautiful to turn from such scenes to 
others where the faith is confirmed and the ima- 
gination delighted. Such is the fountain of 
Siloam : it rises about half way down Mount 
Zion, and gushes, from beneath a little arch 
nearly ten feet below the surface, into a small 
pool, about two feet deep. This is quite open, 
and the rocky sides of the spot are cut smooth. 
On the south side a flight of steps leads down to j 
it. The water is clear and cool, and flows down 
the mount into the valley beneath to a consider- 
able distance. At this stream the women of the 
city generally come to wash their linen; and its 
banks are in some parts shaded with trees. On 
a pleasant spot here, a poor Turk had brought 
his little coffee-shed, his pipes, and bread, to re- 
fresh the passenger. Down this romantic valley, 
watered by the stream from Silo^, was my far 
vourite walk ; at the head of it the valleys of 
Hinnom and Jehoshaphat meet, and it winds be- 
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must set no bounds to his faith, as he is shown 
the place where the head of Adam was found, 
the rock on which the martyr Stephen ^as 
stoned, and the place of the withered fig-tree; 
with the milk of the Virgin Mary, and some 
of the tears that St. Peter wept on his bitter re- 
pentance. Beneath a krge spreadmg tree down 
the valley, where the soil is rather elevated, is 
the place where the prophet Isaiah was sawed 
asunder. 

Among the pilgrims was a Servian and his 
wife, who had come a great distance from their 
own country to visit the Sepulchre. This poor 
man was so enraptured at what he saw, that 
he gave forty pounds, great part, no doubt, 
of his property, as a present to the convent.— 
An Armenian, a man of property, died about 
this time in the convent : the monks, as is the 
custom, took possession of all he had with him, 
and turned his poor servant out, without even 
paying him the wages due from his master. A 
curious instance was related to us of the uncer- 
tainty of regarding too highly many of the spots 
pointed out as sacred, by a gentleman whose 
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^^i:C tzsvck licDu^it lom to die city about tliis time. 

i^xt:: Hefaad gone to&e finnumt of Calvaiy; and his 

^r, -^: sdnd bemg deeply affected widi tlie «jemiiity 

^;^; of &e floeDe, he knelt down, where the hole of 

the true crow was poanted out to hm, and, 

ibaa^ no wonidpper of that, yet it served to 

biiiig Tiridty to remembnoioe all that had 

pasBed around. But in the midst of his beauti- 

.^je fid leverie and Uissful feelings, he was sud^ 

denly starded by the guide Antonio daf^iing 

Um oa die Ao«Uer, ^A "Signor, Signor, thi. 

is not the true hole ; it is fiurther on.^ In an 

instant every scdemn feding was put to flight, 

and the diarm inepaiably bn^en. 









;.<■:, 

;-•• 









"jt. 



^ 



rV ^ ' 






' %y 



880 L£TT£BS FROM THE EAST. 



LETTER XV. 



JERUSALEM. 



The confined situation of the city is redeemed 
by the magnificent view many parts of it com- 
mand of the Dead Sea, and the high mountains 
ot Arabia Petrs&a, forming its eastern shore. 
This view is towards the south-east, over the 
valley, between the hills of Judgement and those 
adjoining Olivet. 

The strong and commanding position of Mount 
Zion could have been the only reason for fixing 
the capital of Judea in so extraordinary and in- 
convenient a situation. Very many parts of the 
coast and the interior afford a far more favour- 
able site in point of beauty and fertility, or for 
the purposes of commerce. The city, of old, 
was often subject to a scarcity of water; the 
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feuDtam of SkHBD aid — ^^^ en tiie esst side 
Willi the faraok Sedran, ben^ die diief sapplie 
witfaoiit Ihe avails; hot the ktler, praiHiblj, po» 
eseed little or no unifier dimiig die suniinei 
heats. It was le^oned as a raeraanble act in 
one of the kii^s, diat he made a pool and a 
ocmdutt, wlndi aro still called Hezekiah, and 
we at die end of die ^m fi^'n ^ valley. The whole 
oompaBB of die wnrMit cit\'9 according to Jose- 
phuB, was only thirty-dn«e furloi^s, eo diat an 
extenBkm of half a nnle along die plain of Jere- 
miafa to the nordi would give it its ancient dze, 
and in a great measine, it is probable, its an- 
cient poshian. The present drcumferenoe is, no 
doubt, oarrecdy stated by Maundrell to be two 
miles and a half. Josephus disdnctly stato», 
^ die old wall went soudiward, having its bcnd- 
ii^ above die fountain Siloam,"^ and this foun- 
tain in the cade of Zion is not far without th<' 
present walL Again the historian says, ** th<^ 
old wall extended northwaid to a gwat \<^$:^h^ 
and passed by the sepulchral cawm* «>f <'<♦ 
kings," which caverns, or tombft <rf tb<» V\t\^>, 
are now above half a mile without th«» wiill> <<> 
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the north on the plain of Jeremiah. But the 
small valleys which divided the interior of the | 

old city are now filled up, and many of the ele- 
vations levelled. The whole surface of the hills 
on which Jerusalem and its temple stood, of 
which Mount Moriah cannot now be distin- 
guished, were, no doubt, much loftier formerly, 
or else the hollows beneath have been partly 
filled up. The latter, it is very probable, has 
been the case. " These hills," the history ob- 
serves, " are surrounded by deep valleys, and 
by reason of the precipices belonging to them 
on both sides, they are everywhere impassable." 
This description does not apply to the present 
appearance of either ; no precipices, either steep 
or difiicult, existing. 

But, although the size of Jerusalem was not 
extensive, its very situation, on the brink of 
rugged hills, encircled by deep and wild valleys, 
bounded by eminences whose sides were covered 
with groves and gardens, added to its numerous 
towers and temple, must have given it a singu- 
lar and gloomy magnificence, scarcely possessed 
by any other city in the world. 
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While lingering here, at. evening, and solitary, 

for it is not often a footstep passes by, that night 

of sorrow and dismay rushes on the imagination, 

when the Bedeemer was betrayed, and forsaken 

by all, even by the loved disciple. — Hence the 

path winds up the Mount of Olives : it is a 

beautiful hill. The words of the Psalmist, ^^ the 

mountains around Jerusalem,^ must not be 

literally applied, as none are within view, save 

those of Arabia. It is verdant, and covered in 

fiome parts with olive-trees. From the summit 

you enjoy an admirable view of the city : it is 

beneath, and very near; and looks, with its 

valleys around it, exactly like a panorama. Its 

noble temple of Omar, and large area planted 

with palms ; its narrow streets, ruinous places 

and towers, are all laid out before you, as you 

have seen Naples and Corfu in Leicester-square. 

On the summit are the remains of a church, 

built by the Empress Helena ; and in a small 

edifice, containing one large and lofty apartment, 

is shown the print of the last footstep of Christ, 

when he took his leave of earth. The Fathers 

should have placed it nearer to Bethany, in order 
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and there the palace of Caiaphas stood. It is a 
broad and barren hill, without any of the pic- 
turesque beauty of Olivet, though loftier. On 
its side is pointed out the Aceldama, or field 
where Judas hung himself : a small and rude 
edifice stands on it, and it is used as a burying- 
place. But the most interesting portion of this 
hiU, is where its rocks descend precipitously 
into the valley of Hinnom, and are mingled with 
many a straggling olive-tree. All these rocks 
are hewn into sepulchres of various forms and 
sizes; no doubt they were the tombs of the 
ancient Jews ; and are in general cut with con- 
siderable care and skill. They are (rften the 
resting-place of the benighted passenger. Some 
of them open into inner apartments, and are 
provided with small windows or apertures cut 
in the rock. There is none of the darkness or 
sadness of the tomb ; but in many, so elevated 
and picturesque is the situaticMi, that a traveller 
may pass hours here with a book in his hand, 
while valley and hill are beneath and around 
him. Before. the door of one large sepulchre i 

stood a tree on the brink of the rock ; the sun ^ 
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site (rf the hotr KpueiD^ I' £ 
pictureaqne, favt virr snis j.2:«i. ^ nam to 
ceive ; since tii^ vcxdb rf Scrijicii?e do n«* aDow 
the identitT of tihe acred lomb lo anj particu- 



• iii( ^ spo^ and tzadhioB on w Bemaciiife an oc- 
' ,,.; casicm couH hardly or. Tbe Fathers dedaie, 
^^ that it kmg -'= ^ - .i-ra«*->W npeewarv to 



^ ^^^^^ A.' cover the native rodk wiA maiUe, in order to 

^ prevent the pilgrims from destnvying it, in their 

j;htfidp>**^.^ zeal to carry off pieces to their homes; and on 

r *P''*'*^j this point their rebtion may, one would suppose, 

adows or ^ i^ believed. 

oooe of «* The valley of Hinnom now turns to the west 

ut to 1^^' . of the city, and extends rather beyond the north 

::i\)BOf^^\. wall: here the plain of Jeremiah commenee^t 

^th ft bo* *" and is the best wooded tract in the whob fuAf/^u 

sie\^^j bourhood. In this direction, hut hn\wr mu 

J (0^^^. the historian of the siege mmkn ♦* of A i^'^^r, 
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that afforded a prospect of Arabia at sun-rising, 
and of the utmost limits of the Hebrew posses- 
sions at the sea westward." The former is still 
enjoyed from the dty ; but the latter could only 
be had at a much greater distance north, where 
there is no hill in front. Above half a mile 
from the wall, are the tombs of the Kings. In 
the midst of a hollow, rocky and adorned with 
a few trees, is the entrance ; you then find a 
large apartment, above fifty feet long, at the side 
of which a low door (surmounted by a beautiful 
frieze) leads into a series of small chambers, in 
the walls of which are several deep recesses, 
hewn out of the rock, of the size of the human 
body. There are six or seven of these low and 
dark apartments, one or two of which are adorned 
with vine^leaves and clusters of grapes. Many 
parts of the stone coffins, beautifully ornamented 
in the Saracenic manner, are strewed on the 
floor ; and it should seem that some hand of rar 
vage had broken them to pieces, with the view of 
finding something valuable within. The sepul- 
chres of the Judges, so called, are situated in a 
wild spot about two miles from the city. They 
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the city and country is in general very healthy. 
The elevated position of the former, and the 
numerous hills which cover the greater part of 
Palestine, must conduce greatly to the purity 
of the air. One seldom sees a country overrun 
with hills in the manner this is; in general 
they are not in ranges, but more or less isolated, 
and of a picturesque form. Few of them ap- 
proach to the character of mountains, save Car- 
mel, the Quarantina, the shores of the lakes, 
and those which bound the valley of the Jordaa 
To account for the existence of so large a po- 
pulation in the promised lands, the numerous 
hills must have been entirely cultivated; at 
present their appearance on the sides and sum- 
mits is, for the most part, bare and rocky. In 
old time, they were probably formed into ter- 
races, as is now seen on the few cultivated ones, 
where the vine, olive, and fig-tree flourish. 

On a delightful evening we rode to the 
Wilderness of St. John. The monastery of that 
name stands at the entrance ; it is a good and 
spacious building, and its terrace enjoys a fine 
prospect, in which is the lofty hill of Modin, 
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with the ruins of the palace of the MaiocalKHM 
on its sununit. A small village adjoins the eim 
vent, in which are shown the remains of th( 
house of Elizabeth, where the meeting wit) 
Mary took place. But few monks reside ii 
the convent, which aiibrds excellent acixuti 
nM.dation8 for a traveUer. A Geniitti. pilgrhi 
had found his way here, a respectable, dul 
kind of man. One can fancy Greeks and Itn 
lians seeking with ardour the sacred land ; bu 
a heavy German with a pi})e in his moutti 
travelling about the desert of St. John and th 
valley of Elah, is rather odd. 

Having supped, and the air lieing chill, 
vessel filled with charcoal was brought, anc 
having taken the usual last resource of a ()i|; 
and coffee, I lay down to rest in the small (^(*1 
But I had very nearly found my tomb in tbi 
wilderness; for one of the monies placed a (\xm 
tity of fresh charcoal on the fire, during ni 
sleep, and, closing the door of the little c< 
after him, there was hardly a prwsibility < 
escaping destruction. In alKiiit two or thr< 
hourH, I awoke in a »tafe iff uttor weakne^^i m 
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agony of mind, caused by the suffocatiiig eflbets 
of the vapour, which had long filled the iqpait- 
ment. It was impossible to rise from the bed; 
and all consciousness being soon lost, my trayeb 
would have tenninated, had not Michel hap- 
pened to be awake in bed, with his candle burn- 
ing, in the adjoining cell. On hearing somefidnt 
cries, he instantly ran in, and, carrying me into 
the air, brought life back again by dashing tor- 
rents of cold water over me. Lives are frequent- 
ly losty in the East, from the same cause. In 
the convent cells, above all places, if the fathers 
wished to have a rich devotee out of the way, 
they have only to put a pan of fresh charcoal 
beride him at night. — In the church, a rich altar 
is erected on the spot where St. John was bom, 
with an inscription over it. j 

The next morning we visited the Wilderness: 
it is narrow, partially cultivated, and sprinkled 
with trees ; the hills rise rather steep on each 
side; from that on the right, a small stream 
flows into the ravine bdow. The whole ap. 
pearance of the place is romantic : and the pro- 
phet might have resided here, while exercising 
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k HMe w l yil* in iihr exiemavD Mtuuinmi 
A« Aej M l l i wK » preand but 4 IwMUtiivtk utt- 
■abvEitf tli^ It enOdnly t)itwr\-int ihv it-vtu 
pm br tlK PMlanat to tfau ciiv, ikt' ttvtiiy A 
"eoHpHti* eoootrT. The finpiixt in 1»» wild 
gall, Minuunded by an aMemhlufft- nl" vnriwM* 
d i aiMiM a, waning them to rffwinbuim ti) Uii* 
wild spot, mnat have presented a lint! «ibject for 
Ac pnnter. In wandering over the o>untry, we 
fcd persuaded eHrI its very sc«iery lent wings 
to the poetical and figurative discourses of its ' 
I^opbeta and seers. Sublime and dtversified, 
it in yet so confined and minute as to adiuit tb« 
deepest seclusion in the midst of a iim»wou» 
population. 
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The monks in the convent are of the Ca- 
tholic order, and liave the advantage of all their 
brethren in point of situation and comfort; and 
jet nothing will induce these Franciscans to 
keep their habitations clean ; the Greek and 
Armenian monasteries are palaces compared to 
them. The fathers are in general a very igno- 
rant race of men, chiefly from the lowest orders 
of society. Their tables, except during Lent, 
are spread plentifully twice a day with several 
dishes of meat and wine ; and so well do many 
of them thrive, that they would consider it 
banishment to be sent home to Europe to their 
friends. From the east end of the wilderness, 
yoii enter the famous valley of Elah, where 
Goliah was slain by the champion of Israel. It 
is a pretty and interesting-looking spot ; the 
bottom covered with olive-trees. Its present 
appearance answers exactly to the description 
given in Scripture ; the two hiUs oh which the 
armies stood, entirely confining it on the right 
and left. The valley is not above half a mile 
broad. Tradition was not required to identify 
this spot ; Nature has stamped it with ever- 
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iii—iiiHiii kinic» IE ^21^ '^..aiflflBimdfc. «i«t ^nswr 
peo|ie^ who chneit in. -he junimmuM^ 'tie anlifc. 
ani tawDBy and aiiiom: ^apax^ Ltjaitir «wwi«Rilr 
pnifadUT^in pwpor sia Snrfc. Tfi tJie ??»?2t Atrik* 
rf Ae Azak of the ^insmsst 'iarr^ wtui dvtii in 
and aKoand HeboHU aoii "^r^ tne fr^ixtii of it, and 
in thy' Tffffljnff aoii msoncanw o£ ^^ym.- xnfif 
riA and facandfuL plaiiL of Eiidraloo^ £» die 
moat spackxis anea in the eountrj,. and wa& tiie 
dwatiecf MBc faottks; ai^ tibe |dain cf Jefi- 
c^ i» nesEt m cxHsfc; bat vivn ^ve Kttd tbal 
manj Inradicds cf tbousaoids of nien fought 
around Mount Epbndm, and other $ceni^» in 
this country, one is tempted to \«)nder> how tho 
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confined valleys and open places one traverses^ 
could have contained them. The numhers 
given, as some commentators observe, must have 
been enormously enlarged in transcribing, or 
translating from the original. If such multi- 
tudes were gathered together, hills, vales, and 
streams would disappear beneath their feet, and 
who would be left to bury the hundreds of 
thousands of the slain ? The hosts of the Mi- 
dianites or Arabs might truly be termed " as 
the sands on the sea shore,^' as an Arab camp 
widi its camels, tents, and horses, looks ten 
times as numerous as it really is; but the 
armies of Judea were all infantry, and villages, 
cottages, and towns must have been drawn into 
the vortex of battle, from the astonishing popu- 
lation of all parts of the land. It may be said, 
that their engagements were disorderly and 
without union, like those of other eastern na- 
tions; and being mostly undiscipUned armies, 
called out en masse from their labours and avo- 
cations, this was probably the case; but the 
most close, deadly, and sustained combat, can 
only account for the tremendous slaughter. 
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On the same evening, we left St. John's, and 
returned to the city. One morning ve had an 
audience of the Governor: the apartments of 
the palace we entered, were not handsomely 
furnished. How inviting the area of the tem- 
pie, with its palm-^trees, looked! — ^it was just 
beneath the palace windows ; women often walk 
there, and it meets the eye from every eminence, 
as if to tantalize the unfortunate Christians, to 
whom it is forbidden. While we were with the 
governor, an elderly well-dressed Jew entered, 
and prostrated himself before the chief, touch- 
ing the earth with his forehead, and presented 
him with a gold-flowered vase full of a rich 
sweetmeat, which his excellency commanded to 
be given to us to make use of. It was rather 
a degrading scene for the Jew. — ^A loud noise 
being heard without, four or five soldiers en- 
tered, dragging in another, who was a Nubian, 
and had bdiaved ill and struggled violently. 
They held him by the arms and legs, while the 
governor seizing a kind of baton, with a knob 
of lead at the end of it, struck him eight or ten 
violent blows on the body, avoiding, however, 
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the vital parts : the poor fellow cried out amaun 
in good earnest It was not a very creditable 
exhibition. This governor is subject to the 
Pacha of Damascus. Scattered bodies of sol- 
diers were arriving to join in the war ; and we 
had met a solitary Arab occasionally on horse- 
back, with an immense lance, on his way to the 
city. At the south-east of Zion, in the vale of 
Jehoshaphat, they say the gardens of Solomon 
stood, and also on the sides of the hill adjoin- 
ing that of Olivet It was not a bad, though 
rather a confined site for them ; the valley here 
is covered with a rich verdure, divided by 
hedges into a number of small gardens. A 
mean-looking village stands on the rocky side of 
the hill above. Not a single palm-tree is to be 
seen in the whole territory around, where once 
every eminence was covered with them. The 
roads leading to the city are bad, except to the 
north, being the route to Damascus; but the 
supplies of wood and other articles for building 
the temple, must have come by another way 
than the near and direct one from Jaffa, which 
is impassable for burdens of a large size, from 
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^f^d^'^ the defiles and rocks amidst which it is carried ; 

i»j)«i'*!^ ^he circuitous routes by land fSrorn Tyre or 

.^jjjiU'' Acre were probably used. The Turk who is 

^TdHJi^^' chief of the guard that keeps watch at the en- 

.t0tietf^^' trance of the sacred church, waited on us two 

'. j^ri^* or three times ; he is a very fine and dignified- 

^•^is"' looking man, and insured us entrance at all 

'ji^zi* hours: which permission we availed ourselves 

^i^ of, to pass another night amidst its hallowed 

f,i\^i'^ scenes, with interest and pleasure but little di- 

^lJ;, minished. 

^rtiri We chose a delightful morning for a walk to 

Bethany. The path leads up the side of Oli- 
vet, by the very way which our Saviour is said 
to have descended in his last entry into Je- 
rusalem. At a short distance are the ruins of 
the village of Bethphage ; and half a mile fur- 
ther is Bethany. The distance is about two 
miles from the city. The village is beautifully 
situated ; and the ruins of the house of Lazarus 
are still shown, and do credit to the good far- 
thers^ taste. 

On the right of the road is the tomb of La- 
zarus, cut out of the rock. Carrying candles, 
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we descended ten or twelve stone steps to the 
bottom of the cave. In the middle of the floor 
is the tomb, a few feet deep, and large enough 
to admit one body only. Several persons can 
stand conveniently in the cave around the tomb, 
so that Lazarus, when restored, did not, as 
some suppose, descend from a sepulchre cut out 
of the wall, but rose out of the grave, hewn in 
the floor of the grotto. The light that enters 
from above, does not find its way to the bottom: 
the fine painting in the Louvre of this resurrec- 
tion was probably faithful in representing it by 
torch-light. Its identity cannot be doubted; 
the position of Bethany could never have been 
forgotten, and this is the only sepulchre in the 
whole neighbourhood. It is a delightful Sun- 
day afternoon's walk to Bethany. After cross- 
ing the Mounts, the path passes along the side 
of a hill, that looks down into a wild and long 
valley, in which are a few scattered cottages. 
The view just above the village is very magni- 
ficent, as it embraces the Dead Sea, the valley 
and river of the Jordan, and its embouchure into 
the lake. 
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On the descent of Olivet, is shown the spot 
where Christ wept over Jerusalem: tradition 
could not have selected a more suitable spot. 
Up this ascent David went, when he fled from 
Absalom, weeping. And did a Jew wish to 
breathe his last where the glory of his land and 
fallen city should meet his departing gaze, he 
would desire t6 be laid on the summit of the 
Mount of Olives. 

The condition of the Jews in Palestine is more 
insecure and exposed to insult and exaction than 
in Egypt and Syria, from the frequent lawless 
and oppressive conduct of the governors and 
chiefs. These distant Pachalics are less under 
the control of the Porte; and in Egypt, the 
subjects of Mahmoud enjoy a more equitable 
and quiet government than in any other part of 
the empire. There is little national feeling or 
enthusiasm among them ; though there are some 
exceptions, where these exist in an intense de- 
gree. In the dty they appear fearful and hum- 
bled, far the contempt in which they are held 
by the Turks is exoeMve, and they often go 
poorly dad to avoid exciting susfncioD. Yet it 
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is ta interesting sight to meet with a Jew wan- 
dering with his staff in his hand, and a vener- 
able Ijeard sweeping his bosom, in the rich and 
silent plain of Jericho, on the sides of his native 
mountains, or on the banks of the ancient river 
Kishon, where the arm of the mighty was wither- 
ed in the battle of the Lord. Did a spark of 
the love of this country warm his heart, his 
feelings must be exquisite : but his spirit is 
suited to his condition. 



END OF VOL. I. 
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